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Board Agenda 

I hereby certify that the following agenda 
was posted at least 72 hours prior to 
the time of the meeting so noticed 
below at 24251 Los Alisos Boulevard, 
Lake Forest, California. 

DENNIS P. CAFFERTY, Secretary 
of the El Toro Water District and 
the Board of Directors thereof 

AGENDA 

EL TORO WATER DISTRICT 
REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

February 26, 2026 
7:30 a.m. 

Director Mark Monin will be attending remotely from: 
44400 Indian Wells Lane  
Indian Wells, CA 92210 

BOARDROOM, DISTRICT OFFICE 
24251 LOS ALISOS BLVD., LAKE FOREST, CA 92630 

This meeting will be held in person. As a convenience for the public, the meeting may 
also be accessed by Zoom and will be available by either computer or telephone audio 
as indicated below. Because this is an in-person meeting and the virtual component is 
not required, but rather is being offered as a convenience, if there are any technical 
issues during the meeting, this meeting will continue and will not be suspended. 

Members of the public who wish to comment on any item within the jurisdiction of the 
District or on any item on the agenda, may attend the meeting in person at the District’s 
office or may observe and address the Meeting by joining at this link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88075358343 (Meeting ID: 880 7535 8343).  

Members of the public who wish only to listen to the telephonic meeting may dial in at 
the following numbers (669) 900-6833 or (346) 248-7799 with the same Meeting ID 
noted above. Please be advised the Meeting is being recorded. 

CALL MEETING TO ORDER – President Freshley 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – Director Gaskins 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88075358343
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ROLL CALL (Determination of a Quorum)  
 

 
ORAL COMMUNICATIONS/PUBLIC COMMENTS 

Members of the public may address the Board at this time or they may reserve this 
opportunity with regard to an item on the agenda, until said item is discussed by the 
Board. Comments on other items will be heard at the time set aside for “COMMENTS 
REGARDING NON-AGENDA ITEMS.” The public may identify themselves when called 
on and limit their comments to three minutes. 
 
ITEMS RECEIVED TOO LATE TO BE AGENDIZED 

Determine need and take action to agendize items which arose subsequent to the 
posting of the Agenda. (ROLL CALL VOTE: Adoption of this recommendation requires a 
two-thirds vote of the Board members present, or, if less than two-thirds of the Board 
members are present, a unanimous vote of those members present.) 
 
1. Consider Board Member’s Request for Remote Participation (AB 2449) 
 
2. Consent Calendar 
 

(All matters under the Consent Calendar will be approved by one motion unless a 
Board member or a member of the public requests separate action or discussion 
on a specific item) 

a. Consider approving the minutes of the January 22, 2026 Board meeting  
 

b. Consider approving Director Gaskins to attend the ACWA JPIA Meeting on 
May 4 with approved travel accommodations from May 3-4. 
 

c. Consider approving Director Gaskins and Director McClean to attend the 
ACWA Spring Conference from May 5-7 with approved travel 
accommodations from May 4-7. 

 

Recommended Action: The Board will consider approving the above Consent 

Calendar. 
 

3. Director Reports for Meetings Attended (Oral Report) 
 
 

GENERAL MANAGER INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
4. California Special District’s Association (CSDA) Board of Directors Call for 

Nominations, Southern Network – Seat C (Reference Material Included) 
 
The Elections and Bylaws Committee is looking for Independent Special District 
Board Members or their General Managers who are interested in leading the 
direction of the California Special Districts Association for the 2027 - 2029 term. 
The Board will provide direction to staff regarding any potential nomination for the 
Seat C election. 
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5. SB707 Brown Act Compliance (Reference Material Included) 
 
Effective January 1, 2026, SB 707 mandates that local agencies provide a copy 
of the Brown Act to every member of their legislative body. The California Special 
Districts Association Brown Act Compliance Manual, updated in January 2026 to 
incorporate the provisions of SB 707 is attached for reference. For further 
reference, the current text of the revamped Brown Act is also attached. 
 

6. General Manager’s Monthly Report (Reference Material Included)  
 
Staff will review and comment on the General Manager’s Monthly Report. 

 
7. Legislative Reports (Reference Material Included) 

 
Staff and General Counsel will review and comment on the Legislative reports. 
 

8. Public Education and Outreach Report   
 
Staff will review and comment on the Public Education and Outreach report. 

 

9. Water Use Efficiency Report (Reference Material Included) 
 
Staff will review and comment on the Water Use Efficiency Report. 
 

10. South Orange County Wastewater Authority (SOCWA) Report  
(Reference Material Included) 

a. SOCWA Board Meeting – February 5, 2026 

b. SOCWA Engineering Committee Meeting – February 12, 2026 - Cancelled 

c. SOCWA Finance Committee Meeting – February 17, 2026 
 
11. Municipal Water District of Orange County (MWDOC) Report 

(Reference Material Included) 

a. MWDOC Planning/Operations Meeting – February 2, 2026 

b. MWDOC Met Directors Workshop – February 4, 2026 

c. MWDOC Admin/Finance Meeting – February 11, 2026 

d. MWDOC Board Meeting – February 18, 2026 
 
12. South Orange County Agencies Group Meeting (Reference Material Included) 

 
Report on the January 22, 2026 SOCAG meeting. 
 

13. Local Agency Formation Commission Report (Reference Material Included) 
 
Report on the February 11, 2026 LAFCO meeting 
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14. ISDOC Meetings Report (Reference Material Included) 

 
Report on the February 3, 2026 ISDOC Executive Committee meeting. 

 
15. WACO Meeting Report (Reference Material Included) 

 
Report on the February 6, 2026 WACO Meeting 

 
 
COMMITTEE AND GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
16. Dates to Remember for February/March  (Reference Material Included) 

 
 
COMMENTS REGARDING NON-AGENDA ITEMS  
 
 

 
ATTORNEY REPORT 

 
CLOSED SESSION 
 
At this time the Board will go into Closed Session as follows: 

 
1. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (2) to consult with legal 

counsel and staff – Anticipated Litigation. 
 

2. Pursuant to Government Code Section 54956.9 (d) (4) to consult with legal 
counsel and staff- Potential Initiation of Litigation. (one matter) 
 

 
REGULAR SESSION 
 
REPORT ON CLOSED SESSION (Legal Counsel) 
 
Mr. Granito will provide an oral report on the Closed Session.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 

The agenda material for this meeting is available to the public at the District's Administrative Office, which is 

located at 24251 Los Alisos Blvd., Lake Forest, CA. 92630. If any additional material related to an open session 

agenda item is distributed to all or a majority of the board of directors after this agenda is posted, such material 
will be made available for immediate public inspection at the same location. 

 
Request for Disability-Related Modifications or Accommodations 

 
If you require any disability-related accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, in order to participate in 
this public meeting, please telephone the District's Recording Secretary, Marisol Melendez at (949) 837-7050, 
extension 225 at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to said meeting. If you prefer, your request may be submitted 
in writing to El Toro Water District, P.O. Box 4000, Laguna Hills, California 92654, Attention: Marisol Melendez. 
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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 

EL TORO WATER DISTRICT 

January 22, 2026 

 

President Freshley called the meeting of the Board of Directors of the EL TORO 

WATER DISTRICT to order at 7:30 a.m.   

 Vice President Havens led the Pledge of Allegiance to the flag. 

Directors MARK MONIN, MIKE GASKINS, KAY HAVENS, KATHRYN 

FRESHLEY, and WYATT McCLEAN participated. 

Also participating were DENNIS P. CAFFERTY, General Manager, GILBERT J. 

GRANITO, General Counsel, VISHAV SHARMA, CFO, HANNAH FORD, Director of 

Engineering, SCOTT HOPKINS, Operations Superintendent, JUDY CIMORELL, 

Director of Human Resources, MIKE MIAZGA, Information Technology Manager 

(Zoom), SHERRI SEITZ, Public Affairs, Manager, VU CHU, Water Resources 

Supervisor, RORY HARNISCH, Senior Engineer (8:08 a.m.), VICKI TANIOUS, Senior 

Accountant (Zoom), ERIC WILSON, Senior Mechanic, CAROL MOORE, Laguna 

Woods City Council Member (Zoom), MIKE G. (Zoom), Member of the Public, and 

MARISOL MELENDEZ, Recording Secretary.  

Determination of a Quorum 

 Five Board members were present for the meeting. Therefore, a Quorum was 

determined. 

Oral Communications/Public Comments 

 There were no comments.  
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Items Received Too Late to be Agendized 

President Freshley asked if there were any items received too late to be 

agendized. Mr. Cafferty replied no. 

Presentation of Awards, Recognitions, Certifications and Introductions  

Mr. Cafferty recognized and congratulated Mr. Wilson for 25 years of service with 

the District.   

 Mr. Wilson left the meeting at approximately 7:38 a.m.  

Consent Calendar  

 President Freshley asked for a Motion. 

 Motion:  Director Monin made a Motion, seconded by Vice President Havens to 

approve the Consent Calendar. 

Roll Call Vote: 

 Director McClean  aye 
 Director Monin  aye 
 Director Gaskins  aye 
 Vice President Havens aye 
 President Freshley  aye 
 
Directors Reports for Meetings Attended 

 Director Gaskins stated that he attended the MWDOC P&O meeting, the 

MWDOC Met Directors Workshop, the MWDOC Admin/Finance meeting, the District’s 

Engineering and Finance meeting, the MWDOC Board meeting, the District’s regular 

Board meeting, the SOCAG meeting, will be attending the MWDOC Water Policy 

Forum, and the Water Infrastructure Networking Summit.   

 Director Monin stated that he attended the MWDOC P&O meeting, the ISDOC 

meeting, the MWDOC Met Director’s Workshop, the CASA Conference, the MWDOC 

Admin/Finance meeting, the District’s Board meeting, the District’s Engineering and 



January 22, 2026 Board Meeting 3 

Finance meeting, the MWDOC Water Policy Forum, the ISDOC Quarterly Luncheon, 

and the OCWA Luncheon.  

 Director McClean stated that he attended the MWDOC P&O meeting, the ISDOC 

meeting, the MWDOC Met Directors Workshop, the WACO meeting, the MWDOC 

Admin/Finance meeting, the District’s Engineering and Finance meeting, the District’s 

regular Board meeting, the SOCEC meeting, the MWDOC Water Policy Forum, and the 

Water Infrastructure Summit next week.  

 Vice President Havens stated that she attended the MWDOC P&O meeting, a 

WEROC meeting, the MWDOC Met Director’s Workshop, the WACO meeting, the 

Agenda Review meeting, the MWDOC Admin/Finance meeting, the District’s 

Engineering and Finance meeting, the District’s regular Board meeting, the MWDOC 

Board meeting, will attend the MWDOC Water Policy Forum, the ISDOC Quarterly 

Luncheon, and the Form 700 Workshop next week.  

 President Freshley stated that she attended both ETWD’s regular Board 

meetings, the RRC meeting, the SOCWA Board meeting, the SOCWA Executive 

Committee meeting, the SOCWA Finance Meeting, the CASA Conference, the ISDOC 

Luncheon, the LAFCO meeting, the Laguna Woods City Council meeting, the WACO 

meeting, the MWDOC P&O meeting, the MWDOC Met Directors Workshop, and the 

MWDOC Water Policy Dinner.  

General Manager Action Items 

Proposed Amendments to ISDOC Bylaws 

 Mr. Caffery reported that ISDOC is proposing updates to its Bylaws, including 

revisions to allow a staff member to serve as the Secretary and to permit the Executive 

Committee meetings to be conducted remotely.  
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 President Freshley asked for a Motion. 

 Motion:  Director Monin made a Motion, seconded by Vice President Havens to 

cast a ballot in favor of the proposed Bylaw revisions as recommended by the ISDOC 

Executive Committee.  

Roll Call Vote: 

 Director McClean  aye 
 Director Monin  aye 
 Director Gaskins  aye 
 Vice President Havens aye 
 President Freshley  aye 
 
Resolution No. 26-1-3 Third Amendment to the El Toro Water District Retirement 

Savings Plan 

 Mr. Cafferty explained that the District’s 401(k) Plan allows participants to take 

loans against their retirement accounts, which are repaid with interest to the participant. 

He reported that the loan procedures have been updated and will be incorporated into 

the plan document by adoption of the Third amendment. The primary change increases 

the allowable number of loans that can be taken at a time from one to up to three, 

subject to the IRS limit of $50,000 across all loans combined. He noted that Empower 

and Special Counsel reviewed the updated documents and confirmed they are legally 

compliant. The loan interest rate will remain at 4% and the age restriction previously 

included in the procedures has been removed.  

 Director Monin inquired about the three-loan limit. Mr. Cafferty responded that 

the limit was established to avoid creating excessive administrative burden for staff. He 

added that adjustments could be considered in the future if warranted.  

President Freshley asked for a Motion. 
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 Motion:  Vice President Havens made a Motion, seconded by Director Gaskins to 

adopt Resolution No. 26-1-3, which adopts the Third Amendment to the El Toro Water 

District Retirement Savings Plan.    

 Roll Call Vote: 

 Director McClean  aye 
 Director Monin  aye 
 Director Gaskins  aye 
 Vice President Havens aye 
 President Freshley  aye 
 
Resolution No. 26-1-4 Modifying Standing and External Organization Board and Staff 

Assignments for Calendar Year 2026 

 Mr. Cafferty reported that committee assignments were updated as reflected in 

the redlined materials. He noted that the Community Advisory Group was removed from 

the list of standing committees, as previously discussed. Additional updates included 

revisions to ACWA committee assignments and the addition of MET inspection trips. He 

also stated that an updated Form 806 will be posted on the District website. 

 Director Monin inquired about including the WACO Planning meeting on the list 

of compensable meetings. Following Board discussion, the Board agreed to add the 

WACO Planning meeting as a compensable meeting available to all five Directors.   

President Freshley asked for a Motion. 

 Motion:  Director Monin made a Motion, seconded by Vice President Havens to 

adopt Resolution No. 26-1-4 modifying Standing and External Organization Board and 

Staff Assignments for Calendar year 2026, with the addition of WACO Planning as a 

compensable meeting.   
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 Roll Call Vote: 

 Director McClean  aye 
 Director Monin  aye 
 Director Gaskins  aye 
 Vice President Havens aye 
 President Freshley  aye 
 
General Manager Information Items 

Operations Report  

 Mr. Hopkins reported that staff achieved 99% of the established goals, with the 

exception of hydrant painting. He stated that he will coordinate with the City and local 

fire department regarding the blue markers used to identify fire hydrant locations. He 

also noted that he will continue to solicit staff input on production goals.   

 Mr. Harnisch provided a detailed presentation on the battery report, explaining 

the background and context of the project, contract details, operational concepts, 

energy savings and savings-sharing structure, and the demand graph analysis. He 

noted that the prior year resulted in the highest savings to date, totaling $67,464, and 

that savings are projected to increase in the current year.  

 Mr. Harnisch left the meeting at approximately 9:14 a.m.  

General Manager’s Monthly Report  

 Mr. Cafferty highlighted the Leadership Academy Program, which was 

developed in collaboration with seven other local agencies to provide participating 

staff with leadership tools and training.  

Legislative Reports 

 There were no comments.  

 Ms. Ford left the meeting at approximately 9:24 a.m. and Mr. Sharma left the 

meeting at approximately 9:28 a.m.  
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Public Education and Outreach Report 

 Ms. Seitz reported that President Freshley is scheduled for the next Laguna 

Woods Village Television appearance. She stated that a press release will be issued 

announcing the appointment of Director Kathryn Freshley as President and Director 

Kay Havens as Vice President. She also noted that the District’s website is anticipated 

to launch in February.   

Water Use Efficiency Report 

Mr. Chu reported that water usage decreased due to recent rainfall, with total 

potable demand down significantly in December 2025. He noted that recycled water, 

single family, and multi-family usage also declined compared to the same period last 

year. He added the staff submitted the Districts Urban Water Use Objective report last 

month and that all standards were met.  

SOCWA Reports 

 President Freshley reported that there was discussion regarding PC2’s 

decision to hire a public relations consultant.  

MWDOC 

 Mr. Cafferty reported that a Colorado River update was discussed at the Met 

Directors workshop. He also noted that staff participated in an emergency response 

tabletop exercise with Vicki Osborne from WEROC, which provided valuable training 

and identified areas for staff follow up.  

LAFCO 

 President Freshley reported that Wendy Buckman was appointed as Chair and 

Jim Fisler as Vice Chair.  
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ISDOC 

 Director Monin reported that Luis Tapia of LAFCO will be speaking at the 

Quarterly Luncheon.  

WACO 

 Director Monin reported that Robert Thompson from OC Sanitation District was 

the program speaker.   

COMMITTEE AND GENERAL INFORMATION  

Dates to Remember for January/February 2026 

 There were no comments.   

Comments Regarding Non-Agenda Items  

 Director Gaskins noted that an Edison power failure impacted internet service 

at Laguna Woods Village. Mr. Cafferty added that the Plant was also affected and that 

the generator proved effective during the outage.  

 Mr. Cafferty announced that the SOCAG meetings will be hosted by Santa 

Margarita after the next meeting.  

Attorney Report 

Mr. Granito reported that there is no need for a Closed Session today. 

Adjournment 

 There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was 

adjourned at approximately 9:54 a.m. 

 

 

 

 



January 22, 2026 Board Meeting 9 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
   

MARISOL MELENDEZ 
 Recording Secretary 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
 
  
KATHRYN FRESHLEY, President of  
the El Toro Water District and the 
Board of Directors thereof 
 
 
 
  
DENNIS P. CAFFERTY, Secretary  
of the El Toro Water District and 
the Board of Directors thereof  



Spring 
Conference‘26

The ACWA Conference brings California’s water 
leaders together to address today’s challenges 
and shape the future. Through intentional 
dialogue, discussion forums and informational 
sessions spanning state and federal policy, 
finance, legal issues and more, the conference is 
the premier destination for those committed to 
caring for California’s water resources now and 
for generations to come.

Register at acwa.com/events/acwaconf-spring26.

ADVANTAGE By April 3 After April 3

Full Registration 
Buy 5 and receive 1 free* $999 $1,099

One-Day: Tues / Thurs $495 $595

One-Day: Wed $595 $695

STANDARD By April 3 After April 3

Full Registration 
Buy 5 and receive 1 free* $1,475 $1,575

One-Day: Tues / Thurs $775 $875

One-Day: Wed $885 $985

Register for ACWA Conference

For full pricing details, visit the ACWA website. *Cannot combine with other discounted registrations.
Advantage rate – Special pricing for our Public Agency Members, Affiliates & Associates.  
Standard rate – Open to all water professionals and interested attendees.

May 5 – 7, 2026
Sacramento, CA

http://acwa.com/events/acwaconf-spring26


Day 1 | Tuesday
	 9:30 AM	 Committee Meeting & Education Session  

Groundwater Committee

	 10:45 AM	 Commitee Meetings 
Energy Committee | Water Management Committee

	 11:45 AM	 Networking Lunch
	 11:45 AM 	 Taskforce Meetings 

Outreach Taskforce | Headwater Taskforce

	 1:00 PM	 Committee Meetings & Education Session  
Agriculture Committee | Local Government Committee

	 2:15 PM	 Committee Meetings & Education Session  
Water Quality Committee | Communications Committee | Finance Committee

	 3:30 PM	 Committee Meetings 
Legal Affairs Committee | Federal Affairs Committee | Membership Committee

	 4:00 PM	 New Member Mixer
	 4:15 PM	 Spotlight Session in the Exhibit Hall
	 5:00 PM	 Welcome Reception in the Exhibit Hall

Day 2 | Wednesday
	 7:30 AM	 Continental Breakfast
	 8:30 AM	 Welcome Keynote & Opening Address
	10:30 AM	 Program  & Spotlight Sessions
	 11:45 AM	 Networking Lunch
	 1:30 PM	 Water Talk 
	 2:30 PM	 Program Sessions 
	 3:45 PM	 Region Meetings
	 3:00 PM	 Spotlight Sessions
	 5:00 PM	 Networking Reception in the Exhibit Hall

Day 3 | Thursday
	 7:30 AM	 Continental Breakfast
	 8:30 AM	 Grand Prize Drawing in the Exhibit Hall
	 9:00 AM	 Program Sessions 
	10:30 AM	 Closing Keynote & Awards Presentation
	 12:00 PM	 Lunch & Learn Program Sessions 

Preliminary Agenda At-A-Glance

May qualify for continuing education credits.

Visit acwa.com/events/acwaconf-spring26 for full agenda and to register.

Hotel Information

Hyatt Regency
1209 L St., Sacramento

Room Rate: $249/night + 
taxes & fees

Sheraton Grand
1230 J St., Sacramento

Room Rate: $234/night + 
taxes & fees

Note: Conference 
registration is required to 
book at the ACWA group 
rate. A reservation link will be 
provided in your registration 
confirmation email.

http://acwa.com/events/acwaconf-spring26


 

Agenda Item No. 4 
 

 

STAFF REPORT 

To: Board of Directors Meeting Date:  February 26, 2026 

From: Dennis Cafferty, General Manager 

Subject: California Special Districts Association (CSDA) 2027-2029 Board of 
Directors Call for Nominations – Southern Network Region, Seat C 

 
The leadership of CSDA is elected from its six geographical networks. Each of the six 
networks has three seats on the board with staggered three year terms. The CSDA 
Elections and Bylaws Committee is looking for independent special district Board 
Members or their General Managers from the Southern Network who are interested in 
leading the direction of the California Special Districts Association for the 2027-2029 term. 
Candidates for the Southern Network Region, Seat C must be affiliated with an 
independent special district that is a CSDA Regular Member in good standing and located 
within the Southern Network (see attached CSDA Network Map).  
 
The incumbent for the Southern Network Seat C, Nikki Winslow, District Director, Altadena 
Library District is running for re-election. 
 
The CSDA Board of Directors is the governing body responsible for all policy decisions 
related to CSDA’s member services, legislative advocacy, professional development, and 
other resources for members. The Board of Directors is crucial to the operation of the 
Association and to the representation of the common interests of all California’s special 
districts before the Legislature and the State Administration. Serving on the Board 
requires one’s interest in the issues confronting special districts statewide. 
 
Details regarding the Commitment and Expectations are described as follows: 
 

• Attend all board meetings, usually 4-5 meetings annually, at the CSDA office in 
Sacramento. 

• Participate on at least one committee, meets 3-5 times a year at the CSDA office in 
Sacramento. (CSDA reimburses directors for their related expenses for board and 
committee meetings as outlined in board policy.) 

• Attend, at minimum, the following CSDA annual events: Special Districts Legislative 
Days - held in the spring, and the CSDA Annual Conference - held in the 
summer/fall. (CSDA does not reimburse travel related expenses for the two 
conferences even if a board or committee meeting is held in conjunction with the 
event.) 
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Nominations – Southern Network Region, Seat C 
Page 2 
 

 

• Complete all four modules of CSDA’s Special District Leadership Academy within 2 
years of being elected. (CSDA does not reimburse expenses for the academy 
classes even if a board or committee meeting is held in conjunction with the event.) 

 
Any Regular Member district in good standing is eligible to nominate one person, a board 
member or managerial employee (as defined by that district’s Board of Directors), for 
election to the CSDA Board of Directors. The deadline for receiving nominations in the 
Southern Network is April 10, 2026. CSDA will begin electronic voting on June 9, 2026 
with voting concluding on July 24, 2026. 
 
Should the Board determine to nominate a candidate, staff will agendize a resolution to 
that effect at the March Board meeting.  



Last Updated December 2025 

2026 Board of Directors by Networks 
Northern Network 
Greg Orsini, McKinleyville Community Service District 
Fred Ryness, Burney Water District  
Kevin Phillips, Paradise Irrigation District 

Sierra Network 
Steve Palmer, Donner Summit Public Utilities District
Pete Kampa, Groveland Community Services District                     
Noelle Mattock, El Dorado Hills Community Services District  

Bay Area Network 
Kathryn Slater-Carter, San Mateo County Harbor District 
Ryan Clausnitzer, Alameda County Mosquito Abatement District 
Antonio Martinez, Contra Costa Water District 

Central Network 
Curtis Jorritsma, Hilmar County Water District  
Patrick Ostly, North of River Sanitary District  
Lorenzo Rios, Clovis Veterans Memorial District 

Coastal Network 
Scott Duffield, Heritage Ranch Community Services District 
Vincent Ferrante, Moss Landing Harbor District 
Elaine Magner, Pleasant Valley Recreation & Park District 

Southern Network 
Don Bartz, Phelon Pinon Hills Community Services District 
Jo MacKenzie, Vista Irrigation District  
Nikki Winslow, Altadena Library District 



 
 
DATE:  February 9, 2026 
 
TO:  CSDA Voting Member Presidents and General Managers 
 
FROM:  CSDA Elections and Bylaws Committee 
 
SUBJECT: CSDA BOARD OF DIRECTORS CALL FOR NOMINATIONS  
   SEAT C  
 
The Elections and Bylaws Committee is looking for Independent Special District Board Members or 
their General Managers who are interested in leading the direction of the California Special Districts 
Association for the 2027 - 2029 term. 
 
The leadership of CSDA is elected from its six geographical networks. Each of the six networks has 
three seats on the Board with staggered 3-year terms. Candidates must be affiliated with an 
independent special district that is a CSDA Regular Member in good standing and located within the 
geographic network that they seek to represent.  
(See attached CSDA Network Map) 
 
The CSDA Board of Directors is the governing body responsible for all policy decisions related to 
CSDA’s member services, legislative advocacy, professional development, and other resources for 
members. The Board of Directors is crucial to the operation of the Association and to the 
representation of the common interests of all California’s special districts before the Legislature and the 
State Administration. Serving on the Board requires one’s interest in the issues confronting special 
districts statewide. 
 
Commitment and Expectations:     

• Attend all Board meetings, usually 4-5 meetings annually, at the CSDA office in Sacramento. 
• Participate on at least one committee, meets 3-5 times a year at the CSDA office in 

Sacramento.  
(CSDA reimburses Directors for their related expenses for Board and committee meetings as 
outlined in Board policy). 

• Attend, at minimum, the following CSDA annual events: Special Districts Legislative Days - 
held in the spring, and the CSDA Annual Conference - held in the fall.  
(CSDA does not reimburse expenses for the two conferences even if a Board or committee 
meeting is held in conjunction with the event) 

• Complete all four modules of CSDA’s Special District Leadership Academy within 2 years of 
being elected. 
(CSDA does not reimburse expenses for the Academy classes even if a Board or committee 
meeting is held in conjunction with the event). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Nomination Procedures: Any Regular Member district in good standing is eligible to nominate one 
person, a board member or managerial employee (as defined by that district’s Board of Directors), for 
election to the CSDA Board of Directors. A copy of the member district’s resolution or minute 
action and Candidate Information Sheet must accompany the nomination. The deadline for 
receiving nominations is April 10, 2026. Nominations and supporting documentation may be 
mailed or emailed. 
 
Mail:  1112 I Street, Suite 200, Sacramento, CA 95814 
Fax:   916.442.7889 
E-mail: amberp@csda.net 
 
Once received, nominees will receive a candidate’s letter. The letter will serve as confirmation 
that CSDA has received the nomination and will also include campaign guidelines. 
 
CSDA will begin electronic voting on June 9, 2026. All votes must be received through the system no 
later than 5:00 p.m. July 24, 2026. The successful candidates will be notified no later than July 31, 
2026. All selected Board Members will be introduced at the CSDA Annual Conference in Palm Desert, 
CA in August 2026. 
 

Expiring Terms 
(See enclosed map for Network breakdown) 

 
Northern Network Seat C – Fred Ryness, Director, Burney Water District* 
Sierra Network Seat C – Pete Kampa, General Manager, Groveland Community Services District* 
Bay Area Network Seat C – Antonio Martinez, Director, Contra Costa Water District* 
Central Network Seat C – Curtis Jorritsma, General Manager, Hilmar County Water District* 
Coastal Network Seat C – Vince Ferrante, Director, Moss Landing Harbor District* 
Southern Network Seat C – Nikki Winslow, District Director, Altadena Library District* 

(* = Incumbent is running for re-election) 

 
If you have any questions, please contact Amber Phelen at  amberp@csda.net. 

CSDA will be using a web-based online voting system allowing your district to cast your vote 
easily and securely. Electronic Ballots will be emailed to the main contact in your district June 9, 2026. All 
votes must be received through the system no later than 5:00 p.m. July 24, 2026. 
 
Districts can opt to cast a paper ballot instead; but you must contact Amber Phelen by e-mail 
amberp@csda.net by April 24, 2026 in order to ensure that you will receive a paper ballot on time. 
 
CSDA will mail paper ballots on June 9, 2026 per district request only.    
 

mailto:amberp@csda.net


 
 

2027-2029 TERM BOARD OF DIRECTORS NOMINATION FORM 
 

 
Name of Candidate: ____________________________________________________ 
 
Title/District: __________________________________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address: _______________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Network: _____________________________________________ (see map) 
 
 
Telephone:____________________________________________________________   
(PLEASE BE SURE THE PHONE NUMBER IS ONE WHERE WE CAN REACH THE CANDIDATE)  
 
Fax:__________________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail: _______________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

Return this form, a Board resolution/minute action supporting the candidate, and 
Candidate Information Sheet by mail or email to: 

 
 

CSDA 
Attn: Amber Phelen 

1112 I Street, Suite 200 
Sacramento, CA  95814 

(877) 924-2732  
 

amberp@csda.net 

DEADLINE FOR RECEIVING NOMINATIONS:  

April 10, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. 



2027-2029 TERM - CSDA BOARD CANDIDATE INFORMATION SHEET 
The following information MUST accompany your nomination form and Resolution/minute order: 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

District/Company: ____________________________________________________________ 

Title: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Elected/Appointed/Staff: _______________________________________________________ 

Length of Service with District: _________________________________________________  

1. Do you have current involvement with CSDA (such as committees, events,
workshops, conferences, Governance Academy, etc.):

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. What other state-wide associations have you been involved with? (such as CSAC,
ACWA, League, etc.):

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

3. List your local government involvement (such as LAFCo, Association of
Governments, etc.):

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

4. List your involvement in civic and/or non-profit organization:

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

**Candidate Statement – Although it is not required, each candidate is requested to 
submit a candidate statement of no more than 300 words in length.  Any statements 

received in the CSDA office after the nomination deadlines will not be included with the 
ballot. 



 

Agenda Item No. 5 
 

 

STAFF REPORT 

To: Board of Directors Meeting Date: February 26, 2026 

From: Dennis Cafferty, General Manager 

Subject: SB 707 Brown Act Compliance 

 
On October 3, 2025, Governor Newsom signed into law SB 707 (Durazo), which makes 
sweeping revisions to the Ralph M. Brown Act (the Brown Act).  
 
Effective January 1, 2026, SB 707 mandates that local agencies provide a copy of the 
Brown Act to every member of their legislative body.  
 
The California Special Districts Association Brown Act Compliance Manual, updated in 
January 2026 to incorporate the provisions of SB707 is attached for reference.  
 
For further reference, the current text of the revamped Brown Act is attached. 
  



 
 
 

California Special Districts Association 
Brown Act Compliance Manual 
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Introduction
The Ralph M. Brown Act (“Brown Act”)1 was enacted in 1953 in response 
to a series of articles in the San Francisco Chronicle detailing the way local 
agencies at the time conducted secret meetings or caucuses even though 
state law had long required that local agencies conduct business publicly. 
The purpose behind the Brown Act, as originally adopted and as it remains 
today, is to ensure that actions of local public agencies — including their 
deliberations, are taken in open and public meetings, with posted agendas, 
and where all persons are permitted to attend and participate. 

This manual provides special districts2 with guidelines and tips for 
complying with the various meeting agenda, notice, public participation, 
and public reporting requirements of the Brown Act. Districts are permitted 
to and should consider adopting local policies that exceed the minimum 
requirements of the Brown Act in terms of providing greater public access 
and openness to district business.

“In enacting this chapter, the 
Legislature finds and declares that 

the public commissions, boards and 
councils and the other public agencies 
in this State exist to aid in the conduct 

of the people’s business. It is the intent 
of the law that their actions be taken 

openly and that their deliberations be 
conducted openly.” ³

Printing made possible by the California Special Districts Alliance, a partnership between the California Special Districts Association 
(CSDA), the CSDA Finance Corporation (CSDAFC), and the Special District Risk Management Authority (SDRMA).
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Note: A local agency must 
provide a copy of this chapter to 
any person elected or appointed 
to serve as a member of a 
legislative body of the  
local agency.

I. Overview of the Brown Act
The purpose behind the Brown Act is to ensure that actions of local public 
agencies – including their deliberations - are taken in open and public 
meetings, with posted agendas, and where all persons are permitted to 
attend and participate. Courts construe the Brown Act liberally, in favor of 
openness and narrowly construe its limited exemptions. 

The Brown Act and incorporated provisions of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act not only guarantee the public’s right to attend and 
participate in open and public meetings but ensure that the meetings 
will actually be accessible to all members of the public. Violations of the 
Brown Act can result in the action taken being invalidated and the award of 
attorney’s fees and costs if there is a successful legal action against a public 
agency. Certain intentional violations can result in criminal prosecution. 
And regardless of the nature of the violation, the mere fact that the public 
perceives that an agency is improperly conducting business behind closed 
doors can indelibly damage the public’s trust in local government.

This manual provides special districts with guidelines and tips for complying 
with the various meeting agenda, notice, public participation, and public 
reporting requirements of the Brown Act. The manual also includes 
guidance on how members of a legislative body may engage with the public 
on social media platforms and details on how to permit remote participation 
in a Brown Act compliant teleconference meeting.

This manual provides special districts 
with guidelines and tips for complying 

with the various meeting agenda, 
notice, public participation, and public 

reporting requirements of the  
Brown Act.

Scan/Click for 
Live Web Page

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=2.&chapter=9.&part=1.&lawCode=GOV&title=5
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=2.&chapter=9.&part=1.&lawCode=GOV&title=5
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This manual is not intended to
provide legal advice on any specific issue. 

This manual is not intended to provide legal advice on any specific issue. Because the statutory 
and case law summarized in this manual is subject to change, district staff and officials should 
always seek the advice of agency legal counsel as to the application of the Brown Act in a 
particular situation and to ascertain whether there have been recent changes to the Brown Act 
or its interpretation by the courts.

Purpose and Basic Rule
The purpose of the Brown Act is elegantly stated in the 
opening declaration:

“In enacting this chapter, 
the Legislature finds and 
declares that the public 
commissions, boards and 
councils and the other public 
agencies in this State exist 
to aid in the conduct of the 
people’s business.” 

It is the intent of the law that their actions be taken 
openly and that their deliberations be conducted 
openly.3

The Brown Act’s basic and unchanged rule provides:

“All meetings of the 
legislative body of a local 
agency shall be open and 
public, and all persons shall 
be permitted to attend any 
meeting of the legislative 
body.”4

As summarized by one court: “It is clearly the policy of 
this state that the proceedings of public agencies, and 
the conduct of the people’s business, [must] take place 
at open meetings, and that the deliberative process by 
which decisions related to the public’s business are made 
[must] be conducted in full view of the public.”   Thus, 
except for certain closed session items, all aspects of the 
decision-making process by legislative bodies—including 
the acquisition of information, discussion and debate—
must be conducted in public.
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II. District Legislative Bodies and Other 
Groups Covered and Not Covered
The Brown Act only applies to a district “legislative body” as defined 
in Section 54952. Therefore, understanding the scope of that term is 
the critical first step in determining whether the Brown Act applies to a 
particular district body or group.

What bodies are considered a “legislative body” subject to 
the Brown Act?
1.	 The Governing Body of a district (i.e., the board of directors) is 

considered a “legislative body” subject to the Brown Act.6 

2.	 Standing committees of a legislative body, regardless of their 
composition (i.e., including less than a quorum of the legislative body), 
that have either (a) continuing subject matter jurisdiction or (b) a 
meeting schedule fixed by formal action of a legislative body are subject 
to the Brown Act.8

3.	 Appointed bodies, whether permanent or temporary, decision-making 
or advisory, created by a formal act of the governing body are subject 
to the Brown Act.9 The “formal act” required to create a Brown Act 
legislative body includes any official action and is not necessarily limited 
to formation by a formal vote or adoption of a resolution.10 

4.	 Joint Powers Authority legislative bodies of a legally separate entity 
established by districts under the Joint Exercise of Powers Act must 
comply with the Brown Act.11

5.	 Private organizations and other separate entities. The board or 
other governing body of a private organization, such as a nonprofit 
corporation, is subject to the Brown Act, if: (a) a district legislative body 
created or was involved in bringing the organization into existence to 
exercise lawfully delegated authority, or (b) if both of the following 
requirements are met: (i) the organization receives funds from the 

Note: The Brown Act also applies to persons elected to 
serve on a legislative body covered by the Brown Act but 
who have not yet assumed the duties of office.7



district and (ii) a member has been appointed as a 
full voting member of such board by the district’s 
legislative body.12, 13 

What district bodies or groups are not 
considered a “legislative body” subject to the 
Brown Act?
1.	 A temporary advisory committee (often referred 

to as an ad hoc committee) composed solely of less 
than a quorum of the legislative body that is created 
for a single or limited purpose (e.g., a recruitment 
committee for a vacant position or a committee to 
investigate a particular incident or issue) that will 
dissolve once its task is completed is not subject to 
the Brown Act.

2.	 Groups advisory to a single member of a 
legislative body created by the informal action of 
the particular member to advise the member are not 
covered by the Brown Act.14 

3.	 A group appointed by district staff (e.g., a 
committee to assist with a district social or 
community event) is not subject to the Brown Act.

Compliance Tip
Forming a true ad hoc advisory committee that 
is composed solely of less than a quorum of the 
legislative body and that is not subject to the 
Brown Act requires careful consideration of these 
restrictions. 

Brown Act
Compliance Manual
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III. Meetings Covered and Exempted

Compliance Tip 
The use of e-mail can easily result in a serial meeting along with a paper trail establishing a potential 
violation of the Brown Act.18  District legislative body members must be extremely careful with the use of 

e-mail, except to pass along general information. For example, members should refrain in e-mails from stating 
or taking a position on matters that may come before the district. Members should also refrain from giving 
instructions or directions to staff members unless they have clear authority to do so. One never knows where, 
or in how many inboxes an e-mail may end up. This tip is equally applicable to members posting comments on 
social media and other technological platforms. 

Prohibition Against Serial Meetings
Outside of a properly noticed and conducted Brown Act 
meeting, a majority of the members of a legislative body 
may not use a series of communication of any kind, 
directly or through intermediaries, to discuss, deliberate, 
or take action on any item that is within the body’s 
subject matter jurisdiction.17

This type of prohibited “serial meeting” can occur in 
two ways:

1.	 Chain: If member A contacts member B, and B 
contacts member C, and C contacts member D, and 
so on, until a quorum of the legislative body has 
been involved. 

2.	 Hub-and-spoke: An intermediary, such as the 
general manager, contacts at least a quorum of 
the members of the legislative body to develop 
a collective concurrence (or communicate each 
member’s respective positions) on an action to be 
taken by the legislative body.

The Brown Act only applies to “meetings” of district 
legislative bodies. Thus, it is critical to understand 
what meetings are covered and what gatherings are not 
considered a meeting.

Definition of Meeting
The Brown Act defines a “meeting” as any 
congregation of a majority of the members of a 
legislative body at the same time and location, 
including a teleconference location, to hear, discuss, 
deliberate, or take action on any item that is within 
the legislative body’s subject matter jurisdiction.15  As 
defined, the term “meeting” is not limited to gatherings 
at which action is taken but applies equally to situations 
where a quorum of the legislative body merely hears, 
discusses, or deliberates on district business. These terms 
have their ordinary meaning, but there is a specific 
definition for “action taken,” which includes: 

1.	 a collective decision by a majority of the members of 
a legislative body; 

2.	 a collective commitment, or promise by a majority 
of the members to make a positive or negative 
decision; or 

3.	 an actual vote by a majority of the members of the 
legislative body sitting as a body or entity, upon a 
motion, proposal, resolution, order, or ordinance.16
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Teleconferencing Meetings

Standard Teleconferencing

Meetings may be conducted by teleconferencing (i.e., 
any electronic audio or video connection) under the 
following conditions:19

1.	 agendas are posted at teleconferencing locations 
specifying all teleconference locations;

2.	 public access is provided at each teleconference 
location;

3.	 public opportunity to speak is provided at each 
teleconference location; and

4.	 all votes are taken by roll call.

At least a quorum of the members of the legislative 
body must participate in the teleconference within the 
boundaries of the district.

Alternative Teleconferencing

A legislative body of a local agency may utilize 
teleconferencing without complying with the 
aforementioned requirements for ‘standard 
teleconferencing’ in any of the circumstances described 
in Government Code sections 54953.8.1 to 54953.8.7. 
However, the local agency must comply with each of the 
following mandatory procedures:

1.	 The legislative body must provide either a 1) two-
way audiovisual platform or 2) a two-way telephonic 
service and live webcasting of the meeting.

2.	 Each agenda and notice for the meeting must 
include information for all persons to attend via a 
call-in option or an internet-based service option. 

3.	 In the event of a disruption that prevents 
broadcasting the meeting or the receipt of public 
comments, the legislative body shall take no further 
action on items appearing on the meeting agenda 
until public access to the meeting is restored. 
(Actions taken on agenda items during a disruption 
that prevents the legislative body from broadcasting 

the meeting may be challenged pursuant to Section 
54960.1.)

4.	 The public must have an opportunity to address the 
legislative body and offer comments in real time. In 
addition, the public cannot be required to submit 
comments in advance of the meeting. 

5.	 The minutes of the meeting must identify any 
member of the legislative body who participated 
from a remote location as well as the specific 
provision of law that permitted their remote 
participation. Every member participating from 
a remote location shall publicly disclose at the 
meeting before any action is taken whether any other 
individuals 18 years of age or older are present in the 
room at the remote location with the member, and 
the general nature of the member’s relationship with 
those individuals. 

6.	 The legislative body must adopt and implement 
a procedure for resolving requests for reasonable 
accommodation consistent with the federal 
Americans with Disabilities Act. 

7.	 A local agency must identify a list of one or more 
meeting locations that may be available for use by 
the legislative bodies to conduct their meetings.

Compliance Tip
Districts should consider adopting a policy on the use 
of teleconferencing that addresses the circumstances 
under which it may be appropriate to use this 
technology, how much advance notice must be given, 
and the procedures the agency must follow.

III. Meetings Covered and Exempted (continued)
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Alternative Teleconferencing - Categories

In addition to the circumstances described below in 
further detail, alternative teleconferencing is permitted 
for use by the following, with each category having its 
own requirements for compliance:

•	 A health authority.128 

•	 An eligible neighborhood council.129 

•	 An eligible community college student 
organization.130

•	 An eligible multijurisdictional body.131

	° “Eligible multijurisdictional body” means 
a multijurisdictional board, commission, 
or advisory body of a multijurisdictional, 
cross-county agency, the membership of 
which board, commission, or advisory body 
is appointed, and the board, commission, 
or advisory body is otherwise subject to this 
chapter. “Multijurisdictional” means either 
of the following: (A) A legislative body that 
includes representatives from more than one 
county, city, city and county, or special district, 
or (B) A legislative body of a joint powers entity 
formed pursuant to an agreement entered into 
in accordance with Article 1 (commencing with 
Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of  
Title 1.

Emergency Teleconferencing

In response to the need for greater flexibility in 
teleconferencing meetings in the wake of the COVID-19 
pandemic, the Brown Act was amended to allow 
legislative bodies to meet remotely during proclaimed 
emergencies under modified teleconferencing procedures 
that do not require compliance with the “standard” 
procedures noted above, provided that the special 
emergency procedures are followed.22

Summary of circumstances and process authorizing 
emergency teleconferencing procedures:

1.	 An emergency situation arises that poses an 
imminent risk to public health and safety. 

2.	 A local emergency or state of emergency is declared.

3.	 A district wishes to meet remotely via 
teleconferencing as a result of the emergency. The 
meeting agenda includes an item for consideration of 
a resolution to authorize the use of teleconferencing 
for meetings consistent with Section 54953.8.2. 

4.	 A resolution is passed by majority vote determining 
that meeting in person would present imminent risks 
to the health or safety of attendees. The resolution is 
valid for up to 45 days. 

III. Meetings Covered and Exempted (continued)

Compliance Tip
A legislative body seeking to use alternative 
teleconferencing pursuant to one of these bulleted 
options should refer to the statute authorizing the 
respective provision in order to understand the 
specific requirements for that type of alternative 
teleconferencing, which may vary depending on the 
category of alternative teleconferencing used.  See 
the Appendix for a full copy of the Brown Act and 
more information on the aforementioned alternative 
teleconferencing categories.
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5.	 If the state of emergency remains, the district must 
renew its emergency teleconferencing resolution at 
least every 45 days, which includes findings that 
the legislative body has both (1) reconsidered the 
circumstances of the state of emergency, and (2) the 
state of emergency continues to directly impact the 
ability of the members to meet safely in person.

Teleconferencing for “Just Cause” Circumstances

Expanded teleconferencing procedures were added to 
the Brown Act in recent years to permit a member of a 
legislative body to attend a meeting by teleconferencing 
via a two-way audiovisual platform or “webcast” on 
a limited basis.121 The member may only request to 
participate from a remote location under these guidelines 
if one of the following circumstances applies: 

1.	 The member must participate remotely for “just 
cause,” defined as: 

a.	 A childcare or caregiving need of a child, parent, 
grandparent, grandchild, sibling, spouse, or 
domestic partner that requires them to participate 
remotely.

b.	 A contagious illness that prevents a member from 
attending in person.

c.	 A need related to a physical or mental disability,  
as defined.

d.	Travel while on official business of the legislative 
body or another state or local agency. 

e.	 An immunocompromised child, parent, 
grandparent, grandchild, sibling, spouse, or 
domestic partner of the member that requires the 
member to participate remotely.

f.	 A physical or family medical emergency that 
prevents a member from attending in person.

g.	 Military service obligations that result in a 
member being unable to attend in person because 
they are serving under official written orders for 
active duty, drill, annual training, or any other 
duty required as a member of the California 
National Guard or a United States Military 
Reserve organization that requires the member to 
be at least 50 miles outside the boundaries of the 
local agency.

2.	 In order for a member of the legislative body to 
participate remotely under these provisions, they 
must comply with the alternative teleconferencing 
provisions discussed previously, including: 

a.	 At least a quorum of the members of the 
Legislative Body participate in-person from a 
single physical location accessible to the public, 
which is within the boundaries of the agency and 
clearly identified in the posted agenda.

b.	 The public is permitted to attend the meeting 
either by teleconference or videoconference in a 
manner such that the public can remotely attend 
and offer real-time comment during the meeting.

c.	 Notice of the means by which the public can 
remotely attend the meeting via teleconference or 
videoconference and offer comment during the 
meeting is included within the posted agenda.

III. Meetings Covered and Exempted (continued)

Compliance Tip
The emergency teleconferencing procedures can 
only be used in the event that a gubernatorial state 
of emergency (1) has been issued AND (2) remains 
active, or a local emergency is declared with extreme 
peril to persons or property in accordance with 
Section 8630 of the California Emergency Services 
Act (Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 8550) of 
Division 1 of Title 2), as defined in Section 8680.9, 
or a local health emergency declared pursuant to 
Section 101080 of the Health and Safety Code. Local 
emergency refers only to local emergencies in the 
boundaries of the territory over which the local 
agency exercises jurisdiction.
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d.	The member has done the following:

i.	 For a “just cause” circumstance, notify the 
legislative body at the earliest opportunity, 
including at the start of a regular meeting, 
of their need to participate remotely for just 
cause, including a general description of the 
circumstance relating to their need to appear 
remotely at the given meeting.

ii.	The member shall participate through both 
audio and visual technology.

e.	 The member shall publicly disclose at the meeting 
before any action is taken whether any other 
individuals 18 years of age or older are present in 
the room at the remote location with the member, 
and the nature of the member’s relationship with 
such individuals. 

A member of a legislative body may not participate 
in meetings of the legislative body solely by 
teleconference from a remote location under these 
provisions for more than the following number of 
meetings, as applicable:

1.	 Two meetings per year, if the legislative body 
regularly meets once per month or less.

2.	 Five meetings per year, if the legislative body 
regularly meets twice per month.

3.	 Seven meetings per year, if the legislative body 
regularly meets three or more times per month.

Any meetings that begin on the same calendar day shall 
be considered a single occurrence for the purpose of 
counting meetings. 

Teleconferencing under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA)

The Brown Act requires an agency’s legislative body to 
allow remote participation in a meeting as a reasonable 
accommodation for a member with a  qualifying 
disability that precludes in-person attendance at 
meetings of the legislative body by the member.124 The 
member’s remote participation must be conducted in a 

manner that simulates in-person attendance at meetings 
held in person at a location open to the public. To do 
this, a member that participates remotely in a meeting as 
an accommodation under ADA must do the following:

1.	 Use two-way video and audio streaming in real time, 
except that any member may use audio only if a 
physical condition related to their disability results in 
a need to participate off camera.

2.	 Disclose the identity of any adults who are present 
with the member at the remote location, and the 
general nature of the member’s relationship with any 
of the individuals.

Local agencies should consult with counsel when 
receiving a request for accommodation under ADA to 
participate in a meeting remotely.

Teleconferencing by an Eligible Subsidiary Body

An eligible subsidiary body may conduct a 
teleconference meeting by complying with the 
alternative teleconferencing requirements, and:

1.	 Designating one physical meeting location within 
the boundaries of the legislative body that created 
the eligible subsidiary body where members of the 
subsidiary body who are not participating remotely 
shall be present and members of the public may 
physically attend, observe, hear, and participate in 
the meeting. At least one staff member of the eligible 
subsidiary body or the legislative body that created 
the eligible subsidiary body shall be present at the 
physical meeting location during the meeting. The 
eligible subsidiary body shall post the agenda at the 
physical meeting location but need not post the 
agenda at a remote location.

2.	 A member of the eligible subsidiary body shall 
visibly appear on camera during the open portion of 
a meeting that is publicly accessible via the internet 
or other online platform, except if the member has a 
physical or mental condition that results in a need to 
participate off camera. 

3.	 The visual appearance of a member of the eligible 
subsidiary body on camera may cease only when 

III. Meetings Covered and Exempted (continued)
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the appearance would be technologically infeasible, 
including, but not limited to, when the member 
experiences a lack of reliable broadband or internet 
connectivity that would be remedied by joining 
without video.

4.	 If a member of the eligible subsidiary body does not 
appear on camera due to challenges with internet 
connectivity, the member shall announce the reason 
for their nonappearance prior to turning off  
their camera.

5.	 An elected official serving as a member of an eligible 
subsidiary body in their official capacity shall not 
participate in a meeting of the eligible subsidiary 
body by teleconferencing pursuant to this section 
unless the use of teleconferencing complies with the 
requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of 
Section 54953.

6.	 Before an eligible subsidiary body uses 
teleconferencing for the first time, the legislative 
body that established the eligible subsidiary body 
must adopt certain findings by a majority vote, and 
every six months thereafter.127

“Eligible subsidiary body” means a legislative body that 
meets all of the following:

1.	 Is described in subdivision (b) of Section 54952.

2.	 Serves exclusively in an advisory capacity.

3.	 Is not authorized to take final action on legislation, 
regulations, contracts, licenses, permits, or any other 
entitlements, grants, or allocations of funds.

4.	 Does not have primary subject matter jurisdiction, as 
defined by the charter, an ordinance, a resolution, or 
any formal action of the legislative body that created 
the subsidiary body, that focuses on elections, 
budgets, police oversight, privacy, removing from, 
or restricting access to, materials available in public 
libraries, or taxes or related proposals.

III. Meetings Covered and Exempted (continued)

What is not a meeting?
The Brown Act lists seven circumstances that are not 
considered a regulated “meeting.” 

1.	 Individual Contacts. Individual district legislative 
body members may engage in separate conversations 
or communications with staff, the public, and even 
another member of a legislative body, provided that 
the official or the person they contact “does not 
communicate to members of the legislative body 
the comments or position of any other member 
or members of the legislative body.”26 In other 
words, the Brown Act does not restrain a member 
of a legislative body’s individual actions, but such 
contacts cannot lead to the type of prohibited serial 
meeting described above.

Recent Brown Act amendments clarified that a member 
of a legislative body may engage in conversations of 
communications on an internet-based social media 
platform (e.g., Facebook or Twitter) to answer questions, 
provide information to the public, or to solicit 
information from the public regarding a matter that is 
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative 
body, provided that a majority of the members of the 
legislative body do not use the internet-based social 
media platform to discuss among themselves business 
of a specific nature that is within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the legislative body. In addition, a 
member of the legislative body may not respond directly 
to any communication on an internet-based social media 
platform regarding a matter that is within the subject 
matter jurisdiction of the legislative body that is made, 
posted, or shared by any other member of the  
legislative body.27



California Special Districts Association
© 2025

14

Quorum Exceptions
Attendance by a quorum of members of a legislative 
body is permitted in the following circumstances, 
provided that a majority of the members do not discuss 
district business amongst themselves (other than as part 
of the scheduled meeting, occasion or program):23 

2.	 Standing Committee Meetings. Members may 
attend an open and noticed meeting of a standing 
committee of the legislative body (provided that the 
members of the body who are not members of the 
committee attend only as observers).

3.	 Meetings of a different body of the local agency 
that are open and publicized.

III. Meetings Covered and Exempted (continued)

Practice Tip: Public officials do not have to stop 
engaging with the public because of the Brown Act. 
But they should take some simple precautions to avoid 
unintentional violations of the law. This includes 
warning members of the public when engaging with 
them outside of a Brown Act open meeting that you 
cannot discuss the views of other officials and stopping 
any such discussion by a member of the public as soon 
as possible.

4.	 Meetings of a legislative body of another 
local agency that are open and publicized (e.g., 
county board of supervisors, city council, or the 
board of directors of another district).

5.	 Community meetings organized to address 
topics of local community concern by a person 
or organization other than the district, provided 
the meeting is open and publicized. However, 
agencies should be mindful that the Attorney 
General has opined that a “State of the City” or 
“State of [Special District]” event is a meeting for 
the purposes of the Brown Act.123

6.	 Conferences or similar gatherings that are open 
to the public and are for purposes of discussing 
issues of general interest to the public or to 
public agencies such as the district.

7.	 Social or ceremonial events such as parties, 
weddings, funerals, retirement celebrations or 
charitable fundraisers.

Compliance Tip
“Liking” or “upvoting” (or other similar 
actions) can be construed as a legislative 

body discussion. The Brown Act defines “discuss 
among themselves” as: “communications made, 
posted, or shared on an internet-based social media 
platform between members of a legislative body, 
including comments or use of digital icons that 
express reactions to communications made by other 
members of the legislative body.” 28

Note: The Brown Act does not define what 
“publicized” means for the purposes of the 
community meeting exemption, but notice 
in a newspaper, a mass mailing, physical 
posting in multiple locations around a 
community, or posting internet websites 
should be sufficient to satisfy the Brown 
Act’s openness requirements.
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IV. Categories of Meetings, and Applicable Notice, Location, 
Agenda and Procedural Requirements

Categories of meetings subject to the  
Brown Act
1.	 Regular meetings are meetings held at the dates, 

times and location set by ordinance, resolution, 
bylaws or other formal action of a legislative body.30

2.	 Special meetings are meetings called by the 
presiding officer or a majority of the legislative body 
and may be held at any time subject to a 24-hour 
notice requirement. Such written notice must be 
delivered to each member of the legislative body 
(unless waived in writing by that member) and to 
each local newspaper of general circulation, and to 
each radio and television station that has requested 
such notice in writing. Only the business set forth in 
the notice may be considered at the meeting.25

3.	 Adjourned meetings are regular or special meetings 
that have been adjourned to a time and place 
specified in the order of adjournment.32

4.	 Emergency meetings are meetings that may occur 
where the legislative body determines there is an 
emergency situation that severely impairs public 
health or safety or there is an existing or threatened 
situation that poses immediate and significant peril. 
The special meeting provisions apply to emergency 
meetings, except the 24-hour notice is not required. 
News media must be notified by telephone at least 
one hour in advance of an emergency meeting 
(except for “dire” emergencies), and all telephone 
numbers provided must be tried. If telephones are 
not working, the notice requirements are deemed 
waived, but the news media must be notified as soon 
as possible of the meeting and any action taken. 
Closed sessions are permitted during an emergency 
meeting under Section 54957 if agreed to by 2/3 
vote of the members present (or all of the members 
if less than 2/3 present). The minutes of the 
meeting, a list of the persons notified or attempted 
to be notified, a copy of any roll call vote, and any 

action taken at the meeting must be posted in a 
public place for a minimum of ten days as soon after 
the emergency meeting as possible.33

Permitted Locations for Meetings 
1.	 Regular and special meetings must be held within 

the boundaries of the agency’s jurisdiction except when:

a.	 meeting by remote teleconferencing during a 
proclaimed state of emergency;34

b.	 complying with federal or state law or court 
order;

c.	 inspecting real property or personal property that 
cannot be conveniently brought to the agency;

d.	participating in multi-agency meetings (provided 
the meeting takes place in a member agency’s 
jurisdiction and is properly noticed);

e.	 meeting in the closest meeting facility if the 
district has no meeting facility within its 
boundaries;

f.	 meeting with elected or appointed federal or 
state officials when a local  meeting would be 
impractical (solely to discuss local issues over 
which such officials have jurisdiction);

g.	 meeting in or nearby a facility owned by the 
agency (provided the meeting is limited to items 
directly related to the facility); and

h.	visiting the office of its legal counsel for a closed 
session on pending litigation when to do so 
would reduce legal costs.35

Note: Retreats and workshops for agencies 
other than statewide JPAs must be held 
within the territory of the agency.
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2.	 Joint powers agencies may meet within the 
territory of any member, or if members are located 
throughout the state, then they can meet anywhere 
in the state, provided such facility is open to all 
members of the public.36

3.	 Emergency meetings are subject to the same 
locational rules as regular and special meetings 
except that the presiding officer may move them to 
another location if it is unsafe to meet in the regular 
designated meeting location, or, if the meeting 
is being conducted during a proclaimed state of 
emergency by remote teleconferencing pursuant to 
the provisions of Section 54953.8.2.37

Agenda Requirements

General Rules

•	 A written agenda must be prepared for each regular 
or adjourned regular meeting of the legislative body.

•	 The agenda must be posted at least 72 hours in 
advance of the regular meeting to which it relates.

•	 Each item of business to be transacted or discussed, 
including items to be discussed in closed session, 
must be the subject of a brief general description, 
which generally need not exceed 20 words.36

•	 If the agency has an internet website, agendas must 
be posted at least 72 hours before a regular meeting 
and at least 24 hours before a special meeting 
on the agency’s website. The special meeting 
Internet posting requirement only applies to an 
agenda of either (a) the governing body, or (b) the 
participating members are compensated, and one or 
more members attending are also members of the 
governing body.39

IV. Meeting Categories & Requirements (continued)

Compliance Tip
Drafting an agenda description that is brief but 
discloses enough information for the public to 
understand a proposed action is not an easy task. 
Including information such as the location of a 
project, the purpose of a project (as opposed to just 
an agency or applicant given name), the parties 
involved, and the costs associated with the action will 
help deflect claims of lack of proper notice.

Note: Agendas at physical locations must be 
posted in areas that are freely accessible to 
the public at all times. Posting on a bulletin 
board inside the district’s office that is locked 
after business hours is not in compliance. 
With limited exceptions, independent 
special districts must establish and maintain 
an Internet website that must have contact 
information for the district listed in addition 
to the agenda and any meeting materials. The 
internet website posting requirement may 
be excused if there are technical difficulties, 
provided that the district continues to 
comply with all other notice requirements. 
Internet website posting requires the agenda 
to be posted as a direct link on homepage of 
the agency’s website and in an open format 
that permits the public to retrieve, download, 
index, and search for the agenda through 
the internet, in a manner that is “platform 
independent and machine readable”.42
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Non-Agenda Items 

Action or discussion on any item not appearing on 
the posted agenda is generally prohibited except that 
members of the legislative body may:43

•	 briefly respond to statements made or questions 
posed by the public;

•	 ask a question for clarification;

•	 make a brief announcement;

•	 make a brief report on activities;

•	 provide a reference to staff or other sources for 
factual information;

•	 request staff to report back to the legislative body at 
a subsequent meeting; or

•	 direct staff to place a matter of business on a future 
agenda.44

Statutory exceptions to action on non-agenda items

A legislative body may take action on items of business 
not appearing on the agenda under the following 
conditions:

•	 Emergency: When a majority decides that an 
emergency situation exists (i.e., work stoppage, 
crippling disaster, etc.).

•	 Subsequent need urgency item: When 2/3 
present (or all members if less than 2/3 are present) 
determine there is a need to take immediate action 
and that the need for action came to the attention of 
the district subsequent to the agenda being posted.

•	 Hold over item: When the item appeared on 
the agenda of, and was continued from, a regular 
meeting held not more than five days earlier.45

Special agenda disclosure for concurrent meetings

A legislative body that convenes a meeting and whose 
membership constitutes a quorum of another legislative 
body may convene a meeting of the other legislative 
body, either simultaneously or in serial order, only if 
a clerk or member of the body verbally announces, 
prior to convening any simultaneous or serial meeting, 
the amount of “compensation” or “stipend” that 
each member will receive as a result of convening 
the simultaneous or serial meeting of the subsequent 
legislative body. No agenda announcement is required if:

1.	 The amount of compensation is prescribed by 
statute; and

2.	 No additional compensation for the simultaneous or 
subsequent meeting has been authorized by  
the district.

The terms “compensation” and “stipend” do not include 
reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses 
incurred by a member in the performance of official 
duties, including travel, meals, and lodging.46

IV. Meeting Categories & Requirements (continued)
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Meetings of an “Eligible Legislative Body”
Beginning July 1, 2026, all meetings of an “eligible 
legislative body” are subject to enhanced mandates 
under the Brown Act to provide increased public access 
as well as possible translation of agendas and meetings 
into additional languages.132 

These additional requirements only apply to an 
“eligible legislative body” and not to a “legislative 
body” as traditionally defined in the Brown Act. 

For a special district, eligible legislative body means: 

IV. Meeting Categories & Requirements (continued)

Compliance Tip 
The agenda must designate the address where documents may be inspected by the public.52

Documents and other writings related to a meeting must be made available to the public at the time of distribution 
to a majority of the legislative body meeting if prepared by the district or a member of a legislative body, or 
after the meeting if prepared by some other person.62 If a district is distributing agenda-related materials to the 
majority of a legislative body less than 72 hours before a meeting, it must ensure immediate public access to those 
materials in one of two ways: 

1) by making the material immediately available for public inspection at a public office or location designated for 
that purpose and listing the address of the designated place on all agendas, or 

2) by making an initial report (i.e., a document containing a summary and staff recommendation) of the material 
available for public inspection at a designated location at least 72 hours before the meeting, posting the material 
on the local agency’s internet website in a position and manner that makes it clear that the material relates 
to an agenda item for an upcoming meeting, listing the web address where the material can be found on all 
agendas, and making physical copies available for public inspection beginning the next regular business hours 
for the agency, though this last requirement can only be fulfilled if the next regular business hours of the local 
agency commence at least 24 hours before that meeting; otherwise the legislative body cannot fulfill all of the 
requirements of these provisions and may be forced to delay the agenda item the materials relate to.119

If requested in writing in advance, a member of the public may be mailed copies of the agenda or agenda packet 
at the time it is distributed to a majority of the legislative body. Such a request is valid for the calendar year filed. A 
public agency may establish a mailing fee not to exceed the cost of providing this service.63,64  

Any audio or video tape record of a public meeting made by or at the direction of the district is subject to 
inspection under the Public Records Act and such inspection must be provided without charge on equipment made 
available by the district. If copies of the audio or video tape are desired, the agency may impose its ordinary charge 
for copies. Audio and video tapes may, however, be erased or destroyed 30 days after the taping or recording.65

1.	 The board of directors of a special district that 
has an internet website and meets any one of the 
following conditions – 

a.	 The boundaries of the special district include the 
entirety of a county with a population of 600,000 
or more, and the special district has over 200 full-
time equivalent employees; or

b.	 The special district has over 1,000 full-time 
equivalent employees; or 

c.	 The special district has annual revenues, based on 
the most recent Financial Transaction Report data 
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published by the California State Controller, that exceed 
four hundred million dollars ($400,000,000), adjusted 
annually for inflation commencing January 1, 2027, as 
measured by the percentage change in the California 
Consumer Price Index from January 1 of the prior year 
to January 1 of the current year, and the special district 
employs over 200 full-time equivalent employees.

2.	 An eligible legislative body also includes a city council of a 
city with a population of 30,000 or more; a county board of 
supervisors of a county, or city and county, with a population 
of 30,000 or more; and a city council of a city located in a 
county with a population of 600,000 or more. 

Two-Way Audiovisual or Telephonic Access

Every meeting of an eligible legislative body must include an 
opportunity for members of the public to attend via a two-way 
telephonic service or a two-way audiovisual platform, except if 
adequate telephonic or internet service is not operational at the 
meeting location. 

“Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that 
provides participants with the ability to participate in a meeting 
via both an interactive video conference and a two-way telephonic 
service. “Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone service 
that does not require internet access and allows participants to 
dial a telephone number to listen and verbally participate. 

IV. Meeting Categories & Requirements (continued)

Note: If adequate telephonic or internet service 
is operational at the meeting location during 
only a portion of the meeting, the legislative 
body shall include an opportunity for 
members of the public to attend via a two-way 
telephonic service or a two-way audiovisual 
platform during that portion of  
the meeting.
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When an eligible legislative body elects to provide 
two-way audiovisual access (rather than telephonic 
access), the eligible legislative body shall publicly post 
and provide a call-in option and activate any automatic 
captioning function during the meeting if an automatic 
captioning function is included with the two-way 
audiovisual platform. The public must be provided with 
an opportunity to provide comments as they would with 
any other open and public meeting, with the same time 
allotment as a person attending in person.

Compliance Tip
By July 1, 2026, an eligible legislative body must 
adopt a policy in open session related to disruption 
of service during meetings that includes procedures 
for recessing and reconvening a meeting in the 
event of disruption and describes the efforts that 
the eligible legislative body shall make to attempt 
to restore the service. If a disruption of service that 
prevents members of the public from attending or 
observing the meeting occurs during the meeting, 
the eligible legislative body shall recess the open 
session of the meeting for at least one hour and 
make a good faith attempt to restore the service. The 
eligible legislative body may meet in closed session 
during this period. The eligible legislative body shall 
not reconvene the open session of the meeting until 
at least one hour following the disruption, or until 
service is restored, whichever is earlier. If service 
is not restored upon reconvening the session, the 
eligible legislative body shall adopt a finding by 
rollcall vote that good faith efforts to restore the 
service have been made in accordance with the 
policy by the agency, and that the public interest in 
continuing the meeting outweighs the public interest 
in remote public access.

IV. Meeting Categories & Requirements 
(continued)
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Meeting Translation

Although an eligible legislative body is not required 
to provide interpretation of any meeting, it may 
elect to provide interpretation, and must reasonably 
assist members of the public who wish to translate a 
public meeting into any language or wish to receive 
interpretation provided by another member of the 
public, so long as the interpretation is not disrupting to 
the meeting as defined in Section 54957.95. Examples 
of assistance may include allowing extra time or allowing 
participants to use personal equipment to assist them.

An eligible legislative body must also take affirmative 
actions to encourage underrepresented and non-English 
speaking communities to participate in meetings, 
including: having in place a system for electronically 
accepting and fulfilling requests for meeting agendas 
and documents pursuant to Section 54954.1 through 
email or through an integrated agenda management 
platform; maintaining an accessible internet webpage 
translated in all “applicable languages” (discussed below) 
dedicated to public meetings; making reasonable efforts, 
as determined by the legislative body, to invite groups 
that do not traditionally participate in public meetings 
to attend those meetings. 

Agenda Translation 

The agenda for each meeting of an eligible legislative 
body must be translated into all “applicable languages,” 
with each translated agenda posted in accordance 
with agenda posting requirements. This applies only 
to the agenda, and not the entire agenda packet. Each 
translation shall include instructions in the applicable 
language describing how to join the meeting by the 
telephonic or internet-based service option, including 
any requirements for registration for public comment. 

“Applicable languages” means languages, according to 
data from the most recent American Community Survey, 
spoken jointly by 20 percent or more of the applicable 
population, provided that 20 percent or more of the 
population that speaks that language in that city or 
county speaks English less than “very well.” “Applicable 
population” is determined as follows: 

1.	 For an eligible legislative body of a special district, 
the applicable population shall be either of the 
following, at the discretion of the board of directors 
of the special district:

Compliance Tip
Every eligible legislative body should have a webpage 
dedicated to public meetings that includes: a general 
explanation of the public meeting process, an 
explanation of the procedures for a member of the 
public to provide in-person or remote oral public 
comment during a public meeting or to submit 
written public comment, a calendar of all public 
meeting dates with calendar listings that include the 
date, time, and location of each public meeting, the 
most recent agenda, and a link from the homepage of 
the agency to the required webpage.

IV. Meeting Categories & Requirements (continued)
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a.	 The population of the county with the greatest 
population within the boundaries of the  
special district.

b.	 The population of the service area of the special 
district, if the special district has the data to 
determine what languages are spoken by the 
population within its service area.

2.	 For an eligible legislative body that is a city council 
or county board of supervisors, the applicable 
population shall be the population of the city  
or county.

If more than three languages meet the criteria set forth 
for “applicable languages,” the agency shall translate 
for the three languages that are spoken by the largest 
percentage of the population. Translation may be done 
using a digital translation service, and the eligible 
legislative body must also accept additional translations 
of the agenda from the public to post in physical 
locations where agendas are posted. 

IV. Meeting Categories & Requirements 
(continued)
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V. Rights of the Public at Meetings

PC: Ability Ministry on Disability Is Beautiful  
(disabilityisbeautiful.com)

Public Attendance
The Brown Act’s mandate that all persons must be 
“permitted to attend any meeting of a legislative body”47 
is implemented in a variety of ways:

•	 Members of the public cannot be required to register 
their names, provide other information, complete 
a questionnaire, or otherwise fulfill any condition 
precedent to attending. If an attendance list, register, 
questionnaire or similar document is circulated to 
persons present during the meeting, it must state 
that the signing, registering or completion of the 
document is voluntary.48   

•	 No meeting or any other function can be held in 
a facility that prohibits attendance based on race, 
religious creed, color, national origin, ancestry, or 
sex, or which is inaccessible to the disabled.49

•	 No meeting may be held where the public must pay 
or make a purchase to attend (this includes remote 
locations where teleconferencing is used).50 

•	 And if teleconferencing is used, members of the 
public must be given notice of the teleconference 
location and be able to address the legislative body 
from such location.51

Public Accommodation  
(Americans With Disabilities Act)
All open meetings under the Brown Act must also 
comply with Section 202 of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (“ADA”) and its implementing rules 
and regulations.  The ADA prohibits a governmental 
entity from discriminating against individuals with 
disabilities in the programs, services, and activities 
it offers.  Programs and activities are required to be 
readily accessible to and usable by disabled individuals.54 
Therefore, public entities must make accommodations 
for disabled individuals to participate in the meetings 
unless doing so would be an undue burden or cause a 
fundamental alteration in the program or activity. 55 
This is accomplished in the following two ways:

1.	 Physical facilities:  In addition to the meeting room 
being accessible, the telephones and bathrooms must 
also be made accessible if phones and bathrooms are 
provided for non-disabled individuals.56  Meeting 
rooms must also have wheelchair seating and 
assistive listening systems.57

2.	 Agenda and written materials:  Agendas must 
include information regarding how, to whom and 
when a request for disability-related modification or 
accommodation may be made in order for a person 
with a disability to participate in the meeting. When 
requested by a person with a disability, the agenda 
and documents in the agenda packet must be made 
available in “appropriate alternative formats,” and 
writings distributed at a public meeting must also be 
made available in “appropriate alternative formats,” 
even when the materials are handed out by members 
of the public.58 



Public Access to Meeting Records  
The public has the right to review agendas and 
documents and other writings distributed to a majority 
of the legislative body (except for privileged documents). 
A fee or deposit may be charged for a copy of these 
public records.59  See Compliance Tip on Page 18 for more 
information.

Public Participation
A regular meeting agenda must allow an opportunity 
for members of the public to speak on any item of 
interest, so long as the item is within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the legislative body.66 

The public must be allowed to speak on a specific 
item of business before or during the legislative body’s 
consideration of it.67  However, an agenda need not 
provide an opportunity for members of the public to 
address the legislative body on any item that has already 
been considered by a committee, composed exclusively 
of members of the legislative body, at a public meeting 
where members of the public were given the opportunity 
to address the committee on the item, before or during 
the committee’s consideration of the item. This shall 
not apply in some circumstances, such as when the item 
has been substantially changed since the committee 
heard the item, or if the committee members did not 
participate from a singular location when considering 
the item. Every notice for a *special* meeting shall 
provide an opportunity for members of the public to 
directly address the legislative body concerning any item 
that has been described in the notice for the meeting 
before or during consideration of that item.125

V. Rights of the Public at Meetings (continued)

Compliance Tip
With the advent of digital files, most 
agencies maintain copies of meeting 

recordings on their website, either permanently or 
for an extended period of time, to ensure continued 
public access and as an aid for reminding officials 
and staff precisely what transpired in such meetings.

California Special Districts Association
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Public Conduct
Disturbances. The legislative body may remove any 
person from a meeting who willfully interrupts the 
proceedings. Removal is only justified, however, when 
an audience member actually disrupts the meeting.71  If 
order still cannot be restored, the meeting room may 
be cleared.72 Members of the news media who have 
not participated in the disturbance must be allowed to 
continue to attend the meeting. The legislative body 
may also re-admit individuals not responsible for the 
disturbance.73 The authority of a legislative body to 
remove a person who disrupts, disturbs, impedes, or 
renders infeasible the orderly conduct of the meeting 
shall apply to members of the public participating in 
a meeting via two-way telephonic service or two-way 
audiovisual platform.126

Removal of disruptive individuals. The presiding 
member of the legislative body conducting a meeting 
or their designee may remove, or cause the removal 
of, an individual for disrupting the meeting if, prior 
to removing the individual, the presiding member or 
their designee warns the individual that their behavior 
is disrupting the meeting and that their failure to 
cease their behavior may result in their removal. The 
presiding member or their designee may then remove the 

individual if they do not promptly cease their  
disruptive behavior. 

“Disrupting” means engaging in behavior during a 
meeting of a legislative body that actually disrupts, 
disturbs, impedes, or renders infeasible the orderly 
conduct of the meeting and includes, but is not limited 
to, one of the following:

1.	 A failure to comply with reasonable and lawful 
regulations adopted by a legislative body pursuant to 
Section 54954.3 or any other law.

2.	 Engaging in behavior that constitutes use of force or 
a true threat of force. 

No warning is required if the individual is engaging in 
behavior that constitutes use of force or a true threat of 
force. “True threat of force” is defined to mean a threat 
that has sufficient indicia of intent and seriousness, that 
a reasonable observer would perceive it to be an actual 
threat to use force by the person making the threat.120 

Non-disruptive criticism. The legislative body cannot 
prohibit public criticism of policies, procedures, 
programs, or services of the agency or the acts or 
omissions of the legislative body itself.74  Expressions of 
opposition to actions of the district (provided they are 
not overly disruptive) constitute protected speech.75

Compliance Tip 
If a closed session is held before the start of the regular open session agenda, the public must be provided 
an opportunity to address the legislative body on any closed session item before the legislative body 

adjourns to closed session.

The legislative body may adopt reasonable regulations, including time limits, on public comments (e.g., 3-5 
minutes/speaker).68  However, when a legislative body limits time for public comment, the legislative body must 
provide at least twice the allotted time to a member of the public who utilizes a translator to ensure that non-
English speakers receive the same opportunity to directly address the legislative body.69

The public is allowed to use audio or video tape recorders or still or motion picture cameras at an open meeting, 
absent a reasonable finding by the legislative body that such recording, if continued, would persistently disrupt 
the proceedings due to noise, illumination, or obstruction of view. 70

V. Rights of the Public at Meetings (continued)
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VI. Closed Sessions

Compliance Tip
Interviews for appointments to district legislative 
or advisory bodies must be conducted in open 
session. While candidates for such positions cannot 
be compelled to stay outside the room where the 
interview is held while other candidates are being 
interviewed, most will comply with a request to do so.

Note: The public employment exception 
only applies to “public employees.” This 
includes independent contractors that 
function as an officer or employee such 
as a contract general counsel or human 
resources officer. Discussions or action 
taken on persons other than employees (e.g., 
elected officials, appointed members of a 
committee, and independent contractors 
that do not function as an officer or 
employee) must be taken in open session 
unless there is another applicable exception 
such as potential litigation.70 

The Brown Act recognizes that not all local agency 
business should be conducted in the open and provides 
limited exceptions termed “closed sessions” for sensitive 
matters such as litigation, security threats and certain 
personnel matters. If a matter is not listed in the Brown 
Act as an appropriate subject for a closed session, the 
matter must be discussed in public even if the subject 
is sensitive, embarrassing or controversial. In addition 
to listing the permissible subjects for closed sessions, 
the Brown Act outlines how such matters should be 
agendized,76  and when and how the matters must be 
disclosed in an open meeting or otherwise made public.

Matters appropriate for closed session and 
applicable agenda description 77

1.	 Public employment. A closed session may be held 
to appoint, employ, evaluate the performance of, 
discipline, or dismiss a public employee.78  A closed 
session may also be used to hear specific complaints 
or charges brought against a public employee unless 
the employee requests a public session upon 24 
hours’ advance written notice.79 The applicable safe 
harbor agenda descriptions for these matters are:

a.	 PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT 
Government Code section 54957 
Title: (Specify description of position to be filled)

b.	 PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE 
EVALUATION 
Government Code section 54957 
Title: (Specify position title of employee being 
reviewed)

c.	 PUBLIC EMPLOYEE DISCIPLINE/
DISMISSAL/RELEASE 
Government Code section 54957 
(No description is required.)
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2.	 Labor negotiations. A closed session is 
appropriate to discuss, with the agency’s bargaining 
representative, salaries, salary schedules, fringe 
benefits, funding priorities and other matters within 
the statutory scope of employee representation for 
both represented (e.g., union or other recognized 
employee organization) and unrepresented 
employees (e.g., management). Final action must be 
taken in open session.82  The applicable safe harbor 
agenda description is:

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS 
Government Code section 54957.6 
Agency designated representatives: (Specify names 
of designated representatives attending the closed 
session)  
Employee organization: (Specify name of 
organization representing employee or employees in 
question)

or

Unrepresented employee: (Specify position title of 
unrepresented employee who is the subject of the 
negotiations)

3.	 Litigation. A closed session is appropriate to 
discuss (1) threatened litigation against the district; 
(2) potential exposure to litigation; (3) potential 
initiation of litigation; and (4) existing litigation.

Potential litigation against or to be initiated 
by the district. A closed session may be held in 
situations where there is anticipated litigation against 
the district or when the district is contemplating 
bringing a legal action. Where the agency seeks 
to discuss with its legal counsel threatened or 
anticipated litigation, there must be “existing facts 
and circumstances” to support the closed session. 
Existing facts and circumstances include:

a.	 facts and circumstances that the agency believes 
are not known to a potential plaintiff;

b.	 the receipt by the agency of a claim pursuant 
to the Government Claims Act or some other 
written communication threatening litigation;

c.	 a statement made by a person in a public meeting 
threatening litigation on a specific matter within 
the responsibility of the legislative body; or

d.	 a statement made outside a public meeting so 
long as the official or employee of the agency 
receiving knowledge of the threat makes a record 

Note: The personnel exception does 
not authorize action on proposed 
compensation in closed session, except 
for a reduction in pay as a result of 
proposed disciplinary action. Reviewing 
an employee’s job performance and 
making threshold decisions about whether 
any salary increase should be granted is 
permissible for closed session, but any 
action concerning the amount of any 
salary increase must be held in an open 
session.81 As noted below, a legislative 
body may address compensation of an 
unrepresented employee, such as a general 
manager, under the labor negotiation 
exception.

Note: The Brown Act requires an oral 
report in open session at the meeting 
where final action is to be taken that 
summarizes the recommendation for final 
action on the salary, salary schedule, or 
compensation paid in the form of fringe 
benefits of a “local agency executive” as 
that term is defined in Government Code 
section 3511.1, or a department head or 
other similar administrative officer of the 
local agency.83 The intent appears to be to 
preclude placing such items on a consent 
calendar or similar action item that may 
involve no discussion of the matter.

VI. Closed Sessions (continued)
The Brown Act recognizes that not all local agency business 

should be conducted in the open and provides limited exceptions 
termed “closed sessions” for certain sensitive matters.
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of the statement prior to the meeting, and the 
statement is available for public inspection.84

A legislative body may also meet in closed session to 
decide if the above facts and circumstances are present 
and thus whether the closed session is authorized.85 The 
applicable safe harbor agenda descriptions are:

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL—
ANTICIPATED LITIGATION 
Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to 
Government Code section 54956.9(d)(2) or (3) [as 
applicable]: (Specify number of potential cases)86 

or

Initiation of litigation pursuant to Government Code 
section 54956.9(d)(4): (Specify number of potential 
cases)

Existing litigation. Where a legal action has already 
been initiated by or against the district, a closed session 
may be held to provide updates to the board and discuss 
strategy. The applicable safe harbor agenda description is:

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL—
EXISTING LITIGATION 
Government Code section 54956.9(d)(1)

Name of case: (Specify by reference to claimant’s name, 
names of parties, case or claim numbers)

or

Case name unspecified: (Specify whether disclosure 
would jeopardize service of process or existing settlement 
negotiations)

4.	 Real estate negotiations. A closed session is 
permitted for the legislative body to discuss with its 
real property negotiator the purchase, sale, exchange 
or lease of real property by or for the district. As part 

VI. Closed Sessions (continued)

Notes: The ability to meet in closed session 
for existing litigation only applies to 
litigation to which the district is a party. 
It is generally understood, consistent 
with the safe harbor description, that the 
agency’s attorney must be a participant in all 
litigation-related closed sessions.76 
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of the discussion, the legislative body may discuss the 
price and terms of the transaction. According to the 
Attorney General, this includes only the following:

a.	 The amount of consideration that the district is 
willing to pay or accept in exchange for the real 
property rights to be acquired or transferred in 
the particular transaction;

b.	 The form, manner, and timing of how that 
consideration will be paid; and

c.	 Items that are essential to arriving at the 
authorized price and payment terms, such that 
their public disclosure would be tantamount 
to revealing the information that the exception 
permits to be kept confidential.88 

The real estate exemption is very limited. Discussions 
regarding related policy matters such as design work 
for the project, traffic, and EIR considerations, etc., are 
beyond the scope of the exemption.89  The applicable 
safe harbor agenda description is:

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY 
NEGOTIATORS 
Government Code section 54956.8 
Property: (Specify street address, or if no street address, 
the parcel number or other unique reference, of the real 
property under negotiation)

Agency negotiator: (Specify names of negotiators 
attending the closed session) (If circumstances 
necessitate the absence of a specified negotiator, an 
agent or designee may participate in place of the absent 
negotiator so long as the name of the agent or designee 
is announced at an open session held prior to the closed 
session.)

Negotiating parties: (Specify name of party (not agent))

Under negotiation: (Specify whether instruction to 
negotiator will concern price, terms of payment,  
or both)

5.	 License applications. A closed session is appropriate 
if the legislative body finds it necessary to discuss the 
license application of an applicant with a criminal 
record, and whether that applicant is sufficiently 
rehabilitated to obtain the license.90 The applicable 
safe harbor description is:

LICENSE/PERMIT DETERMINATION 
Government Code section 54956.7 
Applicant(s): (Specify number of applicants)

6.	 Security of public facilities and services or 
a threat to critical infrastructure controls or 
critical infrastructure information relating to 
cybersecurity. A closed session is appropriate for the 
legislative body to discuss matters posing a threat 
to the security of public buildings and facilities as 
well as essential public services, or a threat to critical 
infrastructure controls or critical infrastructure 
information relating to cybersecurity, and threats 

VI. Closed Sessions (continued)
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to the public’s right of access to public services or 
facilities.91 The applicable safe harbor description is:

THREAT TO PUBLIC SERVICES OR 
FACILITIES 
Government Code section 54957 
Consultation with: (Specify name of law 
enforcement agency and title of officer, or name of 
applicable agency representative and title)

Procedure for Adjourning to Closed Session
Prior to holding any closed session, the legislative body 
must disclose, in an open meeting, the item or items to 
be discussed in the closed session. The disclosure may 
simply refer to the items as they are listed on the closed 
session agenda. This announcement may be made at the 
location announced in the agenda for the closed session, 
as long as the public is allowed to be present at that 
location for the purpose of hearing the announcement.92 

Compliance Tip
For convenience, many districts schedule closed 
sessions prior to commencement of the regular 
agenda and often hold such closed sessions in 
separate locations. Under § 54957, the public has 
the right to be present at such location and has the 
right to address the legislative body regarding any 
agendized closed session items under § 54954.3 
prior to the legislative body adjourning into  
closed session.

VI. Closed Sessions (continued)

Who may be present at the closed session?

Closed sessions should only include those members 
of the legislative body and support staff necessary to 
conduct business regarding the specific item (e.g., legal 
counsel, consultants, real estate or labor negotiators, etc.).93 

Reporting After Closed Sessions

The legislative body must reconvene in open session to 
report any “action taken” in closed session. In general, 
only final action on a matter need be reported (e.g., an 
agreement to buy property, settlement of a lawsuit where 
the other party has signed the agreement, acceptance of 
a resignation, etc.). Thus, for example, the dismissal or 
nonrenewal of an employment contract is not reported 
until the first public meeting following exhaustion of 
administrative remedies, if any. Once final approval 
occurs, the agency must disclose the action taken “upon 
inquiry by any person.”94 Copies of contracts, settlement 
agreements, or other documents finalized in closed 
session must be made available within 24 hours of the 
action, or, in the case of substantial amendments or 
retyping, when complete.95, 96 
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Improper Disclosure of Closed Session 
Information

The disclosure of confidential information acquired 
in a closed session is prohibited unless the legislative 
body authorizes the disclosure of the information. 
“Confidential information” means communication 
made in closed session that is specifically related to the 
basis for the closed session meeting. Violations of this 
disclosure prohibition may be addressed by any legal 
remedy, including: injunctive relief to prevent future 
disclosures; disciplinary action (against employees); or 
referral to a grand jury (for violations by members of the 
legislative body).97

Compliance Tip
Although § 54957.1(a)(1) indicates that real estate 
agreements may be approved in closed session, as 
a practical and political matter, it is prudent to take 
final action on such agreements in open session 
so that the public may more fully participate in the 
deliberations.

Note: A joint powers agency may authorize 
in its agreement or bylaws the disclosure 
of confidential information by members of 
the agency’s legislative body to their district 
legislative body in a closed session as well as to 
legal counsel of a member district.98 

VII. Adjournments and  
Continuances
Adjournments

The legislative body may adjourn any regular, adjourned 
regular, special or adjourned special meeting to a time 
and place specified in the order of adjournment. Less 
than a quorum may adjourn such meetings and if 
all members are absent, the clerk or secretary of the 
legislative body may declare the meeting adjourned. 
Written notice of the adjournment must be provided 
in the same manner as notice for special meetings. 
A copy of the order or notice of adjournment must 
be conspicuously posted on or near the door of the 
place where the meeting was held within 24 hours of 
adjournment. When a regular or adjourned regular 
meeting is adjourned, the resulting adjourned meeting 
is a regular meeting for all purposes. If the order 
of adjournment fails to state a specific hour for the 
next meeting, the meeting must be held at the hour 
designated for regular meetings.99 

Continuances

A duly noticed hearing may also be continued in the 
same manner as adjourned meetings. However, if the 
hearing is continued to a meeting that will occur in less 
than 24 hours, a copy of a notice of continuance must 
be posted immediately following the meeting at which 
the continuance was adopted.100 
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VIII. Remedies and Penalties for Violations

Note: If the challenged meeting 
involves only deliberation and 
no action is taken, there can 
be no misdemeanor penalty. 
Moreover, as with most criminal 
statutes, it is often difficult 
to prove criminal intent. As a 
result, criminal enforcement of 
the Brown Act is rare.

Criminal Penalties
A member of a legislative body may be charged with a misdemeanor where 
(a) the member attends a meeting where an action is taken in violation 
of the Brown Act, and (b) the member intends to deprive the public of 
information to which the public is entitled under the Brown Act.101 

Civil Action to Prevent Future Violations
The district attorney or any interested person may file a civil action to:

•	 Stop or prevent a threatened violation of the Brown Act.102 

•	 Determine the applicability of the Brown Act to ongoing actions or 
threatened future action of the legislative body.103 

•	 Determine whether any rule or action by the legislative body to penalize 
or otherwise discourage the expression of one or more of its members is 
valid under state or federal law.104 

•	 Compel the legislative body to tape record its closed sessions.105 

•	 Determine that an action of a legislative body violated the Brown Act 
and the action is null and void.106  

Opportunity for the legislative body to cure and correct 
alleged violations 107 
Before filing a legal action alleging that a legislative body violated the Brown 
Act, the complaining party must send a written “cure or correct” demand to 
the legislative body. The demand must clearly describe the challenged action, 
the nature of the alleged violation, and the “cure” sought, and must be sent 
within 90 days of the alleged violation (or 30 days if the action was taken in 
open session but in violation of § 54952.2, which defines “meetings”). The 
legislative body has up to 30 days to cure and correct its action. If it does not 
act, any lawsuit must commence within 15 days after (a) receipt of written 
notice from the legislative body of such non-action, or (b) the expiration of 
the 30-day cure period if the legislative body does not respond to the  
cure request. 
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Opportunity for the legislative body to commit 
to cease & desist alleged past actions or 
practices 108 
Prior to commencing an action to determine if past 
actions of a legislative body are a violation of the Brown 
Act under § 54960, the complaining party must send a 
“cease and desist letter.” The cease-and-desist letter must 
be sent within nine months of the alleged violation. The 
legislative body may respond to the cease-and-desist 
letter within 30 days by making an unconditional 
commitment to cease and desist from the past action in 
open session at a regular or special meeting as a separate 
item of business, and not on its consent agenda, and 
providing such commitment to the complaining party. 
The commitment must state that:

•	 The legislative body has received the cease-and-desist 
letter; and 

•	 The legislative body unconditionally commits to 
cease and desist from the challenged action; and 

If the legislative body chooses to send an unconditional 
commitment agreeing to cease-and-desist from the 
challenged conduct within 30 days of receipt of the 
cease and desist letter, then no legal action can be 
commenced. Any party sending a cease-and-desist letter 
can commence a legal action challenging past conduct 
of a legislative body on whichever is earlier: (a) 60 days 

Compliance Tip 
The cure & correct and cease & desist options allow a legislative body to avoid litigation over alleged 
Brown Act violations unless it is abundantly clear that no violation occurred, and a district wants to defend 
what it believes to be a correct policy or procedure. And even if a legislative body waits to cure or correct 
an alleged violation until after a lawsuit is commenced, an action seeking invalidation must be dismissed. 
Because a subsequent cure or correction cannot be introduced as evidence of a violation of the Brown 
Act, there is rarely a legitimate reason for a legislative body not to take any post-lawsuit steps to cure or 
correct an alleged violation if there is any question as to Brown Act compliance. 109

of receiving a response other than an unconditional 
commitment to cease-and-desist; or (b) within 60 days 
of the expiration of the legislative body’s 30-day time 
period to respond to the cease-and-desist letter. 

VIII. Remedies and Penalties for Violations (continued)
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If a court finds that a legislative body 
violated the Brown Act, the plaintiff may 

be awarded costs and attorney fees.

Invalidation of Certain Types of Actions
Only actions taken in violation of the Brown Act under 
the following circumstances may be invalidated:110 

•	 the basic open meeting provision;111 

•	 notice and agenda requirements for regular meetings 
and closed sessions;112 

•	 tax hearings;113 

•	 special meetings;114  and

•	 emergency situations.115 

VIII. Remedies and Penalties for Violations 
(continued)

Certain actions taken in violation of the Brown Action 
will not be invalidated if they involve:116 

•	 substantial compliance;

•	 sale or issuance of notes, bonds or other 
indebtedness, or related contracts or agreements;

•	 a contractual obligation upon which a party has in 
good faith relied to its detriment;

•	 the collection of any tax; or

•	 the complaining party had actual notice at least 72 
hours prior to the meeting at which the action  
is taken. 

Award of Costs and Attorney Fees
If a court finds that a legislative body violated the Brown 
Act, the plaintiff may be awarded costs and attorney 
fees.117  The costs and fees are the liability of the district 
and not its officers or employees. A district may only 
recover its costs and attorney fees if it wins, and the 
court determines that the lawsuit was “clearly frivolous 
and totally lacking in merit.”118





California Special Districts Association
© 2025

36

Special thanks to our contributing editors Donald M. Davis of 
Burke Williams & Sorensen, LLP, Kane Thuyen, and  

CSDA Chief Counsel Mustafa Hessabi.

1.	 The Brown Act is codified in the Government Code starting at Section 54950. Unless other-
wise indicated, all statutory references are to the California Government Code.

2.	 Please note that school districts and community college districts have a number of unique 
Brown Act provisions applicable only to such special districts that are outside the scope of 
this manual.

3.	 § 54950.
4.	 § 54953(a).
5.	 Epstein v. Hollywood Entertainment Dist. II Bus. Improvement Dist. (2001) 87 Cal.App.4th 

862, 867.
6.	 § 54952(a).
7.	 § 54952.1.
8.	 § 54952(b).
9.	 § 54952(b).
10.	 See Joiner v. City of Sebastopol (1981) 125 Cal.App.3d 799, 805; Frazer v. Dixon Unified 

School District (1993) 18 Cal.App.4th 781, 792-793.
11.	 See McKee v. Los Angeles Interagency Metropolitan Police Apprehension Crime Task Force 

(2005) 134 Cal.App.4th 354.
12.	 § 54952(c).
13.	 See also 107 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 1; 85 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 55; and International Longshoreman’s 

& Warehouseman’s Union v. L.A. Export Terminal, Inc. (1999) 69 Cal.App.4th 287.
14.	 See 56 Ops. Cal Atty Gen 14 (1973).
15.	 § 54952.2(a).
16.	 § 54952.6.
17.	 § 54952.2(b)(1).
18.	 See Op.Cal.Atty.Gen. No. 00-906 (2001), available at https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/opin-

ions/pdfs/00-906.pdf.
19.	 § 54953(b).
20.	 § 54953(b)(3).
21.	 § 54953(b)(4).
22.	 § 54953.8.2 
23.	 § 8625.
24.	 Visit www.csda.net to find a copy of the CSDA Emergency Teleconferencing (“AB 361”) 

Implementation Guide and Sample Resolutions to assist with transitioning to remote emer-
gency teleconferencing meetings.

25.	 § 54953(e).
26.	 §§ 54952.2(b)(2), 54952.2(c)(1).
27.	 § 54952.2(b)(3). These changes are in effect only until January 1, 2026, unless extended or 

made permanent by the Legislature and Governor.
28.	 § 54952.2(b)(3)(B)(i).

Endnotes
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29.	 § 54952.2(c)(2)-(6).
30.	 § 54954(a).
31.	 § 54956.
32.	 § 54955.
33.	 § 54956.5.
34.	 § 54953(e).
35.	 § 54954(b).
36.	 § 54954(d).
37.	 § 54954(e).
38.	 § 54954.2; See also San Joaquin Raptor Rescue v. County of 

Merced (2013) 216 Cal.App.4th 1167 [Brown Act violated where 
agenda description for project approval did not include proposed 
approval of CEQA action (mitigated negative declaration)].

39.	 §§ 54954.2 and 54956.
40.	 § 53087.8(a)(3).
41.	 See Op.Cal.Atty.Gen. No. 14-1203 (2016), available at https://

oag.ca.gov/system/files/opinions/pdfs/14-1203.pdf.
42.	 §§ 54954.2.
43.	 § 54954.2(a).
44.	 See Cruz v. City of Culver City (2016) 2 Cal.App.5th 239, 250.   
45.	 § 54954.2(b).
46.	 § 54952.3.
47.	 § 54953.
48.	 § 54953.3.
49.	 § 54961(a).
50.	 § 54961(a).
51.	 § 54953(b)(3).
52.	 § 54953.2.
53.	 42 U.S.C. § 12101 et seq.
54.	 42 U.S.C. § 12132; 28 C.F.R. § 35.149.
55.	 28 C.F.R. §§ 35.149, 35.150.
56.	 Department of Justice Technical Assistance Manual (Title II), 

Section II-5.1000. The Manual is available at: https://www.ada.
gov/taman2.html.

57.	 28 C.F.R. §§ 35.150, 35.151.
58.	 §§ 54954.2(a), 54954.1, 54957.5(b).
59.	 § 54957.5.
60.	 § 54957.5(b)(2).
61.	 § 54957.5(c).
62.	 Sierra Watch v. Placer County (2021) 69 Cal.App.5th 1. 
63.	 § 54954.1.
64.	 § 54957.5 (c).
65.	 § 54953.5(b); see also § 6253(b).
66.	 § 54954.3.
67.	 § 54954.3(a).
68.	 § 54954.3; See Chaffee v. San Francisco Public Library Commis-

sion (2005) 134 Cal.App.4th 109.
69.	 § 54954.3(b)(2). Exception may apply if simultaneous translation 

equipment is provided. 
70.	 §§ 54957.5 and 54953.5.
71.	 Acosta v. City of Costa Mesa (9th Cir. 2013) 718 F.3d 800 [“in-

solent” remarks did not constitute actual disruption]; Norse v. 
City of Santa Cruz ((9th Cir. 2010) 629 F.3d 966 [silent Nazi salute 
directed at mayor is not a disruption].

72.	 § 54957.9.
73.	 § 54957.9.
74.	 § 54954.3(c).
75.	 White v. City of Norwalk (9th Cir. 1990) 900 F.2d 1421.
76.	 The Brown Act provides a format for describing closed sessions, 

which if substantially followed, create a “safe harbor” from any 
alleged notice violations of the Brown Act. See § 54954.5. This 
manual provides adapted versions of such safe harbor descrip-
tions.

77.	 For a complete list of all permissible closed session matters see 
§ 54954.5.

78.	 § 54957(b)(1).
79.	 § 54957(b)(2); see also Fischer v. Los Angeles Unified School 

District (1999) 70 Cal.App.4th 87 [decision by school board not 
to reemploy probationary employees based on the evaluation of 
performance, but not specific complaints or charges, does not 
require 24 hours’ advance written notice]; and San Diego Civil 
Service Com. v. Bollinger (1999) 71 Cal.App.4th 568 [if charges 
have already been heard and sustained at a public evidentiary 
hearing, employee notice of closed session is not required].

80.	 § 54957(b)(4).
81.	 San Diego Union v. City Council (1983) 146 Cal.App.3d 947 

[two-step process contemplated: (1) closed session for evalua-
tion of performance or appointment; (2) open session for setting 
employee’s salary].

82.	 § 54957.6.
83.	 § 54953(d).
84.	 See Fowler v. City of Lafayette (2020) 45 Cal.App.5th 68. 
85.	 § 54956.9.
86.	 In addition, the agency may be required to provide additional 

information on the agenda or in an oral statement prior to the 
closed session pursuant to Section 54956.9(e)(2) to (5).

87.	 See for example, “The Brown Act,” California Attorney General 
(2003), p.40.

88.	 See Op.Cal.Atty.Gen. No. 10-206 (2011), available at https://oag.
ca.gov/system/files/opinions/pdfs/10-206.pdf.

89.	 See Shapiro v. San Diego City Council (2002) 96 Cal.App. 4th 904.
90.	 § 54956.7.
91.	 § 54957(a).
92.	 § 54957.7.
93.	 See Op.Cal.Atty.Gen. No. 03-604 (2003), available at https://oag.

ca.gov/system/files/opinions/pdfs/03-604.pdf.
94.	 See §§ 54957.1 and 54957.7.
95.	 § 54957.1.
96.	 See §§ 54957.1 and 54957.7.
97.	 § 54963.
98.	 § 54956.96.
99.	 § 54955.
100.	 § 54955.1.
101.	 § 54959.
102.	 § 54960(a).
103.	 § 54960 (a).
104.	 § 54960 (a).
105.	 § 54960 (b).
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106.	 § 54960.1(a).
107.	 § 54960.1.
108.	 § 54960.2.
109.	 § 54960.1(e) and (f).
110.	 § 54960.1(a).
111.	 § 54953.
112.	 §§ 54954.2 and 54954.5.
113.	 § 54954.6.
114.	 § 54956.
115.	 § 54956.5; see also § 54960.1.
116.	 § 54960.1(d).
117.	 See Los Angeles Times Communications v. Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors (2003) 

112 Cal.App.4th 1313 [“fees are ‘presumptively appropriate’ and a successful plaintiff 
‘should ordinarily recover attorney’s fees unless special circumstances would render such an 
award unjust’”].

118.	 § 54960.5.
119.	 § 54957.5.
120.	 § 54957.95.
121.	 Section 54953.8.3.
122.	 107 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen. 107.
123.	 107 Cal.Ops.Atty.Gen. 47.
124.	 § 54953(c).
125.	 § 54954.3(a)(2).
126.	 § 54957.96.
127.	 § 54953.8.6.
128.	 § 54953.8.1.
129.	 § 54953.8.4.
130.	 § 54953.8.5.
131.	 § 54953.8.7.
132.	 § 54953.4.
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GOVERNMENT CODE - GOV
TITLE 5. LOCAL AGENCIES [50001 - 57607] 
(Title 5 added by Stats. 1949, Ch. 81.)

DIVISION 2. CITIES, COUNTIES, AND OTHER AGENCIES [53000 - 55821] 
(Division 2 added by Stats. 1949, Ch. 81.)

PART 1. POWERS AND DUTIES COMMON TO CITIES, COUNTIES, AND OTHER 
AGENCIES [53000 - 54999.7] (Part 1 added by Stats. 1949, Ch. 81.)

54950. In enacting this chapter, the Legislature finds and declares that 
the public commissions, boards and councils and the other public agen-
cies in this State exist to aid in the conduct of the people’s business. It 
is the intent of the law that their actions be taken openly and that their 
deliberations be conducted openly.

The people of this State do not yield their sovereignty to the agencies 
which serve them. The people, in delegating authority, do not give their 
public servants the right to decide what is good for the people to know 
and what is not good for them to know. The people insist on remaining 
informed so that they may retain control over the instruments they have 
created.

(Added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 1588.)

54950.5. This chapter shall be known as the Ralph M. Brown Act.

(Added by Stats. 1961, Ch. 115.)

54951. As used in this chapter, “local agency” means a county, city, 
whether general law or chartered, city and county, town, school district, 
municipal corporation, district, political subdivision, or any board, com-
mission or agency thereof, or other local public agency.

(Amended by Stats. 1959, Ch. 1417.)

54952. As used in this chapter, “legislative body” means:

(a) The governing body of a local agency or any other local body created 
by state or federal statute.

CHAPTER 9. Meetings [54950 - 54963] 
(Chapter 9 added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 1588.)

Appendix – Copy of Ralph M. Brown Act*

(b) A commission, committee, board, or other body of a local agency, 
whether permanent or temporary, decisionmaking or advisory, created 
by charter, ordinance, resolution, or formal action of a legislative body. 
However, advisory committees, composed solely of the members of the 
legislative body that are less than a quorum of the legislative body are 
not legislative bodies, except that standing committees of a legislative 
body, irrespective of their composition, which have a continuing subject 
matter jurisdiction, or a meeting schedule fixed by charter, ordinance, 
resolution, or formal action of a legislative body are legislative bodies 
for purposes of this chapter.

(c) (1) A board, commission, committee, or other multimember body that 
governs a private corporation, limited liability company, or other entity 
that either:

(A) Is created by the elected legislative body in order to exercise author-
ity that may lawfully be delegated by the elected governing body to a 
private corporation, limited liability company, or other entity.

(B) Receives funds from a local agency and the membership of whose 
governing body includes a member of the legislative body of the local 
agency appointed to that governing body as a full voting member by the 
legislative body of the local agency.

(2) Notwithstanding subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1), no board, com-
mission, committee, or other multimember body that governs a private 
corporation, limited liability company, or other entity that receives 
funds from a local agency and, as of February 9, 1996, has a member of 
the legislative body of the local agency as a full voting member of the 
governing body of that private corporation, limited liability company, or 
other entity shall be relieved from the public meeting requirements of 
this chapter by virtue of a change in status of the full voting member to a 
nonvoting member.

(d) The lessee of any hospital the whole or part of which is first leased 
pursuant to subdivision (p) of Section 32121 of the Health and Safety 
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Code after January 1, 1994, where the lessee exercises any material 
authority of a legislative body of a local agency delegated to it by that 
legislative body whether the lessee is organized and operated by the 
local agency or by a delegated authority.

(Amended by Stats. 2002, Ch. 1073, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 2003.)

54952.1. Any person elected to serve as a member of a legislative 
body who has not yet assumed the duties of office shall conform his 
or her conduct to the requirements of this chapter and shall be treated 
for purposes of enforcement of this chapter as if he or she has already 
assumed office.

(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 32, Sec. 2. Effective March 30, 1994. 
Operative April 1, 1994, by Sec. 23 of Ch. 32.)

54952.2. (a) As used in this chapter, “meeting” means any congrega-
tion of a majority of the members of a legislative body at the same time 
and location, including teleconference location as permitted by Section 
54953, to hear, discuss, deliberate, or take action on any item that is 
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body.

(b) (1) A majority of the members of a legislative body shall not, outside 
a meeting authorized by this chapter, use a series of communications 
of any kind, directly or through intermediaries, to discuss, deliberate, 
or take action on any item of business that is within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the legislative body.

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not be construed as preventing an employee or 
official of a local agency, from engaging in separate conversations or 
communications outside of a meeting authorized by this chapter with 
members of a legislative body in order to answer questions or pro-
vide information regarding a matter that is within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the local agency, if that person does not communicate to 
members of the legislative body the comments or position of any other 
member or members of the legislative body.

(3) (A) Paragraph (1) shall not be construed as preventing a member of 
the legislative body from engaging in separate conversations or com-
munications on an internet-based social media platform to answer ques-
tions, provide information to the public, or to solicit information from the 
public regarding a matter that is within the subject matter jurisdiction 
of the legislative body provided that a majority of the members of the 
legislative body do not use the internet-based social media platform to 
discuss among themselves business of a specific nature that is within 
the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body. A member of the 
legislative body shall not respond directly to any communication on an 
internet-based social media platform regarding a matter that is within 
the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body that is made, 
posted, or shared by any other member of the legislative body.

(B) For purposes of this paragraph, all of the following definitions shall 
apply:

(i) “Discuss among themselves” means communications made, posted, 
or shared on an internet-based social media platform between members 
of a legislative body, including comments or use of digital icons that 
express reactions to communications made by other members of the 
legislative body.

(ii) “Internet-based social media platform” means an online service that 
is open and accessible to the public.

(iii) “Open and accessible to the public” means that members of the 
general public have the ability to access and participate, free of charge, 
in the social media platform without the approval by the social media 
platform or a person or entity other than the social media platform, 
including any forum and chatroom, and cannot be blocked from doing so, 
except when the internet-based social media platform determines that 
an individual violated its protocols or rules.

(c) Nothing in this section shall impose the requirements of this chapter 
upon any of the following:

(1) Individual contacts or conversations between a member of a legisla-
tive body and any other person that do not violate subdivision (b).

(2) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body 
at a conference or similar gathering open to the public that involves a 
discussion of issues of general interest to the public or to public agen-
cies of the type represented by the legislative body, provided that a 
majority of the members do not discuss among themselves, other than 
as part of the scheduled program, business of a specified nature that is 
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the local agency. Nothing in this 
paragraph is intended to allow members of the public free admission to 
a conference or similar gathering at which the organizers have required 
other participants or registrants to pay fees or charges as a condition of 
attendance.

(3) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body 
at an open and publicized meeting organized to address a topic of local 
community concern by a person or organization other than the local 
agency, provided that a majority of the members do not discuss among 
themselves, other than as part of the scheduled program, business of 
a specific nature that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 
legislative body of the local agency.

(4) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body 
at an open and noticed meeting of another body of the local agency, or 
at an open and noticed meeting of a legislative body of another local 
agency, provided that a majority of the members do not discuss among 
themselves, other than as part of the scheduled meeting, business of 
a specific nature that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the 
legislative body of the local agency.

(5) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at 
a purely social or ceremonial occasion, provided that a majority of the 
members do not discuss among themselves business of a specific nature 
that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body of the 
local agency.

(6) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body 
at an open and noticed meeting of a standing committee of that body, 
provided that the members of the legislative body who are not members 
of the standing committee attend only as observers.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2020, Ch. 89, Sec. 1) by Stats. 2025, 
Ch. 327, Sec. 1. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54952.3. (a) A legislative body that has convened a meeting and whose 
membership constitutes a quorum of any other legislative body may 
convene a meeting of that other legislative body, simultaneously or in 
serial order, only if a clerk or a member of the convened legislative body 
verbally announces, prior to convening any simultaneous or serial order 
meeting of that subsequent legislative body, the amount of compensa-
tion or stipend, if any, that each member will be entitled to receive as a 
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result of convening the simultaneous or serial meeting of the subsequent 
legislative body and identifies that the compensation or stipend shall 
be provided as a result of convening a meeting for which each member 
is entitled to collect compensation or a stipend. However, the clerk or 
member of the legislative body shall not be required to announce the 
amount of compensation if the amount of compensation is prescribed in 
statute and no additional compensation has been authorized by a local 
agency.

(b) For purposes of this section, compensation and stipend shall not 
include amounts reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses incurred 
by a member in the performance of the member’s official duties, includ-
ing, but not limited to, reimbursement of expenses relating to travel, 
meals, and lodging.

(Added by Stats. 2011, Ch. 91, Sec. 1. (AB 23) Effective January 1, 2012.)

54952.6. As used in this chapter, “action taken” means a collective 
decision made by a majority of the members of a legislative body, a 
collective commitment or promise by a majority of the members of a 
legislative body to make a positive or a negative decision, or an actual 
vote by a majority of the members of a legislative body when sitting as a 
body or entity, upon a motion, proposal, resolution, order or ordinance.

(Added by Stats. 1961, Ch. 1671.)

54952.7. A local agency shall provide a copy of this chapter to any 
person elected or appointed to serve as a member of a legislative body 
of the local agency.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 3. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026.)

54953. (a) All meetings of the legislative body of a local agency shall 
be open and public, and all persons shall be permitted to attend any 
meeting of the legislative body of a local agency, except as otherwise 
provided in this chapter.

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the legislative body 
of a local agency may use teleconferencing for the benefit of the public 
and the legislative body of a local agency in connection with any meet-
ing or proceeding authorized by law. The teleconferenced meeting or 
proceeding shall comply with all otherwise applicable requirements of 
this chapter and all otherwise applicable provisions of law relating to a 
specific type of meeting or proceeding.

(2) Teleconferencing, as authorized by this section, may be used for all 
purposes in connection with any meeting within the subject matter ju-
risdiction of the legislative body. If the legislative body of a local agency 
elects to use teleconferencing, the legislative body of a local agency 
shall comply with all of the following:

(A) All votes taken during a teleconferenced meeting shall be by rollcall.

(B) The teleconferenced meetings shall be conducted in a manner that 
protects the statutory and constitutional rights of the parties or the 
public appearing before the legislative body of a local agency.

(C) The legislative body shall give notice of the meeting and post agen-
das as otherwise required by this chapter.

(D) The legislative body shall allow members of the public to access the 
meeting and the agenda shall provide an opportunity for members of 

the public to address the legislative body directly pursuant to Section 
54954.3.

(3) If the legislative body of a local agency elects to use teleconferenc-
ing, it shall post agendas at all teleconference locations. Each tele-
conference location shall be identified in the notice and agenda of the 
meeting or proceeding, and each teleconference location shall be acces-
sible to the public. During the teleconference, at least a quorum of the 
members of the legislative body shall participate from locations within 
the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises 
jurisdiction, except as expressly provided in this chapter.

(4) The teleconferencing requirements of this subdivision shall not apply 
to remote participation described in subdivision (c).

(c) (1) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit a member of 
a legislative body with a disability from participating in any meeting of 
the legislative body by remote participation as a reasonable accommo-
dation pursuant to any applicable law.

(2) A member of a legislative body participating in a meeting by remote 
participation pursuant to this subdivision shall do both of the following:

(A) The member shall participate through both audio and visual technol-
ogy, except that any member with a disability, as defined in Section 
12102 of Title 42 of the United States Code, may participate only through 
audio technology if a physical condition related to their disability results 
in a need to participate off camera.

(B) The member shall disclose at the meeting before any action is taken, 
whether any other individuals 18 years of age or older are present in the 
room at the remote location with the member, and the general nature of 
the member’s relationship with any of those individuals.

(3) Remote participation under this subdivision shall be treated as 
in-person attendance at the physical meeting location for all purposes, 
including any requirement that a quorum of the legislative body par-
ticipate from any particular location. The provisions of subdivision (b) 
and Sections 54953.8 to 54953.8.7, inclusive, shall not apply to remote 
participation under this subdivision.

(d) (1) No legislative body shall take action by secret ballot, whether 
preliminary or final.

(2) The legislative body of a local agency shall publicly report any action 
taken and the vote or abstention on that action of each member present 
for the action.

(3) (A) Prior to taking final action, the legislative body shall orally report 
a summary of a recommendation for a final action on the salaries, salary 
schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of either 
of the following during the open meeting in which the final action is to 
be taken:

(i) A local agency executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 
3511.1.

(ii) A department head or other similar administrative officer of the local 
agency.

(B) This paragraph shall not affect the public’s right under the California 
Public Records Act (Division 10 (commencing with Section 7920.000) of 
Title 1) to inspect or copy records created or received in the process of 
developing the recommendation.

(e) For purposes of this section, both of the following definitions apply:

(1) “Disability” means a physical disability or a mental disability as those 
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terms are defined in Section 12926 and used in Section 12926.1, or a 
disability as defined in Section 12102 of Title 42 of the United States 
Code.

(2) (A) “Teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative body, the mem-
bers of which are in different locations, connected by electronic means, 
through either audio or video, or both.

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), “teleconference” does not include 
one or more members watching or listening to a meeting via webcasting 
or any other similar electronic medium that does not permit members to 
interactively speak, discuss, or deliberate on matters.

(3) “Remote participation” means participation in a meeting by telecon-
ference at a location other than any physical meeting location desig-
nated in the notice of the meeting.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2023, Ch. 534, Sec. 2) by Stats. 2025, 
Ch. 327, Sec. 4. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54953.1. The provisions of this chapter shall not be construed to 
prohibit the members of the legislative body of a local agency from giv-
ing testimony in private before a grand jury, either as individuals or as a 
body.

(Added by Stats. 1979, Ch. 950.)

54953.2. All meetings of a legislative body of a local agency that are 
open and public shall meet the protections and prohibitions contained 
in Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 
Sec. 12132), and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implemen-
tation thereof.

(Added by Stats. 2002, Ch. 300, Sec. 5. Effective January 1, 2003.)

54953.3. A member of the public shall not be required, as a condition 
to attendance at a meeting of a legislative body of a local agency, to 
register his or her name, to provide other information, to complete a 
questionnaire, or otherwise to fulfill any condition precedent to his or her 
attendance.

If an attendance list, register, questionnaire, or other similar document 
is posted at or near the entrance to the room where the meeting is to be 
held, or is circulated to the persons present during the meeting, it shall 
state clearly that the signing, registering, or completion of the document 
is voluntary, and that all persons may attend the meeting regardless of 
whether a person signs, registers, or completes the document.

(Amended by Stats. 1981, Ch. 968, Sec. 28.)

54953.4. (a) The Legislature finds and declares that public access, 
including through translation of agendas as required by this section, is 
necessary for an informed populace. The Legislature encourages local 
agencies to adopt public access requirements that exceed the require-
ments of this chapter by translating additional languages, employing 
human translators, and conducting additional outreach.

(b) (1) In addition to any other applicable requirements of this chapter, a 
meeting held by a eligible legislative body pursuant to this chapter shall 
comply with both of the following requirements:

(A) (i) (I) (ia) All open and public meetings shall include an opportunity for 
members of the public to attend via a two-way telephonic service or a 
two-way audiovisual platform, except if adequate telephonic or internet 
service is not operational at the meeting location. If adequate telephonic 
or internet service is operational at the meeting location during only a 
portion of the meeting, the legislative body shall include an opportunity 
for members of the public to attend via a two-way telephonic service or 
a two-way audiovisual platform during that portion of the meeting.

(ib) (Ia) On or before July 1, 2026, an eligible legislative body shall ap-
prove at a noticed public meeting in open session, not on the consent 
calendar, a policy regarding disruption of telephonic or internet service 
occurring during meetings subject to this sub-subclause. The policy shall 
address the procedures for recessing and reconvening a meeting in the 
event of disruption and the efforts that the eligible legislative body shall 
make to attempt to restore the service.

(Ib) If a disruption of telephonic or internet service that prevents mem-
bers of the public from attending or observing the meeting via the two-
way telephonic service or two-way audiovisual platform occurs during 
the meeting, the eligible legislative body shall recess the open session 
of the meeting for at least one hour and make a good faith attempt to 
restore the service. The eligible legislative body may meet in closed ses-
sion during this period. The eligible legislative body shall not reconvene 
the open session of the meeting until at least one hour following the 
disruption, or until telephonic or internet service is restored, whichever 
is earlier.

(Ic) Upon reconvening the open session, if telephonic or internet service 
has not been restored, the eligible legislative body shall adopt a finding 
by rollcall vote that good faith efforts to restore the telephonic or inter-
net service have been made in accordance with the policy adopted pur-
suant to sub-sub-subclause (Ia) and that the public interest in continuing 
the meeting outweighs the public interest in remote public access.

(II) Subclause (I) does not apply to a meeting that is held to do any of the 
following:

(ia) Attend a judicial or administrative proceeding to which the local 
agency is a party.

(ib) Inspect real or personal property provided that the topic of the meet-
ing is limited to items directly related to the real or personal property.

(ic) Meet with elected or appointed officials of the United States or the 
State of California, solely to discuss a legislative or regulatory issue 
affecting the local agency and over which the federal or state officials 
have jurisdiction.

(id) Meet in or nearby a facility owned by the agency, provided that the 
topic of the meeting is limited to items directly related to the facility.

(ie) Meet in an emergency situation pursuant to Section 54956.5.

(ii) If an eligible legislative body elects to provide a two-way audiovisual 
platform, the eligible legislative body shall publicly post and provide a 
call-in option, and activate any automatic captioning function during the 
meeting if an automatic captioning function is included with the two-
way audiovisual platform. If an eligible legislative body does not elect 
to provide a two-way audiovisual platform, the eligible legislative body 
shall provide a two-way telephonic service for the public to participate in 
the meeting, pursuant to subclause (I).

(B) (i) All open and public meetings for which attendance via a two-way 
telephonic service or a two-way audiovisual platform is provided in ac-
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cordance with paragraph (1) shall provide the public with an opportunity 
to provide public comment in accordance with Section 54954.3 via the 
two-way telephonic or two-way audiovisual platform, and ensure the 
opportunity for the members of the public participating via a two-way 
telephonic or two-way audiovisual platform to provide public comment 
with the same time allotment as a person attending a meeting in person.

(2) (A) An eligible legislative body shall reasonably assist members of 
the public who wish to translate a public meeting into any language or 
wish to receive interpretation provided by another member of the public, 
so long as the interpretation is not disrupting to the meeting, as defined 
in Section 54957.95. The eligible legislative body shall publicize instruc-
tions on how to request assistance under this subdivision. Assistance 
may include any of the following, as determined by the eligible legisla-
tive body:

(i) Arranging space for one or more interpreters at the meeting location.

(ii) Allowing extra time during the meeting for interpretation to occur.

(iii) Ensuring participants may utilize their personal equipment or reason-
ably access facilities for participants to access commercially available 
interpretation services.

(B) This section does not require an eligible legislative body to provide 
interpretation of any public meeting, however, an eligible legislative 
body may elect to provide interpretation of any public meeting.

(C) The eligible legislative body is not responsible for the content or 
accuracy of any interpretation facilitated, assisted with, or provided 
under this subdivision. An action shall not be commenced or maintained 
against the eligible legislative body arising from the content or accuracy 
of any interpretation facilitated, assisted with, or provided under this 
subdivision.

(3) An eligible legislative body shall take the following actions to encour-
age residents, including those in underrepresented communities and 
non-English-speaking communities, to participate in public meetings:

(A) Have in place a system for electronically accepting and fulfilling re-
quests for meeting agendas and documents pursuant to Section 54954.1 
through email or through an integrated agenda management platform. 
Information about how to make a request using this system shall be 
accessible through a prominent direct link posted on the primary internet 
website home page of the eligible legislative body.

(B) (i) Create and maintain an accessible internet webpage dedicated to 
public meetings that includes, or provides a link to, all of the following 
information:

(I) A general explanation of the public meeting process for the eligible 
legislative body.

(II) An explanation of the procedures for a member of the public to 
provide in-person or remote oral public comment during a public meeting 
or to submit written public comment.

(III) A calendar of all public meeting dates with calendar listings that 
include the date, time, and location of each public meeting.

(IV) The agenda posted online pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision 
(a) of Section 54954.2.

(ii) The eligible legislative body shall include a link to the webpage 
required by subparagraph (A) on the home page of the eligible legislative 
body’s internet website.

(C) (i) Make reasonable efforts, as determined by the legislative body, to 
invite groups that do not traditionally participate in public meetings to 
attend those meetings, which may include, but are not limited to, all the 
following:

(I) Media organizations that provide news coverage in the jurisdiction 
of the eligible legislative body, including media organizations that serve 
non-English-speaking communities.

(II) Good government, civil rights, civic engagement, neighborhood, and 
community group organizations, or similar organizations that are active 
in the jurisdiction of the eligible legislative body, including organizations 
active in non-English-speaking communities.

(ii) Legislative bodies shall have broad discretion in the choice of 
reasonable efforts they make under this subparagraph. No action shall 
be commenced or maintained against an eligible legislative body arising 
from failing to provide public meeting information to any specific group 
pursuant to this subparagraph.

(c) (1) (A) The agenda for each meeting of an eligible legislative body 
shall be translated into all applicable languages, and each translation 
shall be posted in accordance with Section 54954.2. Each translation 
shall include instructions in the applicable language describing how 
to join the meeting by the telephonic or internet-based service option, 
including any requirements for registration for public comment.

(B) The accessible internet webpage provided under subparagraph (B) 
of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) shall be translated into all applicable 
languages, and each translation shall be accessible through a prominent 
direct link posted on the primary internet website home page of the 
eligible legislative body.

(2) A translation made using a digital translation service shall satisfy the 
requirements of paragraph (1).

(3) The eligible legislative body shall make available a physical location 
that is freely accessible to the public in reasonable proximity to the 
physical location in which the agenda and translations are posted as 
described in paragraph (1), and shall allow members of the public to post 
additional translations of the agenda in that location.

(4) The eligible legislative body is not responsible for the content or ac-
curacy of any translation provided pursuant to this subdivision. No action 
shall be commenced or maintained against an eligible legislative body 
arising from the content, accuracy, posting, or removal of any translation 
provided by the eligible legislative body or posted by any person pursu-
ant to this subdivision.

(5) For the purposes of this section, the agenda does not include the 
entire agenda packet.

(d) This section shall not be construed to affect or supersede any other 
applicable civil rights, nondiscrimination, or public access laws.

(e) For purposes of this section, all of the following definitions apply:

(1) (A) “Applicable languages” means languages, according to data 
from the most recent American Community Survey, spoken jointly by 20 
percent or more of the applicable population, provided that 20 percent or 
more of the population that speaks that language in that city or county 
speaks English less than “very well.”

(B) For the purposes of subparagraph (A), the applicable population shall 
be determined as follows:

(i) For an eligible legislative body that is a city council or county board of 
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supervisors, the applicable population shall be the population of the city 
or county.

(ii) For an eligible legislative body of a special district, the applicable 
population shall be either of the following, at the discretion of the board 
of directors of the special district:

(I) The population of the county with the greatest population within the 
boundaries of the special district.

(II) The population of the service area of the special district, if the special 
district has the data to determine what languages spoken by the popula-
tion within its service area meet the requirements of paragraph (A).

(C) If more than three languages meet the criteria set forth in sub-
paragraph (A), “applicable languages” shall mean the three languages 
described in subparagraph (A) that are spoken by the largest percentage 
of the population.

(D) An eligible legislative body may elect to determine the applicable 
languages based upon a source other than the most recent American 
Community Survey if it makes a finding, based upon substantial evi-
dence, that the other source provides equally or more reliable data for 
the territory over which the eligible legislative body exercises jurisdic-
tion.

(2) “Eligible legislative body” means any of the following:

(A) A city council of a city with a population of 30,000 or more.

(B) A county board of supervisors of a county, or city and county, with a 
population of 30,000 or more.

(C) A city council of a city located in a county with a population of 
600,000 or more.

(D) The board of directors of a special district that has an internet web-
site and meets any of the following conditions:

(i) The boundaries of the special district include the entirety of a county 
with a population of 600,000 or more, and the special district has over 
200 full-time equivalent employees.

(ii) The special district has over 1,000 full-time equivalent employees.

(iii) The special district has annual revenues, based on the most recent 
Financial Transaction Report data published by the California State Con-
troller, that exceed four hundred million dollars ($400,000,000), adjusted 
annually for inflation commencing January 1, 2027, as measured by the 
percentage change in the California Consumer Price Index from Janu-
ary 1 of the prior year to January 1 of the current year, and the special 
district employs over 200 full-time equivalent employees.

(3) “Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that pro-
vides participants with the ability to participate in a meeting via both an 
interactive video conference and a two-way telephonic service.

(4) “Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone service that does 
not require internet access and allows participants to dial a telephone 
number to listen and verbally participate.

(f) This section shall become operative on July 1, 2026.

(g) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as 
of that date is repealed.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 5. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026. Operative July 1, 2026, by its own provisions. Repealed as of 
January 1, 2030, by its own provisions.)

54953.5. (a) Any person attending an open and public meeting of a 
legislative body of a local agency shall have the right to record the pro-
ceedings in the absence of a reasonable finding by the legislative body 
of the local agency that the recording cannot continue without noise, 
illumination, or obstruction of view that constitutes, or would constitute, 
a persistent disruption of the proceedings.

(b) Any recording of an open and public meeting made for whatever 
purpose by or at the direction of the local agency shall be subject to 
inspection pursuant to the California Public Records Act (Division 10 
(commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1), but, notwithstanding 
Section 34090, may be erased or destroyed 30 days after the recording. 
Any inspection of an audio or video recording shall be provided without 
charge on equipment made available by the local agency.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 6. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026.)

54953.6. No legislative body of a local agency shall prohibit or other-
wise restrict the broadcast of its open and public meetings in the ab-
sence of a reasonable finding that the broadcast cannot be accomplished 
without noise, illumination, or obstruction of view that would constitute 
a persistent disruption of the proceedings.

(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 32, Sec. 6. Effective March 30, 1994. 
Operative April 1, 1994, by Sec. 23 of Ch. 32.)

54953.7. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, legislative bodies 
of local agencies may impose requirements upon themselves which 
allow greater access to their meetings than prescribed by the minimal 
standards set forth in this chapter. In addition thereto, an elected legisla-
tive body of a local agency may impose those requirements on appointed 
legislative bodies of the local agency.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 7. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026.)

54953.8. (a) The legislative body of a local agency may use teleconfer-
encing as authorized by subdivision (b) of Section 54953 without comply-
ing with the requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Section 
54953 in any of the circumstances described in Sections 54953.8.1 to 
54953.8.7, inclusive.

(b) A legislative body that holds a teleconference meeting pursuant to 
this section shall, in addition to any other applicable requirements of this 
chapter, comply with all of the following:

(1) The legislative body shall provide at least one of the following as a 
means by which the public may remotely hear and visually observe the 
meeting, and remotely address the legislative body:

(A) A two-way audiovisual platform.

(B) A two-way telephonic service and a live webcasting of the meeting.

(2) In each instance in which notice of the time of the teleconference 
meeting held pursuant to this section is otherwise given or the agenda 
for the meeting is otherwise posted, the legislative body shall also give 
notice of the means by which members of the public may access the 
meeting and offer public comment. The agenda shall identify and include 
an opportunity for all persons to attend via a call-in option or an internet-
based service option.



California Special Districts Association
© 2025

46

(3) In the event of a disruption that prevents the legislative body from 
broadcasting the meeting to members of the public using the call-in 
option or internet-based service option, or in the event of a disruption 
within the local agency’s control that prevents members of the public 
from offering public comments using the call-in option or internet-based 
service option, the legislative body shall take no further action on items 
appearing on the meeting agenda until public access to the meeting via 
the call-in option or internet-based service option is restored. Actions 
taken on agenda items during a disruption that prevents the legislative 
body from broadcasting the meeting may be challenged pursuant to 
Section 54960.1.

(4) The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submit-
ted in advance of the meeting and must provide an opportunity for the 
public to address the legislative body and offer comment in real time.

(5) Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide 
public comment through the use of an internet website, or other online 
platform, not under the control of the local legislative body, that requires 
registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register 
as required by the third-party internet website or online platform to 
participate.

(6) (A) A legislative body that provides a timed public comment period 
for each agenda item shall not close the public comment period for the 
agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to paragraph (5), 
to provide public comment until that timed public comment period has 
elapsed.

(B) A legislative body that does not provide a timed public comment 
period, but takes public comment separately on each agenda item, shall 
allow a reasonable amount of time per agenda item to allow public 
members the opportunity to provide public comment, including time for 
members of the public to register pursuant to paragraph (5), or otherwise 
be recognized for the purpose of providing public comment.

(C) A legislative body that provides a timed general public comment 
period that does not correspond to a specific agenda item shall not 
close the public comment period or the opportunity to register, pursu-
ant to paragraph (5), until the timed general public comment period has 
elapsed.

(7) Any member of the legislative body who participates in a teleconfer-
ence meeting from a remote location pursuant to this section and the 
specific provision of law that the member relied upon to permit their 
participation by teleconferencing shall be listed in the minutes of the 
meeting.

(8) The legislative body shall have and implement a procedure for receiv-
ing and swiftly resolving requests for reasonable accommodation for 
individuals with disabilities, consistent with the federal Americans with 
Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and resolving any doubt 
in favor of accessibility. In each instance in which notice of the time of 
the meeting is otherwise given or the agenda for the meeting is other-
wise posted, the legislative body shall also give notice of the procedure 
for receiving and resolving requests for accommodation.

(9) The legislative body shall conduct meetings subject to this chapter 
consistent with applicable civil rights and nondiscrimination laws.

(c) A local agency shall identify and make available to legislative bodies 
a list of one or more meeting locations that may be available for use by 
the legislative bodies to conduct their meetings.

(d) (1) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a legislative body from pro-
viding the public with additional teleconference locations.

(2) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a legislative body from provid-
ing the public with additional physical locations in which the public may 
observe and address the legislative body by electronic means.

(e) A member of a legislative body who participates in a teleconference 
meeting from a remote location pursuant to this section shall publicly 
disclose at the meeting before any action is taken whether any other 
individuals 18 years of age or older are present in the room at the re-
mote location with the member, and the general nature of the member’s 
relationship with those individuals.

(f) The teleconferencing provisions described in Section 54953 and 
Sections 54953.8.1 to 54953.8.7, inclusive, are cumulative. A legislative 
body may elect to use any teleconferencing provisions that are appli-
cable to a meeting, regardless of whether any other teleconferencing 
provisions would also be applicable to that meeting.

(g) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Remote location” means a location from which a member of a 
legislative body participates in a meeting pursuant to paragraph (7) of 
subdivision (b), other than any physical meeting location designated in 
the notice of the meeting. Remote locations need not be accessible to 
the public.

(2) “Teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative body, the mem-
bers of which are in different locations, connected by electronic means, 
through either audio or video, or both.

(3) “Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that 
provides participants with the ability to participate in a meeting via both 
an interactive video conference and a two-way telephonic service. A 
two-way audiovisual platform may be structured to disable the use of 
video for the public participants.

(4) “Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone service that does 
not require internet access and allows participants to dial a telephone 
number to listen and verbally participate.

(5) “Webcasting” means a streaming video broadcast online or on televi-
sion, using streaming media technology to distribute a single content 
source to many simultaneous listeners and viewers.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 8. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026.)

54953.8.1. (a) A health authority may conduct a teleconference 
meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8, provided that it complies with the 
requirements of that section.

(b) Nothing in this section or Section 54953.8 shall be construed as 
discouraging health authority members from regularly meeting at a com-
mon physical site within the jurisdiction of the authority or from using 
teleconference locations within or near the jurisdiction of the authority.

(c) For purposes of this section, a health authority means any entity 
created pursuant to Sections 14018.7, 14087.31, 14087.35, 14087.36, 
14087.38, and 14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any 
joint powers authority created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with 
Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 for the purpose of contracting 
pursuant to Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and 
any advisory committee to a county-sponsored health plan licensed 
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pursuant to Chapter 2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) of Division 2 
of the Health and Safety Code if the advisory committee has 12 or more 
members.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 9. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026.)

54953.8.2. (a) A legislative body of a local agency may conduct a 
teleconference meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8 during a proclaimed 
state of emergency or local emergency, provided that it complies with 
the requirements of that section and the teleconferencing is used in 
either of the following circumstances:

(1) For the purpose of determining, by majority vote, whether as a result 
of the emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks to the 
health or safety of attendees.

(2) After a determination described in paragraph (1) is made that, as a 
result of the emergency, meeting in person would present imminent risks 
to the health or safety of attendees.

(b) If the state of emergency or local emergency remains active, in order 
to continue to teleconference pursuant to this section, the legislative 
body shall, no later than 45 days after teleconferencing for the first time 
pursuant to this section, and every 45 days thereafter, make the follow-
ing findings by majority vote:

(1) The legislative body has reconsidered the circumstances of the state 
of emergency or local emergency.

(2) The state of emergency or local emergency continues to directly 
impact the ability of the members to meet safely in person.

(c) This section shall not be construed to require the legislative body to 
provide a physical location from which the public may attend or  
comment.

(d) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 54953.8, 
a legislative body conducting a teleconference meeting pursuant to this 
section may elect to use a two-way telephonic service without a live 
webcasting of the meeting.

(e) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Local emergency” means a condition of extreme peril to persons or 
property proclaimed by the governing body of the local agency affected, 
in accordance with Section 8630 of the California Emergency Services 
Act (Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 8550) of Division 1 of Title 
2), as defined in Section 8680.9, or a local health emergency declared 
pursuant to Section 101080 of the Health and Safety Code. Local 
emergency, as used in this section, refers only to local emergencies in 
the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises 
jurisdiction.

(2) “State of emergency” means state of emergency proclaimed pursuant 
to Section 8625 of the California Emergency Services Act (Chapter 7 
(commencing with Section 8550) of Division 1 of Title 2).

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 10. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026.)

54953.8.3. (a) A legislative body of a local agency may conduct a 
teleconference meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8 if, during the tele-
conference meeting, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative 

body participates in person from a singular physical location clearly 
identified on the agenda, which location shall be open to the public 
and situated within the boundaries of the territory over which the local 
agency exercises jurisdiction, provided that the legislative body complies 
with the requirements of Section 54953.8 and all of the following ad-
ditional requirements:

(1) A member of the legislative body notifies the legislative body at the 
earliest opportunity possible, including at the start of a regular meet-
ing, of their need to participate remotely for just cause, including a 
general description of the circumstances relating to their need to appear 
remotely at the given meeting.

(2) The member shall participate through both audio and visual  
technology.

(3) (A) The provisions of this subdivision shall not serve as a means 
for any member of a legislative body to participate in meetings of the 
legislative body solely by teleconference from a remote location for just 
cause for more than the following number of meetings, as applicable:

(i) Two meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets once 
per month or less.

(ii) Five meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets twice 
per month.

(iii) Seven meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets three 
or more times per month.

(B) For the purpose of counting meetings attended by teleconference 
under this paragraph, a “meeting” shall be defined as any number of 
meetings of the legislative body of a local agency that begin on the 
same calendar day.

(b) The minutes for the meeting shall identify the specific provision in 
subdivision (c) that each member relied upon to participate remotely. 
This subdivision shall not be construed to require the member to disclose 
any medical diagnosis or disability, or any personal medical information 
that is otherwise exempt under existing law, including, but not limited 
to, the Confidentiality of Medical Information Act (Chapter 1 (commenc-
ing with Section 56) of Part 2.6 of Division 1 of the Civil Code).

(c) For purposes of this section, “just cause” means any of the following:

(1) Childcare or caregiving need of a child, parent, grandparent, 
grandchild, sibling, spouse, or domestic partner that requires them to 
participate remotely. “Child,” “parent,” “grandparent,” “grandchild,” and 
“sibling” have the same meaning as those terms do in Section 12945.2.

(2) A contagious illness that prevents a member from attending in 
person.

(3) A need related to a physical or mental condition that is not subject to 
subdivision (c) of Section 54953.

(4) Travel while on official business of the legislative body or another 
state or local agency.

(5) An immunocompromised child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, 
sibling, spouse, or domestic partner of the member that requires the 
member to participate remotely.

(6) A physical or family medical emergency that prevents a member from 
attending in person.

(7) Military service obligations that result in a member being unable to 
attend in person because they are serving under official written orders 
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for active duty, drill, annual training, or any other duty required as a 
member of the California National Guard or a United States Military 
Reserve organization that requires the member to be at least 50 miles 
outside the boundaries of the local agency.

(d) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as 
of that date is repealed.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 11. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own provisions.)

54953.8.4. (a) An eligible neighborhood council may conduct a 
teleconference meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8, provided that it 
complies with the requirements of that section and all of the following 
have occurred:

(1) (A) The city council for a city described in paragraph (2) of subdivision 
(b) considers whether to adopt a resolution to authorize eligible neigh-
borhood councils to use teleconferencing as described in this section at 
an open and regular meeting.

(B) If the city council adopts a resolution described in subparagraph 
(A), an eligible neighborhood council may elect to use teleconferencing 
pursuant to this section if a majority of the eligible neighborhood council 
votes to do so. The eligible neighborhood council shall notify the city 
council if it elects to use teleconferencing pursuant to this section and 
its justification for doing so.

(C) Upon receiving notification from an eligible neighborhood council 
described in subparagraph (B), the city council may adopt a resolution to 
prohibit the eligible neighborhood council from using teleconferencing 
pursuant to this section.

(2) After completing the requirements of subparagraph (A) of paragraph 
(1), an eligible neighborhood council that holds a meeting pursuant to 
this subdivision shall do all of the following:

(A) At least a quorum of the members of the eligible neighborhood 
council shall participate from locations within the boundaries of the city 
in which the eligible neighborhood council is established.

(B) At least once per year, at least a quorum of the members of the 
eligible neighborhood council shall participate in person from a singular 
physical location that is open to the public and within the boundaries of 
the eligible neighborhood council.

(3) If the meeting is during regular business hours of the offices of the 
city council member that represents the area that includes the eligible 
neighborhood council, the eligible neighborhood council shall provide a 
publicly accessible physical location from which the public may attend 
or comment, which shall be the offices of the city council member who 
represents the area where the eligible neighborhood council is located, 
unless the eligible neighborhood council identifies an alternative  
location.

(4) If the meeting is outside regular business hours, the eligible neigh-
borhood council shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate any 
member of the public that requests an accommodation to participate in 
the meeting.

(b) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Accommodation” means providing a publicly accessible physical 
location for the member of the public to participate from, providing ac-
cess to technology necessary to participate in the meeting, or identifying 

locations or resources available that could provide the member of the 
public with an opportunity to participate in the meeting.

(2) “Eligible neighborhood council” means a neighborhood council that is 
an advisory body with the purpose to promote more citizen participation 
in government and make government more responsive to local needs 
that is established pursuant to the charter of a city with a population of 
more than 3,000,000 people that is subject to this chapter.

(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as 
of that date is repealed.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 12. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own provisions.)

54953.8.5. (a) An eligible community college student organization may 
conduct a teleconference meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8, provided 
that it complies with the requirements of that section and all of the fol-
lowing additional requirements:

(1) An eligible community college student organization may only use 
teleconferencing as described in Section 54953.8 after all the following 
have occurred:

(A) The board of trustees for a community college district considers 
whether to adopt a resolution to authorize eligible community college 
student organizations to use teleconferencing as described in this sec-
tion at an open and regular meeting.

(B) If the board of trustees for a community college district adopts a 
resolution described in subparagraph (A), an eligible community college 
student organization may elect to use teleconferencing pursuant to this 
section if a majority of the eligible community college student organiza-
tion votes to do so. The eligible community college student organization 
shall notify the board of trustees if it elects to use teleconferencing 
pursuant to this section and its justification for doing so.

(C) Upon receiving notification from an eligible community college stu-
dent organization as described in subparagraph (B), the board of trustees 
may adopt a resolution to prohibit the eligible community college student 
organization from using teleconferencing pursuant to this section.

(D) (i) Except as specified in clause (ii), at least a quorum of the members 
of the eligible community college student organization shall participate 
from a singular physical location that is accessible to the public and is 
within the community college district in which the eligible community 
college student organization is established.

(ii) The requirements described in clause (i) shall not apply to the Califor-
nia Online Community College.

(iii) Notwithstanding the requirements of clause (i), a person may count 
toward the establishment of a quorum pursuant to clause (i) regardless 
of whether the person is participating at the in-person location of the 
meeting or remotely if the person meets any of the following criteria:

(I) The person is under 18 years of age.

(II) The person is incarcerated.

(III) The person is unable to disclose the location that they are participat-
ing from because of either of the following circumstances:

(ia) The person has been issued a protective court order, including, but 
not limited to, a domestic violence restraining order.

(ib) The person is participating in a program that has to remain confiden-
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tial, including, but not limited to, an independent living program.

(IV) The person provides childcare or caregiving to a child, parent, grand-
parent, grandchild, sibling, spouse, or domestic partner that requires 
them to participate remotely. For purposes of this subclause, “child,” 
“parent,” “grandparent,” “grandchild,” and “sibling” have the same 
meaning as those terms are defined in Section 12945.2.

(2) An eligible community college student organization that holds a 
meeting by teleconference as described in Section 54953.8 shall do the 
following, as applicable:

(A) (i) Except as specified in subparagraph (B), if the meeting is during 
regular business hours of the offices of the board of trustees of the com-
munity college district, the eligible community college student organiza-
tion shall provide a publicly accessible physical location from which the 
public may attend or comment, which shall be the offices of the board of 
trustees of the community college district, unless the eligible community 
college student organization identifies an alternative location.

(ii) Except as specified in subparagraph (B), if the meeting is outside 
regular business hours, the eligible community college student organiza-
tion shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate any member of the 
public that requests an accommodation to participate in the meeting. For 
the purposes of this subparagraph, “accommodation” means providing 
a publicly accessible physical location for the member of the public to 
participate from, providing access to technology necessary to participate 
in the meeting, or identifying locations or resources available that could 
provide the member of the public with an opportunity to participate in 
the meeting.

(B) The requirements described in subparagraph (A) shall not apply to the 
California Online Community College.

(b) For purposes of this section, “eligible community college student 
organization” means a student body association organized pursuant to 
Section 76060 of the Education Code, or any other student-run com-
munity college organization that is required to comply with the meeting 
requirements of this chapter, that is in any community college recognized 
within the California Community Colleges system and includes the 
Student Senate for California Community Colleges.

(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as 
of that date is repealed.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 13. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own provisions.)

54953.8.6. (a) An eligible subsidiary body may conduct a teleconfer-
ence meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8, provided that it complies 
with the requirements of that section and all of the following additional 
requirements:

(1) The eligible subsidiary body shall designate one physical meeting 
location within the boundaries of the legislative body that created the 
eligible subsidiary body where members of the subsidiary body who are 
not participating remotely shall be present and members of the public 
may physically attend, observe, hear, and participate in the meeting. At 
least one staff member of the eligible subsidiary body or the legislative 
body that created the eligible subsidiary body shall be present at the 
physical meeting location during the meeting. The eligible subsidiary 
body shall post the agenda at the physical meeting location, but need 
not post the agenda at a remote location.

(2) (A) A member of the eligible subsidiary body shall visibly appear on 
camera during the open portion of a meeting that is publicly accessible 
via the internet or other online platform, except if the member has a 
physical or mental condition not subject to subdivision (c) of Section 
54953 that results in a need to participate off camera.

(B) The visual appearance of a member of the eligible subsidiary body on 
camera may cease only when the appearance would be technologically 
infeasible, including, but not limited to, when the member experiences 
a lack of reliable broadband or internet connectivity that would be rem-
edied by joining without video.

(C) If a member of the eligible subsidiary body does not appear on 
camera due to challenges with internet connectivity, the member shall 
announce the reason for their nonappearance prior to turning off their 
camera.

(3) An elected official serving as a member of an eligible subsidiary body 
in their official capacity shall not participate in a meeting of the eligible 
subsidiary body by teleconferencing pursuant to this section unless the 
use of teleconferencing complies with the requirements of paragraph (3) 
of subdivision (b) of Section 54953.

(4) (A) In order to use teleconferencing pursuant to this section, the 
legislative body that established the eligible subsidiary body by charter, 
ordinance, resolution, or other formal action shall make the follow-
ing findings by majority vote before the eligible subsidiary body uses 
teleconferencing pursuant to this section for the first time, and every six 
months thereafter:

(i) The legislative body has considered the circumstances of the eligible 
subsidiary body.

(ii) Teleconference meetings of the eligible subsidiary body would en-
hance public access to meetings of the eligible subsidiary body, and the 
public has been made aware of the type of remote participation, includ-
ing audio-visual or telephonic, that will be made available at a regularly 
scheduled meeting and has been provided the opportunity to comment 
at an in-person meeting of the legislative body authorizing the subsidiary 
body to meet entirely remotely.

(iii) Teleconference meetings of the eligible subsidiary body would pro-
mote the attraction, retention, and diversity of eligible subsidiary body 
members.

(B) (i) An eligible subsidiary body authorized to use teleconferencing 
pursuant to this section may request to present any recommendations it 
develops to the legislative body that created it.

(ii) Upon receiving a request described in clause (i), the legislative body 
that created the subsidiary body shall hold a discussion at a regular 
meeting held within 60 days after the legislative body receives the 
request, or if the legislative body does not have another regular meeting 
scheduled within 60 days after the legislative body receives the request, 
at the next regular meeting after the request is received.

(iii) The discussion required by clause (ii) shall not be placed on a con-
sent calendar, but may be combined with the legislative body’s subse-
quent consideration of the findings described in subparagraph (A) for the 
following 12 months.

(iv) The legislative body shall not take any action on any recommenda-
tions included in the report of a subsidiary body until the next regular 
meeting of the legislative body following the discussion described in 
clause (ii).
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(C) After the legislative body makes the findings described in subpara-
graph (A), the eligible subsidiary body shall approve the use of telecon-
ferencing by majority vote before using teleconference pursuant to this 
section.

(D) The legislative body that created the eligible subsidiary body may 
elect to prohibit the eligible subsidiary body from using teleconferencing 
pursuant to this section at any time.

(b) (1) For purposes of this section, “eligible subsidiary body” means a 
legislative body that meets all of the following:

(A) Is described in subdivision (b) of Section 54952.

(B) Serves exclusively in an advisory capacity.

(C) Is not authorized to take final action on legislation, regulations, con-
tracts, licenses, permits, or any other entitlements, grants, or allocations 
of funds.

(D) Does not have primary subject matter jurisdiction, as defined by the 
charter, an ordinance, a resolution, or any formal action of the legisla-
tive body that created the subsidiary body, that focuses on elections, 
budgets, police oversight, privacy, removing from, or restricting access 
to, materials available in public libraries, or taxes or related spending 
proposals.

(2) An eligible subsidiary body may include members who are elected 
officials, members who are not elected officials, or any combination 
thereof.

(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as 
of that date is repealed.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 14. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own provisions.)

54953.8.7. (a) An eligible multijurisdictional body may conduct a 
teleconference meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8, provided that it 
complies with the requirements of that section and all of the following 
additional requirements:

(1) The eligible multijurisdictional body has adopted a resolution that 
authorizes the eligible multijurisdictional body to use teleconferencing 
pursuant to this section at a regular meeting in open session.

(2) At least a quorum of the members of the eligible multijurisdictional 
body shall participate from one or more physical locations that are open 
to the public and within the boundaries of the territory over which the 
local agency exercises jurisdiction.

(3) A member of the eligible multijurisdictional body who receives 
compensation for their service on the eligible multijurisdictional body 
shall participate from a physical location that is open to the public. For 
purposes of this paragraph, “compensation” does not include reimburse-
ment for actual and necessary expenses.

(4) A member of the eligible multijurisdictional body may participate 
from a remote location provided that:

(A) The eligible multijurisdictional body identifies each member of the 
eligible multijurisdictional body who plans to participate remotely in  
the agenda.

(B) The member shall participate through both audio and visual  
technology.

(5) A member of the eligible multijurisdictional body shall not participate 
in a meeting remotely pursuant to this section, unless the location from 
which the member participates is more than 20 miles each way from any 
physical location of the meeting described in paragraph (2).

(6) The provisions of this section shall not serve as a means for any 
member of a legislative body to participate in meetings of the legislative 
body solely by teleconference from a remote location for more than the 
following number of meetings, as applicable:

(A) Two meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets once 
per month or less.

(B) Five meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets twice 
per month.

(C) Seven meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets three 
or more times per month.

(D) For the purpose of counting meetings attended by teleconference 
under this paragraph, a “meeting” shall be defined as any number of 
meetings of the legislative body of a local agency that begin on the 
same calendar day.

(b) For the purposes of this section, both of the following definitions 
apply:

(1) “Eligible multijurisdictional body” means a multijurisdictional board, 
commission, or advisory body of a multijurisdictional, cross-county 
agency, the membership of which board, commission, or advisory body 
is appointed, and the board, commission, or advisory body is otherwise 
subject to this chapter.

(2) “Multijurisdictional” means either of the following:

(A) A legislative body that includes representatives from more than one 
county, city, city and county, or special district.

(B) A legislative body of a joint powers entity formed pursuant to an 
agreement entered into in accordance with Article 1 (commencing with 
Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1.

(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as 
of that date is repealed.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 15. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own provisions.)

54954. (a) Each legislative body of a local agency, except for advisory 
committees or standing committees, shall provide, by ordinance, resolu-
tion, bylaws, or by whatever other rule is required for the conduct of 
business by that body, the time and place for holding regular meetings. 
Meetings of advisory committees or standing committees, for which an 
agenda is posted at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting pursuant 
to subdivision (a) of Section 54954.2, shall be considered for purposes of 
this chapter as regular meetings of the legislative body.

(b) Regular and special meetings of the legislative body shall be held 
within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exer-
cises jurisdiction, except to do any of the following:

(1) Comply with state or federal law or court order, or attend a judicial or 
administrative proceeding to which the local agency is a party.

(2) Inspect real or personal property which cannot be conveniently 
brought within the boundaries of the territory over which the local 
agency exercises jurisdiction provided that the topic of the meeting is 
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limited to items directly related to the real or personal property.

(3) Participate in meetings or discussions of multiagency significance 
that are outside the boundaries of a local agency’s jurisdiction. However, 
any meeting or discussion held pursuant to this subdivision shall take 
place within the jurisdiction of one of the participating local agencies 
and be noticed by all participating agencies as provided for in this 
chapter.

(4) Meet in the closest meeting facility if the local agency has no 
meeting facility within the boundaries of the territory over which the 
local agency exercises jurisdiction, or at the principal office of the local 
agency if that office is located outside the territory over which the 
agency exercises jurisdiction.

(5) Meet outside their immediate jurisdiction with elected or appointed 
officials of the United States or the State of California when a local 
meeting would be impractical, solely to discuss a legislative or regula-
tory issue affecting the local agency and over which the federal or state 
officials have jurisdiction.

(6) Meet outside their immediate jurisdiction if the meeting takes place 
in or nearby a facility owned by the agency, provided that the topic of the 
meeting is limited to items directly related to the facility.

(7) Visit the office of the local agency’s legal counsel for a closed session 
on pending litigation held pursuant to Section 54956.9, when to do so 
would reduce legal fees or costs.

(c) Meetings of the governing board of a school district shall be held 
within the district, except under the circumstances enumerated in subdi-
vision (b), or to do any of the following:

(1) Attend a conference on nonadversarial collective bargaining  
techniques.

(2) Interview members of the public residing in another district with 
reference to the trustees’ potential employment of an applicant for the 
position of the superintendent of the district.

(3) Interview a potential employee from another district.

(d) Meetings of a joint powers authority shall occur within the territory 
of at least one of its member agencies, or as provided in subdivision 
(b). However, a joint powers authority which has members throughout 
the state may meet at any facility in the state which complies with the 
requirements of Section 54961.

(e) If, by reason of fire, flood, earthquake, or other emergency, it shall be 
unsafe to meet in the place designated, the meetings shall be held for 
the duration of the emergency at the place designated by the presiding 
officer of the legislative body or his or her designee in a notice to the lo-
cal media that have requested notice pursuant to Section 54956, by the 
most rapid means of communication available at the time.

(Amended by Stats. 2004, Ch. 257, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2005.)

54954.1. Any person may request that a copy of the agenda, or a copy 
of all the documents constituting the agenda packet, of any meeting 
of a legislative body be mailed to that person. If a local agency has an 
internet website, the legislative body or its designee shall email a copy 
of, or website link to, the agenda or a copy of all the documents consti-
tuting the agenda packet if the person requests that the item or items 
be delivered by email. If the local agency determines it is technologi-
cally infeasible to send a copy of all documents constituting the agenda 
packet or a link to a website that contains the documents by email or by 

other electronic means, the legislative body or its designee shall send 
by mail a copy of the agenda or a website link to the agenda and mail a 
copy of all other documents constituting the agenda packet in accor-
dance with the mailing requirements established pursuant to this sec-
tion. If requested, the agenda and documents in the agenda packet shall 
be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with a 
disability, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and the federal rules and regulations 
adopted in implementation thereof. Upon receipt of the written request, 
the legislative body or its designee shall cause the requested materi-
als to be mailed at the time the agenda is posted pursuant to Section 
54954.2 and 54956 or upon distribution to all, or a majority of all, of the 
members of a legislative body, whichever occurs first. Any request for 
mailed copies of agendas or agenda packets shall be valid for the cal-
endar year in which it is filed, and must be renewed following January 
1 of each year. The legislative body may establish a fee for mailing the 
agenda or agenda packet, which fee shall not exceed the cost of provid-
ing the service. Failure of the requesting person to receive the agenda or 
agenda packet pursuant to this section shall not constitute grounds for 
invalidation of the actions of the legislative body taken at the meeting 
for which the agenda or agenda packet was not received.

(Amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 763, Sec. 1. (SB 274) Effective January 1, 
2022.)

54954.2. (a) (1) At least 72 hours before a regular meeting, the legisla-
tive body of the local agency, or its designee, shall post an agenda that 
meets all of the following requirements:

(A) The agenda shall contain a brief general description of each item of 
business to be transacted or discussed at the meeting, including items 
to be discussed in closed session. A brief general description of an item 
generally need not exceed 20 words.

(B) The agenda shall specify the time and location of the regular meeting 
and shall be posted in a location that is freely accessible to members of 
the public and on the local agency’s internet website, if the local agency 
has one.

(C) (i) If requested, the agenda shall be made available in appropriate al-
ternative formats to persons with a disability, as required by Section 202 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), 
and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof.

(ii) The agenda shall include information regarding how, to whom, and 
when a request for disability-related modification or accommodation, 
including auxiliary aids or services, may be made by a person with a 
disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to 
participate in the public meeting.

(2) For a meeting occurring on and after January 1, 2019, of a legislative 
body of a city, county, city and county, special district, school district, 
or political subdivision established by the state that has an internet 
website, the following provisions shall apply:

(A) An online posting of an agenda shall be posted on the primary inter-
net website home page of a city, county, city and county, special district, 
school district, or political subdivision established by the state that is 
accessible through a prominent, direct link to the current agenda. The di-
rect link to the agenda shall not be in a contextual menu; however, a link 
in addition to the direct link to the agenda may be accessible through a 
contextual menu.
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(B) An online posting of an agenda, including, but not limited to, an 
agenda posted in an integrated agenda management platform, shall be 
posted in an open format that meets all of the following requirements:

(i) Retrievable, downloadable, indexable, and electronically searchable 
by commonly used internet search applications.

(ii) Platform independent and machine readable.

(iii) Available to the public free of charge and without any restriction that 
would impede the reuse or redistribution of the agenda.

(C) A legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special district, 
school district, or political subdivision established by the state that has 
an internet website and an integrated agenda management platform 
shall not be required to comply with subparagraph (A) if all of the follow-
ing are met:

(i) A direct link to the integrated agenda management platform shall be 
posted on the primary internet website home page of a city, county, city 
and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision estab-
lished by the state. The direct link to the integrated agenda management 
platform shall not be in a contextual menu. When a person clicks on the 
direct link to the integrated agenda management platform, the direct link 
shall take the person directly to an internet website with the agendas 
of the legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special district, 
school district, or political subdivision established by the state.

(ii) The integrated agenda management platform may contain the prior 
agendas of a legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special 
district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state 
for all meetings occurring on or after January 1, 2019.

(iii) The current agenda of the legislative body of a city, county, city and 
county, special district, school district, or political subdivision estab-
lished by the state shall be the first agenda available at the top of the 
integrated agenda management platform.

(iv) All agendas posted in the integrated agenda management platform 
shall comply with the requirements in clauses (i), (ii), and (iii) of subpara-
graph (B).

(D) The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to a political subdivi-
sion of a local agency that was established by the legislative body of the 
city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or political 
subdivision established by the state.

(E) For purposes of this paragraph, both of the following definitions  
apply:

(1) “Integrated agenda management platform” means an internet 
website of a city, county, city and county, special district, school district, 
or political subdivision established by the state dedicated to providing 
the entirety of the agenda information for the legislative body of the 
city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or political 
subdivision established by the state to the public.

(2) “Legislative body” means a legislative body that meets the definition 
of subdivision (a) of Section 54952.

(3) No action or discussion shall be undertaken on any item not appear-
ing on the posted agenda, except that members of a legislative body or 
its staff may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed by 
persons exercising their public testimony rights under Section 54954.3. 
In addition, on their own initiative or in response to questions posed by 
the public, a member of a legislative body or its staff may ask a question 

for clarification, make a brief announcement, or make a brief report on 
their own activities. Furthermore, a member of a legislative body, or 
the body itself, subject to rules or procedures of the legislative body, 
may provide a reference to staff or other resources for factual informa-
tion, request staff to report back to the body at a subsequent meeting 
concerning any matter, or take action to direct staff to place a matter of 
business on a future agenda.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the legislative body may take action 
on items of business not appearing on the posted agenda under any of 
the conditions stated below. Prior to discussing any item pursuant to this 
subdivision, the legislative body shall publicly identify the item.

(1) Upon a determination by a majority vote of the legislative body that 
an emergency situation exists, as defined in Section 54956.5.

(2) Upon a determination by a two-thirds vote of the members of the 
legislative body present at the meeting, or, if less than two-thirds of the 
members are present, a unanimous vote of those members present, that 
there is a need to take immediate action and that the need for action 
came to the attention of the local agency subsequent to the agenda be-
ing posted as specified in subdivision (a).

(3) The item was posted pursuant to subdivision (a) for a prior meeting 
of the legislative body occurring not more than five calendar days prior 
to the date action is taken on the item, and at the prior meeting the item 
was continued to the meeting at which action is being taken.

(c) This section is necessary to implement and reasonably within the 
scope of paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 3 of Article I of the 
California Constitution.

(d) For purposes of subdivision (a), the requirement that the agenda be 
posted on the local agency’s internet website, if the local agency has 
one, shall only apply to a legislative body that meets either of the fol-
lowing standards:

(1) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (a) of Section 
54952.

(2) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (b) of Section 
54952, if the members of the legislative body are compensated for their 
appearance, and if one or more of the members of the legislative body 
are also members of a legislative body as that term is defined by subdivi-
sion (a) of Section 54952.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2023, Ch. 131, Sec. 92) by Stats. 2025, 
Ch. 327, Sec. 16. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

54954.3. (a) (1) Every agenda for regular meetings shall provide an 
opportunity for members of the public to directly address the legislative 
body on any item of interest to the public, before or during the legisla-
tive body’s consideration of the item, that is within the subject matter 
jurisdiction of the legislative body, provided that no action shall be taken 
on any item not appearing on the agenda unless the action is otherwise 
authorized by subdivision (b) of Section 54954.2.

(2) (A) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the agenda need not provide an 
opportunity for members of the public to address the legislative body on 
any item that has already been considered by a committee, composed 
exclusively of members of the legislative body, at a public meeting 
wherein all interested members of the public were afforded the opportu-
nity to address the committee on the item, before or during the commit-
tee’s consideration of the item.
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(B) Subparagraph (A) shall not apply if any of the following conditions 
are met:

(i) The item has been substantially changed since the committee heard 
the item, as determined by the legislative body.

(ii) When considering the item, a quorum of the committee members did 
not participate from a singular physical location, that was clearly identi-
fied on the agenda, open to the public, and situated within the boundar-
ies of the territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction.

(iii) The committee has primary subject matter jurisdiction, as defined by 
the charter, an ordinance, a resolution, or any formal action of the legis-
lative body that created the subsidiary body, that focuses on elections, 
budgets, police oversight, privacy, removing from, or restricting access 
to, materials available in public libraries, or taxes or related spending 
proposals. This clause shall not apply to an item if the local agency has 
adopted a law applicable to the meeting of the committee at which the 
item that was considered prohibits the committee from placing a limit on 
the total amount of time for public comment on the item.

(3) Every notice for a special meeting shall provide an opportunity for 
members of the public to directly address the legislative body concerning 
any item that has been described in the notice for the meeting before or 
during consideration of that item.

(b) (1) The legislative body of a local agency may adopt reasonable 
regulations to ensure that the intent of subdivision (a) is carried out, 
including, but not limited to, regulations limiting the total amount of 
time allocated for public testimony on particular issues and for each 
individual speaker.

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), when the legislative body of a local 
agency limits time for public comment, the legislative body of a local 
agency shall provide at least twice the allotted time to a member of 
the public who utilizes a translator to ensure that non-English speakers 
receive the same opportunity to directly address the legislative body of a 
local agency.

(3) Paragraph (2) shall not apply if the legislative body of a local agency 
utilizes simultaneous translation equipment in a manner that allows the 
legislative body of a local agency to hear the translated public testimony 
simultaneously.

(c) The legislative body of a local agency shall not prohibit public criti-
cism of the policies, procedures, programs, or services of the agency, or 
of the acts or omissions of the legislative body. Nothing in this subdivi-
sion shall confer any privilege or protection for expression beyond that 
otherwise provided by law.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 17. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026.)

54954.4. (a) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that Section 12 
of Chapter 641 of the Statutes of 1986, authorizing reimbursement to lo-
cal agencies and school districts for costs mandated by the state pursu-
ant to that act, shall be interpreted strictly. The intent of the Legislature 
is to provide reimbursement for only those costs which are clearly and 
unequivocally incurred as the direct and necessary result of compliance 
with Chapter 641 of the Statutes of 1986.

(b) In this regard, the Legislature directs all state employees and officials 
involved in reviewing or authorizing claims for reimbursement, or oth-

erwise participating in the reimbursement process, to rigorously review 
each claim and authorize only those claims, or parts thereof, which rep-
resent costs which are clearly and unequivocally incurred as the direct 
and necessary result of compliance with Chapter 641 of the Statutes 
of 1986 and for which complete documentation exists. For purposes of 
Section 54954.2, costs eligible for reimbursement shall only include the 
actual cost to post a single agenda for any one meeting.

(c) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that complete, faithful, 
and uninterrupted compliance with the Ralph M. Brown Act (Chapter 9 
(commencing with Section 54950) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5 of the 
Government Code) is a matter of overriding public importance. Unless 
specifically stated, no future Budget Act, or related budget enactments, 
shall, in any manner, be interpreted to suspend, eliminate, or otherwise 
modify the legal obligation and duty of local agencies to fully comply 
with Chapter 641 of the Statutes of 1986 in a complete, faithful, and 
uninterrupted manner.

(Added by Stats. 1991, Ch. 238, Sec. 1.)

54954.5. For purposes of describing closed session items pursuant to 
Section 54954.2, the agenda may describe closed sessions as provided 
below. No legislative body or elected official shall be in violation of 
Section 54954.2 or 54956 if the closed session items were described 
in substantial compliance with this section. Substantial compliance is 
satisfied by including the information provided below, irrespective of its 
format.

(a) With respect to a closed session held pursuant to Section 54956.7:

LICENSE/PERMIT DETERMINATION

Applicant(s): (Specify number of applicants)

(b) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed ses-
sion pursuant to Section 54956.8:

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS

Property: (Specify street address, or if no street address, the parcel num-
ber or other unique reference, of the real property under negotiation)

Agency negotiator: (Specify names of negotiators attending the closed 
session) (If circumstances necessitate the absence of a specified 
negotiator, an agent or designee may participate in place of the absent 
negotiator so long as the name of the agent or designee is announced at 
an open session held prior to the closed session.)

Negotiating parties: (Specify name of party (not agent))

Under negotiation: (Specify whether instruction to negotiator will con-
cern price, terms of payment, or both)

(c) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed ses-
sion pursuant to Section 54956.9:

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL—EXISTING LITIGATION

(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9)

Name of case: (Specify by reference to claimant’s name, names of par-
ties, case or claim numbers)

or

Case name unspecified: (Specify whether disclosure would jeopardize 
service of process or existing settlement negotiations)
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CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL—ANTICIPATED LITIGATION

Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to paragraph (2) or (3) of sub-
division (d) of Section 54956.9: (Specify number of potential cases)

(In addition to the information noticed above, the agency may be 
required to provide additional information on the agenda or in an oral 
statement prior to the closed session pursuant to paragraphs (2) to (5), 
inclusive, of subdivision (e) of Section 54956.9.)

Initiation of litigation pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (d) of Sec-
tion 54956.9: (Specify number of potential cases)

(d) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed ses-
sion pursuant to Section 54956.95:

LIABILITY CLAIMS

Claimant: (Specify name unless unspecified pursuant to Section 54961)

Agency claimed against: (Specify name)

(e) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed ses-
sion pursuant to Section 54957:

THREAT TO PUBLIC SERVICES OR FACILITIES

Consultation with: (Specify name of law enforcement agency and title of 
officer, or name of applicable agency representative and title)

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT

Title: (Specify description of position to be filled)

PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT

Title: (Specify description of position to be filled)

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

Title: (Specify position title of employee being reviewed)

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE DISCIPLINE/DISMISSAL/RELEASE

(No additional information is required in connection with a closed ses-
sion to consider discipline, dismissal, or release of a public employee. 
Discipline includes potential reduction of compensation.)

(f) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed ses-
sion pursuant to Section 54957.6:

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS

Agency designated representatives: (Specify names of designated 
representatives attending the closed session) (If circumstances neces-
sitate the absence of a specified designated representative, an agent or 
designee may participate in place of the absent representative so long 
as the name of the agent or designee is announced at an open session 
held prior to the closed session.)

Employee organization: (Specify name of organization representing 
employee or employees in question)

or

Unrepresented employee: (Specify position title of unrepresented em-
ployee who is the subject of the negotiations)

(g) With respect to closed sessions called pursuant to Section 54957.8:

CASE REVIEW/PLANNING

(No additional information is required in connection with a closed ses-
sion to consider case review or planning.)

(h) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed 
session pursuant to Sections 1461, 32106, and 32155 of the Health and 
Safety Code or Sections 37606 and 37624.3 of the Government Code:

REPORT INVOLVING TRADE SECRET

Discussion will concern: (Specify whether discussion will concern pro-
posed new service, program, or facility)

Estimated date of public disclosure: (Specify month and year)

HEARINGS

Subject matter: (Specify whether testimony/deliberation will concern 
staff privileges, report of medical audit committee, or report of quality 
assurance committee)

(i) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed ses-
sion pursuant to Section 54956.86:

CHARGE OR COMPLAINT INVOLVING INFORMATION PROTECTED BY 
FEDERAL LAW

(No additional information is required in connection with a closed ses-
sion to discuss a charge or complaint pursuant to Section 54956.86.)

(j) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed ses-
sion pursuant to Section 54956.96:

CONFERENCE INVOLVING A JOINT POWERS AGENCY (Specify by name)

Discussion will concern: (Specify closed session description used by the 
joint powers agency)

Name of local agency representative on joint powers agency board: 
(Specify name)

(Additional information listing the names of agencies or titles of 
representatives attending the closed session as consultants or other 
representatives.)

(k) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed ses-
sion pursuant to Section 54956.75:

AUDIT BY CALIFORNIA STATE AUDITOR’S OFFICE

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 759, Sec. 6.1. (AB 2690) Effective January 
1, 2013.)

54954.6. (a) (1) Before adopting any new or increased general tax or 
any new or increased assessment, the legislative body of a local agency 
shall conduct at least one public meeting at which local officials shall 
allow public testimony regarding the proposed new or increased general 
tax or new or increased assessment in addition to the noticed public 
hearing at which the legislative body proposes to enact or increase the 
general tax or assessment.

For purposes of this section, the term “new or increased assessment” 
does not include any of the following:

(A) A fee that does not exceed the reasonable cost of providing the 
services, facilities, or regulatory activity for which the fee is charged.

(B) A service charge, rate, or charge, unless a special district’s principal 
act requires the service charge, rate, or charge to conform to the require-
ments of this section.

(C) An ongoing annual assessment if it is imposed at the same or lower 
amount as any previous year.
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(D) An assessment that does not exceed an assessment formula or range 
of assessments previously specified in the notice given to the public 
pursuant to subparagraph (G) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) and that 
was previously adopted by the agency or approved by the voters in the 
area where the assessment is imposed.

(E) Standby or immediate availability charges.

(2) The legislative body shall provide at least 45 days’ public notice 
of the public hearing at which the legislative body proposes to enact 
or increase the general tax or assessment. The legislative body shall 
provide notice for the public meeting at the same time and in the same 
document as the notice for the public hearing, but the meeting shall 
occur prior to the hearing.

(b) (1) The joint notice of both the public meeting and the public hear-
ing required by subdivision (a) with respect to a proposal for a new 
or increased general tax shall be accomplished by placing a display 
advertisement of at least one-eighth page in a newspaper of general 
circulation for three weeks pursuant to Section 6063 and by a first-class 
mailing to those interested parties who have filed a written request with 
the local agency for mailed notice of public meetings or hearings on new 
or increased general taxes. The public meeting pursuant to subdivision 
(a) shall take place no earlier than 10 days after the first publication of 
the joint notice pursuant to this subdivision. The public hearing shall 
take place no earlier than seven days after the public meeting pursuant 
to this subdivision. Notwithstanding paragraph (2) of subdivision (a), 
the joint notice need not include notice of the public meeting after the 
meeting has taken place. The public hearing pursuant to subdivision (a) 
shall take place no earlier than 45 days after the first publication of the 
joint notice pursuant to this subdivision. Any written request for mailed 
notices shall be effective for one year from the date on which it is filed 
unless a renewal request is filed. Renewal requests for mailed notices 
shall be filed on or before April 1 of each year. The legislative body may 
establish a reasonable annual charge for sending notices based on the 
estimated cost of providing the service.

(2) The notice required by paragraph (1) of this subdivision shall include, 
but not be limited to, the following:

(A) The amount or rate of the tax. If the tax is proposed to be increased 
from any previous year, the joint notice shall separately state both the 
existing tax rate and the proposed tax rate increase.

(B) The activity to be taxed.

(C) The estimated amount of revenue to be raised by the tax annually.

(D) The method and frequency for collecting the tax.

(E) The dates, times, and locations of the public meeting and hearing 
described in subdivision (a).

(F) The telephone number and address of an individual, office, or 
organization that interested persons may contact to receive additional 
information about the tax.

(c) (1) The joint notice of both the public meeting and the public hear-
ing required by subdivision (a) with respect to a proposal for a new or 
increased assessment on real property or businesses shall be accom-
plished through a mailing, postage prepaid, in the United States mail 
and shall be deemed given when so deposited. The public meeting 
pursuant to subdivision (a) shall take place no earlier than 10 days after 
the joint mailing pursuant to this subdivision. The public hearing shall 
take place no earlier than seven days after the public meeting pursuant 

to this subdivision. The envelope or the cover of the mailing shall include 
the name of the local agency and the return address of the sender. This 
mailed notice shall be in at least 10-point type and shall be given to all 
property owners or business owners proposed to be subject to the new 
or increased assessment by a mailing by name to those persons whose 
names and addresses appear on the last equalized county assess-
ment roll, the State Board of Equalization assessment roll, or the local 
agency’s records pertaining to business ownership, as the case may be.

(2) The joint notice required by paragraph (1) of this subdivision shall 
include, but not be limited to, the following:

(A) In the case of an assessment proposed to be levied on property, the 
estimated amount of the assessment per parcel. In the case of an as-
sessment proposed to be levied on businesses, the proposed method and 
basis of levying the assessment in sufficient detail to allow each busi-
ness owner to calculate the amount of assessment to be levied against 
each business. If the assessment is proposed to be increased from any 
previous year, the joint notice shall separately state both the amount of 
the existing assessment and the proposed assessment increase.

(B) A general description of the purpose or improvements that the as-
sessment will fund.

(C) The address to which property owners may mail a protest against the 
assessment.

(D) The telephone number and address of an individual, office, or 
organization that interested persons may contact to receive additional 
information about the assessment.

(E) A statement that a majority protest will cause the assessment to 
be abandoned if the assessment act used to levy the assessment so 
provides. Notice shall also state the percentage of protests required to 
trigger an election, if applicable.

(F) The dates, times, and locations of the public meeting and hearing 
described in subdivision (a).

(G) A proposed assessment formula or range as described in subpara-
graph (D) of paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) if applicable and that is 
noticed pursuant to this section.

(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), in the case of an assessment that is 
proposed exclusively for operation and maintenance expenses imposed 
throughout the entire local agency, or exclusively for operation and 
maintenance assessments proposed to be levied on 50,000 parcels or 
more, notice may be provided pursuant to this subdivision or pursuant to 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) and shall include the estimated amount 
of the assessment of various types, amounts, or uses of property and the 
information required by subparagraphs (B) to (G), inclusive, of paragraph 
(2) of subdivision (c).

(4) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), in the case of an assessment 
proposed to be levied pursuant to Part 2 (commencing with Section 
22500) of Division 2 of the Streets and Highways Code by a regional park 
district, regional park and open-space district, or regional open-space 
district formed pursuant to Article 3 (commencing with Section 5500) of 
Chapter 3 of Division 5 of, or pursuant to Division 26 (commencing with 
Section 35100) of, the Public Resources Code, notice may be provided 
pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (b).

(d) The notice requirements imposed by this section shall be construed 
as additional to, and not to supersede, existing provisions of law, and 
shall be applied concurrently with the existing provisions so as to not 
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delay or prolong the governmental decisionmaking process.

(e) This section shall not apply to any new or increased general tax or 
any new or increased assessment that requires an election of either of 
the following:

(1) The property owners subject to the assessment.

(2) The voters within the local agency imposing the tax or assessment.

(f) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a local agency from holding a 
consolidated meeting or hearing at which the legislative body discusses 
multiple tax or assessment proposals.

(g) The local agency may recover the reasonable costs of public meet-
ings, public hearings, and notice required by this section from the pro-
ceeds of the tax or assessment. The costs recovered for these purposes, 
whether recovered pursuant to this subdivision or any other provision of 
law, shall not exceed the reasonable costs of the public meetings, public 
hearings, and notice.

(h) Any new or increased assessment that is subject to the notice and 
hearing provisions of Article XIII C or XIII D of the California Constitution 
is not subject to the notice and hearing requirements of this section.

(Amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 382, Sec. 3.5. (SB 194) Effective January 
1, 2012.)

54955. The legislative body of a local agency may adjourn any regular, 
adjourned regular, special or adjourned special meeting to a time and 
place specified in the order of adjournment. Less than a quorum may so 
adjourn from time to time. If all members are absent from any regular or 
adjourned regular meeting the clerk or secretary of the legislative body 
may declare the meeting adjourned to a stated time and place and he 
shall cause a written notice of the adjournment to be given in the same 
manner as provided in Section 54956 for special meetings, unless such 
notice is waived as provided for special meetings. A copy of the order or 
notice of adjournment shall be conspicuously posted on or near the door 
of the place where the regular, adjourned regular, special or adjourned 
special meeting was held within 24 hours after the time of the adjourn-
ment. When a regular or adjourned regular meeting is adjourned as pro-
vided in this section, the resulting adjourned regular meeting is a regular 
meeting for all purposes. When an order of adjournment of any meeting 
fails to state the hour at which the adjourned meeting is to be held, it 
shall be held at the hour specified for regular meetings by ordinance, 
resolution, bylaw, or other rule.

(Amended by Stats. 1959, Ch. 647.)

54955.1. Any hearing being held, or noticed or ordered to be held, by a 
legislative body of a local agency at any meeting may by order or notice 
of continuance be continued or recontinued to any subsequent meeting 
of the legislative body in the same manner and to the same extent set 
forth in Section 54955 for the adjournment of meetings; provided, that 
if the hearing is continued to a time less than 24 hours after the time 
specified in the order or notice of hearing, a copy of the order or notice 
of continuance of hearing shall be posted immediately following the 
meeting at which the order or declaration of continuance was adopted 
or made.

(Added by Stats. 1965, Ch. 469.)

54956. (a) (1) A special meeting may be called at any time by the pre-
siding officer of the legislative body of a local agency, or by a majority of 
the members of the legislative body, by delivering written notice to each 
member of the legislative body and to each local newspaper of general 
circulation and radio or television station requesting notice in writing 
and posting a notice on the local agency’s internet website, if the local 
agency has one. The notice shall be delivered personally or by any other 
means and shall be received at least 24 hours before the time of the 
meeting as specified in the notice. The call and notice shall specify the 
time and place of the special meeting and the business to be transacted 
or discussed. No other business shall be considered at these meetings 
by the legislative body. The written notice may be dispensed with as to 
any member who at or prior to the time the meeting convenes files with 
the clerk or secretary of the legislative body a written waiver of notice. 
The waiver may be given by telephone or electronic mail. The written 
notice may also be dispensed with as to any member who is actually 
present at the meeting at the time it convenes.

(2) The call and notice shall be posted at least 24 hours prior to the 
special meeting in a location that is freely accessible to members of the 
public.

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, a legislative body shall not call a 
special meeting regarding the salaries, salary schedules, or compensa-
tion paid in the form of fringe benefits, of the legislative body or of a 
local agency executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1. 
However, this subdivision does not apply to a local agency calling a 
special meeting to discuss the local agency’s budget.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 18. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026.)

54956.5. (a) For purposes of this section, “emergency situation” means 
both of the following:

(1) An emergency, which shall be defined as a work stoppage, crippling 
activity, or other activity that severely impairs public health, safety, or 
both, as determined by a majority of the members of the legislative body.

(2) A dire emergency, which shall be defined as a crippling disaster, mass 
destruction, terrorist act, or threatened terrorist activity that poses peril 
so immediate and significant that requiring a legislative body to provide 
one-hour notice before holding an emergency meeting under this section 
may endanger the public health, safety, or both, as determined by a 
majority of the members of the legislative body.

(b) (1) Subject to paragraph (2), in the case of an emergency situation 
involving matters upon which prompt action is necessary due to the 
disruption or threatened disruption of public facilities, a legislative body 
may hold an emergency meeting without complying with either the 24-
hour notice requirement or the 24-hour posting requirement of Section 
54956 or both of the notice and posting requirements.

(2) Each local newspaper of general circulation and radio or television 
station that has requested notice of special meetings pursuant to Sec-
tion 54956 shall be notified by the presiding officer of the legislative 
body, or designee thereof, one hour prior to the emergency meeting, or, 
in the case of a dire emergency, at or near the time that the presiding 
officer or designee notifies the members of the legislative body of the 
emergency meeting.

(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), the notice required by this 
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paragraph shall be given by telephone and all telephone numbers 
provided in the most recent request of a newspaper or station for 
notification of special meetings shall be exhausted. In the event that 
telephone services are not functioning, the notice requirements of this 
paragraph shall be deemed waived, and the legislative body, or designee 
of the legislative body, shall notify those newspapers, radio stations, or 
television stations of the fact of the holding of the emergency meeting, 
the purpose of the meeting, and any action taken at the meeting as soon 
after the meeting as possible.

(B) For an emergency meeting held pursuant to this section, the presiding 
officer of the legislative body, or designee thereof, may send the notifica-
tions required by this paragraph by email instead of by telephone, as pro-
vided in subparagraph (A), to all local newspapers of general circulation, 
and radio or television stations, that have requested those notifications 
by email, and all email addresses provided by representatives of those 
newspapers or stations shall be exhausted. In the event that internet 
services and telephone services are not functioning, the notice require-
ments of this paragraph shall be deemed waived, and the legislative 
body, or designee of the legislative body, shall notify those newspapers, 
radio stations, or television stations of the fact of the holding of the 
emergency meeting, the purpose of the meeting, and any action taken at 
the meeting as soon after the meeting as possible.

(c) During a meeting held pursuant to this section, the legislative body 
may meet in closed session pursuant to Section 54957 if agreed to by a 
two-thirds vote of the members of the legislative body present, or, if less 
than two-thirds of the members are present, by a unanimous vote of the 
members present.

(d) All special meeting requirements, as prescribed in Section 54956 
shall be applicable to a meeting called pursuant to this section, with the 
exception of the 24-hour notice requirement.

(e) The minutes of a meeting called pursuant to this section, a list of 
persons who the presiding officer of the legislative body, or designee of 
the legislative body, notified or attempted to notify, a copy of the rollcall 
vote, and any actions taken at the meeting shall be posted for a mini-
mum of 10 days in a public place as soon after the meeting as possible.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 19. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026.)

54956.6. No fees may be charged by the legislative body of a local 
agency for carrying out any provision of this chapter, except as specifi-
cally authorized by this chapter.

(Added by Stats. 1980, Ch. 1284.)

54956.7. Whenever a legislative body of a local agency determines 
that it is necessary to discuss and determine whether an applicant for a 
license or license renewal, who has a criminal record, is sufficiently re-
habilitated to obtain the license, the legislative body may hold a closed 
session with the applicant and the applicant’s attorney, if any, for the 
purpose of holding the discussion and making the determination. If the 
legislative body determines, as a result of the closed session, that the 
issuance or renewal of the license should be denied, the applicant shall 
be offered the opportunity to withdraw the application. If the applicant 
withdraws the application, no record shall be kept of the discussions 
or decisions made at the closed session and all matters relating to the 

closed session shall be confidential. If the applicant does not withdraw 
the application, the legislative body shall take action at the public meet-
ing during which the closed session is held or at its next public meeting 
denying the application for the license but all matters relating to the 
closed session are confidential and shall not be disclosed without the 
consent of the applicant, except in an action by an applicant who has 
been denied a license challenging the denial of the license.

(Added by Stats. 1982, Ch. 298, Sec. 1.)

54956.75. (a) Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed 
to prevent the legislative body of a local agency that has received a 
confidential final draft audit report from the Bureau of State Audits from 
holding closed sessions to discuss its response to that report.

(b) After the public release of an audit report by the Bureau of State 
Audits, if a legislative body of a local agency meets to discuss the audit 
report, it shall do so in an open session unless exempted from that 
requirement by some other provision of law.

(Added by Stats. 2004, Ch. 576, Sec. 4. Effective January 1, 2005.)

54956.8. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a legisla-
tive body of a local agency may hold a closed session with its negotiator 
prior to the purchase, sale, exchange, or lease of real property by or for 
the local agency to grant authority to its negotiator regarding the price 
and terms of payment for the purchase, sale, exchange, or lease.

However, prior to the closed session, the legislative body of the local 
agency shall hold an open and public session in which it identifies its 
negotiators, the real property or real properties which the negotiations 
may concern, and the person or persons with whom its negotiators may 
negotiate.

For purposes of this section, negotiators may be members of the legisla-
tive body of the local agency.

For purposes of this section, “lease” includes renewal or renegotiation 
of a lease.

Nothing in this section shall preclude a local agency from holding a 
closed session for discussions regarding eminent domain proceedings 
pursuant to Section 54956.9.

(Amended by Stats. 1998, Ch. 260, Sec. 3. Effective January 1, 1999.)

54956.81. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a 
legislative body of a local agency that invests pension funds may hold 
a closed session to consider the purchase or sale of particular, specific 
pension fund investments. All investment transaction decisions made 
during the closed session shall be made by rollcall vote entered into the 
minutes of the closed session as provided in subdivision (a) of Section 
54957.2.

(Added by Stats. 2004, Ch. 533, Sec. 20. Effective January 1, 2005.)

54956.86. Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a legis-
lative body of a local agency which provides services pursuant to Section 
14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code may hold a closed session 
to hear a charge or complaint from a member enrolled in its health plan 
if the member does not wish to have his or her name, medical status, 
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or other information that is protected by federal law publicly disclosed. 
Prior to holding a closed session pursuant to this section, the legisla-
tive body shall inform the member, in writing, of his or her right to have 
the charge or complaint heard in an open session rather than a closed 
session.

(Added by Stats. 1996, Ch. 182, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 1997.)

54956.87. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the 
records of a health plan that is licensed pursuant to the Knox-Keene 
Health Care Service Plan Act of 1975 (Chapter 2.2 (commencing with 
Section 1340) of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code) and that 
is governed by a county board of supervisors, whether paper records, 
records maintained in the management information system, or records in 
any other form, that relate to provider rate or payment determinations, 
allocation or distribution methodologies for provider payments, formulas 
or calculations for these payments, and contract negotiations with pro-
viders of health care for alternative rates are exempt from disclosure for 
a period of three years after the contract is fully executed. The transmis-
sion of the records, or the information contained therein in an alternative 
form, to the board of supervisors shall not constitute a waiver of exemp-
tion from disclosure, and the records and information once transmitted 
to the board of supervisors shall be subject to this same exemption.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the governing board of 
a health plan that is licensed pursuant to the Knox-Keene Health Care 
Service Plan Act of 1975 (Chapter 2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) 
of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code) and that is governed by a 
county board of supervisors may order that a meeting held solely for the 
purpose of discussion or taking action on health plan trade secrets, as 
defined in subdivision (f), shall be held in closed session. The require-
ments of making a public report of action taken in closed session, and 
the vote or abstention of every member present, may be limited to a 
brief general description without the information constituting the  
trade secret.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the governing board of a 
health plan may meet in closed session to consider and take action on 
matters pertaining to contracts and contract negotiations by the health 
plan with providers of health care services concerning all matters related 
to rates of payment. The governing board may delete the portion or 
portions containing trade secrets from any documents that were finally 
approved in the closed session held pursuant to subdivision (b) that are 
provided to persons who have made the timely or standing request.

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed as preventing the governing 
board from meeting in closed session as otherwise provided by law.

(e) The provisions of this section shall not prevent access to any records 
by the Joint Legislative Audit Committee in the exercise of its powers 
pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 10500) of Chapter 4 of 
Part 2 of Division 2 of Title 2. The provisions of this section also shall 
not prevent access to any records by the Department of Managed Health 
Care in the exercise of its powers pursuant to Article 1 (commencing 
with Section 1340) of Chapter 2.2 of Division 2 of the Health and  
Safety Code.

(f) For purposes of this section, “health plan trade secret” means a trade 
secret, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3426.1 of the Civil Code, 
that also meets both of the following criteria:

(1) The secrecy of the information is necessary for the health plan to 

initiate a new service, program, marketing strategy, business plan, or 
technology, or to add a benefit or product.

(2) Premature disclosure of the trade secret would create a substantial 
probability of depriving the health plan of a substantial economic benefit 
or opportunity.

(Amended by Stats. 2015, Ch. 190, Sec. 65. (AB 1517) Effective January 
1, 2016.)

54956.9. (a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent a 
legislative body of a local agency, based on advice of its legal counsel, 
from holding a closed session to confer with, or receive advice from, its 
legal counsel regarding pending litigation when discussion in open ses-
sion concerning those matters would prejudice the position of the local 
agency in the litigation.

(b) For purposes of this chapter, all expressions of the lawyer-client 
privilege other than those provided in this section are hereby abrogated. 
This section is the exclusive expression of the lawyer-client privilege 
for purposes of conducting closed-session meetings pursuant to this 
chapter.

(c) For purposes of this section, “litigation” includes any adjudicatory 
proceeding, including eminent domain, before a court, administrative 
body exercising its adjudicatory authority, hearing officer, or arbitrator.

(d) For purposes of this section, litigation shall be considered pending 
when any of the following circumstances exist:

(1) Litigation, to which the local agency is a party, has been initiated 
formally.

(2) A point has been reached where, in the opinion of the legislative 
body of the local agency on the advice of its legal counsel, based on 
existing facts and circumstances, there is a significant exposure to litiga-
tion against the local agency.

(3) Based on existing facts and circumstances, the legislative body of 
the local agency is meeting only to decide whether a closed session is 
authorized pursuant to paragraph (2).

(4) Based on existing facts and circumstances, the legislative body of 
the local agency has decided to initiate or is deciding whether to initiate 
litigation.

(e) For purposes of paragraphs (2) and (3) of subdivision (d), “existing 
facts and circumstances” shall consist only of one of the following:

(1) Facts and circumstances that might result in litigation against the 
local agency but which the local agency believes are not yet known to a 
potential plaintiff or plaintiffs, which facts and circumstances need not 
be disclosed.

(2) Facts and circumstances, including, but not limited to, an accident, 
disaster, incident, or transactional occurrence that might result in litiga-
tion against the agency and that are known to a potential plaintiff or 
plaintiffs, which facts or circumstances shall be publicly stated on the 
agenda or announced.

(3) The receipt of a claim pursuant to the Government Claims Act (Divi-
sion 3.6 (commencing with Section 810) of Title 1 of the Government 
Code) or some other written communication from a potential plaintiff 
threatening litigation, which claim or communication shall be available 
for public inspection pursuant to Section 54957.5.
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(4) A statement made by a person in an open and public meeting 
threatening litigation on a specific matter within the responsibility of the 
legislative body.

(5) A statement threatening litigation made by a person outside an open 
and public meeting on a specific matter within the responsibility of the 
legislative body so long as the official or employee of the local agency 
receiving knowledge of the threat makes a contemporaneous or other 
record of the statement prior to the meeting, which record shall be 
available for public inspection pursuant to Section 54957.5. The records 
so created need not identify the alleged victim of unlawful or tortious 
sexual conduct or anyone making the threat on their behalf, or identify 
a public employee who is the alleged perpetrator of any unlawful or 
tortious conduct upon which a threat of litigation is based, unless the 
identity of the person has been publicly disclosed.

(f) Nothing in this section shall require disclosure of written communica-
tions that are privileged and not subject to disclosure pursuant to the 
California Public Records Act (Division 10 (commencing with Section 
7920.000) of Title 1).

(g) Prior to holding a closed session pursuant to this section, the leg-
islative body of the local agency shall state on the agenda or publicly 
announce the paragraph of subdivision (d) that authorizes the closed 
session. If the session is closed pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision 
(d), the body shall state the title of or otherwise specifically identify the 
litigation to be discussed, unless the body states that to do so would 
jeopardize the agency’s ability to effectuate service of process upon one 
or more unserved parties, or that to do so would jeopardize its ability to 
conclude existing settlement negotiations to its advantage.

(h) A local agency shall be considered to be a “party” or to have a 
“significant exposure to litigation” if an officer or employee of the local 
agency is a party or has significant exposure to litigation concerning 
prior or prospective activities or alleged activities during the course and 
scope of that office or employment, including litigation in which it is an 
issue whether an activity is outside the course and scope of the office or 
employment.

(Amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 615, Sec. 206. (AB 474) Effective January 
1, 2022. Operative January 1, 2023, pursuant to Sec. 463 of Stats. 2021, 
Ch. 615.)

54956.95. (a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent a 
joint powers agency formed pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Sec-
tion 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1, for purposes of insurance 
pooling, or a local agency member of the joint powers agency, from hold-
ing a closed session to discuss a claim for the payment of tort liability 
losses, public liability losses, or workers’ compensation liability incurred 
by the joint powers agency or a local agency member of the joint powers 
agency.

(b) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the Local Agen-
cy Self-Insurance Authority formed pursuant to Chapter 5.5 (commencing 
with Section 6599.01) of Division 7 of Title 1, or a local agency member 
of the authority, from holding a closed session to discuss a claim for the 
payment of tort liability losses, public liability losses, or workers’ com-
pensation liability incurred by the authority or a local agency member of 
the authority.

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect Section 54956.9 
with respect to any other local agency.

(Added by Stats. 1989, Ch. 882, Sec. 3.)

54956.96. (a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the 
legislative body of a joint powers agency formed pursuant to Article 1 
(commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1, 
from adopting a policy or a bylaw or including in its joint powers agree-
ment provisions that authorize either or both of the following:

(1) All information received by the legislative body of the local agency 
member in a closed session related to the information presented to the 
joint powers agency in closed session shall be confidential. However, a 
member of the legislative body of a local agency member may disclose 
information obtained in a closed session that has direct financial or li-
ability implications for that local agency to the following individuals:

(A) Legal counsel of that local agency member for purposes of obtaining 
advice on whether the matter has direct financial or liability implications 
for that local agency member.

(B) Other members of the legislative body of the local agency present in 
a closed session of that local agency member.

(2) Any designated alternate member of the legislative body of the joint 
powers agency who is also a member of the legislative body of a local 
agency member and who is attending a properly noticed meeting of the 
joint powers agency in lieu of a local agency member’s regularly ap-
pointed member to attend closed sessions of the joint powers agency.

(b) (1) In addition to the authority described in subdivision (a), the Clean 
Power Alliance of Southern California, or its successor entity, may adopt 
a policy or a bylaw or include in its joint powers agreement a provision 
that authorizes both of the following:

(A) A designated alternate member of the legislative body of the Clean 
Power Alliance of Southern California, or its successor entity, who is 
not a member of the legislative body of a local agency member and who 
is attending a properly noticed meeting of the Clean Power Alliance 
of Southern California, or its successor entity, in lieu of a local agency 
member’s regularly appointed member, to attend closed sessions of the 
Clean Power Alliance of Southern California, or its successor entity.

(B) All information that is received by a designated alternate member of 
the legislative body of the Clean Power Alliance of Southern California, 
or its successor entity, who is not a member of the legislative body of a 
local agency member, and that is presented to the Clean Power Alliance 
of Southern California, or its successor entity, in closed session, shall be 
confidential. However, the designated alternate member may disclose 
information obtained in a closed session that has direct financial or 
liability implications for the local agency member for which the desig-
nated alternate member attended the closed session, to the following 
individuals:

(i) Legal counsel of that local agency member for purposes of obtaining 
advice on whether the matter has direct financial or liability implications 
for that local agency member.

(ii) Members of the legislative body of the local agency present in a 
closed session of that local agency member.

(2) If the Clean Power Alliance of Southern California, or its successor 
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entity, adopts a policy or bylaw or includes in its joint powers agree-
ment a provision authorized pursuant to paragraph (1), the Clean Power 
Alliance of Southern California, or its successor entity, shall establish 
policies to prevent conflicts of interest and to address breaches of 
confidentiality that apply to a designated alternate member who is not a 
member of the legislative body of a local agency member who attends a 
closed session of the Clean Power Alliance of Southern California, or its 
successor entity.

(c) If the legislative body of a joint powers agency adopts a policy or 
a bylaw or includes provisions in its joint powers agreement pursuant 
to subdivision (a) or (b), then the legislative body of the local agency 
member, upon the advice of its legal counsel, may conduct a closed 
session in order to receive, discuss, and take action concerning informa-
tion obtained in a closed session of the joint powers agency pursuant to 
paragraph (1) of subdivision (a) or paragraph (1) of subdivision (b).

(d) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as 
of that date is repealed.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 248, Sec. 1) by Stats. 2024, 
Ch. 24, Sec. 1. (AB 1852) Effective January 1, 2025. Repealed as of 
January 1, 2030, by its own provisions. See later operative version, as 
amended by Sec. 2 of Stats. 2024, Ch. 24.)

54956.96. (a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent 
the legislative body of a joint powers agency formed pursuant to Article 
1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1, 
from adopting a policy or a bylaw or including in its joint powers agree-
ment provisions that authorize either or both of the following:

(1) All information received by the legislative body of the local agency 
member in a closed session related to the information presented to the 
joint powers agency in closed session shall be confidential. However, a 
member of the legislative body of a local agency member may disclose 
information obtained in a closed session that has direct financial or li-
ability implications for that local agency to the following individuals:

(A) Legal counsel of that local agency member for purposes of obtaining 
advice on whether the matter has direct financial or liability implications 
for that local agency member.

(B) Other members of the legislative body of the local agency present in 
a closed session of that local agency member.

(2) A designated alternate member of the legislative body of the joint 
powers agency who is also a member of the legislative body of a local 
agency member and who is attending a properly noticed meeting of the 
joint powers agency in lieu of a local agency member’s regularly ap-
pointed member to attend closed sessions of the joint powers agency.

(b) If the legislative body of a joint powers agency adopts a policy or a 
bylaw or includes provisions in its joint powers agreement pursuant to 
subdivision (a), then the legislative body of the local agency member, 
upon the advice of its legal counsel, may conduct a closed session in or-
der to receive, discuss, and take action concerning information obtained 
in a closed session of the joint powers agency pursuant to paragraph (1) 
of subdivision (a).

(c) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2030.

(Amended (as added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 248, Sec. 2) by Stats. 2024, Ch. 
24, Sec. 2. (AB 1852) Effective January 1, 2025. Section operative Janu-
ary 1, 2030, by its own provisions.)

54956.97. Notwithstanding any provision of law, the governing board, 
or a committee of the governing board, of a public bank, as defined in 
Section 57600 of the Government Code, may meet in closed session to 
consider and take action on matters pertaining to all of the following:

(a) A loan or investment decision.

(b) A decision of the internal audit committee, the compliance commit-
tee, or the governance committee.

(c) A meeting with a state or federal regulator.

(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 442, Sec. 14. (AB 857) Effective January 1, 
2020.)

54956.98. (a) For purposes of this section, the following definitions 
shall apply:

(1) “Shareholder, member, or owner local agency” or “shareholder, mem-
ber, or owner” means a local agency that is a shareholder of a  
public bank.

(2) “Public bank” has the same meaning as defined in Section 57600.

(b) The governing board of a public bank may adopt a policy or a bylaw or 
include in its governing documents provisions that authorize any of the 
following:

(1) All information received by a shareholder, member, or owner of the 
public bank in a closed session related to the information presented to 
the governing board of a public bank in closed session shall be confi-
dential. However, a member of the governing board of a shareholder, 
member, or owner local agency may disclose information obtained in a 
closed session that has direct financial or liability implications for that 
local agency to the following individuals:

(A) Legal counsel of that shareholder, member, or owner local agency for 
purposes of obtaining advice on whether the matter has direct financial 
or liability implications for that shareholder local agency.

(B) Other members of the governing board of the local agency present in 
a closed session of that shareholder, member, or owner local agency.

(2) A designated alternate member of the governing board of the public 
bank who is also a member of the governing board of a shareholder, 
member, or owner local agency and who is attending a properly noticed 
meeting of the public bank governing board in lieu of a shareholder, 
member, or owner local agency’s regularly appointed member may at-
tend a closed session of the public bank governing board.

(c) If the governing board of a public bank adopts a policy or a bylaw or 
includes provisions in its governing documents pursuant to subdivision 
(b), then the governing board of the shareholder, member, or owner local 
agency, upon the advice of its legal counsel, may conduct a closed ses-
sion in order to receive, discuss, and take action concerning information 
obtained in a closed session of the public bank governing board pursuant 
to paragraph (1) of subdivision (b).

(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 442, Sec. 15. (AB 857) Effective January 1, 
2020.)

54957. (a) (1) This chapter does not prevent the legislative body of a 
local agency from holding closed sessions with the Governor, Attorney 
General, district attorney, agency counsel, sheriff, or chief of police, or 
other law enforcement or security personnel, or a security consultant or 
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a security operations manager, on matters posing a threat to the security 
of public buildings, a threat to the security of essential public services, 
including water, drinking water, wastewater treatment, natural gas ser-
vice, and electric service, a threat to the public’s right of access to public 
services or public facilities, or a threat to critical infrastructure controls 
or critical infrastructure information relating to cybersecurity.

(2) For purposes of this subdivision, the following definitions apply:

(A) “Critical infrastructure controls” means networks and systems 
controlling assets so vital to the local agency that the incapacity or de-
struction of those networks, systems, or assets would have a debilitating 
impact on public health, safety, economic security, or any combination 
thereof.

(B) “Critical infrastructure information” means information not customar-
ily in the public domain pertaining to any of the following:

(i) Actual, potential, or threatened interference with, or an attack on, 
compromise of, or incapacitation of critical infrastructure controls by 
either physical or computer-based attack or other similar conduct, includ-
ing, but not limited to, the misuse of, or unauthorized access to, all types 
of communications and data transmission systems, that violates federal, 
state, or local law or harms public health, safety, or economic security, or 
any combination thereof.

(ii) The ability of critical infrastructure controls to resist any interference, 
compromise, or incapacitation, including, but not limited to, any planned 
or past assessment or estimate of the vulnerability of critical  
infrastructure.

(iii) Any planned or past operational problem or solution regarding criti-
cal infrastructure controls, including, but not limited to, repair, recovery, 
reconstruction, insurance, or continuity, to the extent it is related to 
interference, compromise, or incapacitation of critical infrastructure 
controls.

(b) (1) Subject to paragraph (2), this chapter does not prevent the legisla-
tive body of a local agency from holding closed sessions during a regular 
or special meeting to consider the appointment, employment, evaluation 
of performance, discipline, or dismissal of a public employee or to hear 
complaints or charges brought against the employee by another person 
or employee unless the employee requests a public session.

(2) As a condition to holding a closed session on specific complaints or 
charges brought against an employee by another person or employee, 
the employee shall be given written notice of their right to have the 
complaints or charges heard in an open session rather than a closed 
session, which notice shall be delivered to the employee personally or by 
mail at least 24 hours before the time for holding the session. If notice 
is not given, any disciplinary or other action taken by the legislative body 
against the employee based on the specific complaints or charges in the 
closed session shall be null and void.

(3) The legislative body also may exclude from the public or closed meet-
ing, during the examination of a witness, any or all other witnesses in 
the matter being investigated by the legislative body.

(4) For the purposes of this subdivision, the term “employee” shall in-
clude an officer or an independent contractor who functions as an officer 
or an employee but shall not include any elected official, member of a 
legislative body or other independent contractors. This subdivision shall 
not limit local officials’ ability to hold closed session meetings pursuant 
to Sections 1461, 32106, and 32155 of the Health and Safety Code or 

Sections 37606 and 37624.3 of the Government Code. Closed sessions 
held pursuant to this subdivision shall not include discussion or action 
on proposed compensation except for a reduction of compensation that 
results from the imposition of discipline.

(Amended by Stats. 2024, Ch. 243, Sec. 1. (AB 2715) Effective January 1, 
2025.)

54957.1. (a) The legislative body of any local agency shall publicly 
report any action taken in closed session and the vote or abstention on 
that action of every member present, as follows:

(1) Approval of an agreement concluding real estate negotiations pursu-
ant to Section 54956.8 shall be reported after the agreement is final, as 
follows:

(A) If its own approval renders the agreement final, the body shall report 
that approval and the substance of the agreement in open session at the 
public meeting during which the closed session is held.

(B) If final approval rests with the other party to the negotiations, the 
local agency shall disclose the fact of that approval and the substance of 
the agreement upon inquiry by any person, as soon as the other party or 
its agent has informed the local agency of its approval.

(2) Approval given to its legal counsel to defend, or seek or refrain from 
seeking appellate review or relief, or to enter as an amicus curiae in any 
form of litigation as the result of a consultation under Section 54956.9 
shall be reported in open session at the public meeting during which the 
closed session is held. The report shall identify, if known, the adverse 
party or parties and the substance of the litigation. In the case of approv-
al given to initiate or intervene in an action, the announcement need not 
identify the action, the defendants, or other particulars, but shall specify 
that the direction to initiate or intervene in an action has been given and 
that the action, the defendants, and the other particulars shall, once for-
mally commenced, be disclosed to any person upon inquiry, unless to do 
so would jeopardize the agency’s ability to effectuate service of process 
on one or more unserved parties, or that to do so would jeopardize its 
ability to conclude existing settlement negotiations to its advantage.

(3) Approval given to its legal counsel of a settlement of pending litiga-
tion, as defined in Section 54956.9, at any stage prior to or during a 
judicial or quasi-judicial proceeding shall be reported after the settle-
ment is final, as follows:

(A) If the legislative body accepts a settlement offer signed by the 
opposing party, the body shall report its acceptance and identify the 
substance of the agreement in open session at the public meeting during 
which the closed session is held.

(B) If final approval rests with some other party to the litigation or with 
the court, then as soon as the settlement becomes final, and upon 
inquiry by any person, the local agency shall disclose the fact of that 
approval, and identify the substance of the agreement.

(4) Disposition reached as to claims discussed in closed session pursuant 
to Section 54956.95 shall be reported as soon as reached in a manner 
that identifies the name of the claimant, the name of the local agency 
claimed against, the substance of the claim, and any monetary amount 
approved for payment and agreed upon by the claimant.

(5) Action taken to appoint, employ, dismiss, accept the resignation of, or 
otherwise affect the employment status of a public employee in closed 



California Special Districts Association
© 2025

62

session pursuant to Section 54957 shall be reported at the public meet-
ing during which the closed session is held. Any report required by this 
paragraph shall identify the title of the position. The general require-
ment of this paragraph notwithstanding, the report of a dismissal or of 
the nonrenewal of an employment contract shall be deferred until the 
first public meeting following the exhaustion of administrative remedies, 
if any.

(6) Approval of an agreement concluding labor negotiations with repre-
sented employees pursuant to Section 54957.6 shall be reported after 
the agreement is final and has been accepted or ratified by the other 
party. The report shall identify the item approved and the other party or 
parties to the negotiation.

(7) Pension fund investment transaction decisions made pursuant to Sec-
tion 54956.81 shall be disclosed at the first open meeting of the legisla-
tive body held after the earlier of the close of the investment transaction 
or the transfer of pension fund assets for the investment transaction.

(b) Reports that are required to be made pursuant to this section may be 
made orally or in writing. The legislative body shall provide to any per-
son who has submitted a written request to the legislative body within 
24 hours of the posting of the agenda, or to any person who has made 
a standing request for all documentation as part of a request for notice 
of meetings pursuant to Section 54954.1 or 54956, if the requester is 
present at the time the closed session ends, copies of any contracts, 
settlement agreements, or other documents that were finally approved 
or adopted in the closed session. If the action taken results in one or 
more substantive amendments to the related documents requiring retyp-
ing, the documents need not be released until the retyping is completed 
during normal business hours, provided that the presiding officer of the 
legislative body or his or her designee orally summarizes the substance 
of the amendments for the benefit of the document requester or any 
other person present and requesting the information.

(c) The documentation referred to in subdivision (b) shall be available to 
any person on the next business day following the meeting in which the 
action referred to is taken or, in the case of substantial amendments, 
when any necessary retyping is complete.

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require that the legisla-
tive body approve actions not otherwise subject to legislative body 
approval.

(e) No action for injury to a reputational, liberty, or other personal 
interest may be commenced by or on behalf of any employee or former 
employee with respect to whom a disclosure is made by a legislative 
body in an effort to comply with this section.

(f) This section is necessary to implement, and reasonably within the 
scope of, paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 3 of Article I of the 
California Constitution.

(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 538, Sec. 311. Effective January 1, 2007.)

54957.2. (a) The legislative body of a local agency may, by ordinance 
or resolution, designate a clerk or other officer or employee of the local 
agency who shall then attend each closed session of the legislative 
body and keep and enter in a minute book a record of topics discussed 
and decisions made at the meeting. The minute book made pursuant to 
this section is not a public record subject to inspection pursuant to the 
California Public Records Act (Division 10 (commencing with Section 
7920.000) of Title 1), and shall be kept confidential. The minute book 

shall be available only to members of the legislative body or, if a viola-
tion of this chapter is alleged to have occurred at a closed session, to a 
court of general jurisdiction wherein the local agency lies. The minute 
book may, but need not, consist of a recording of the closed session.

(b) An elected legislative body of a local agency may require that each 
legislative body all or a majority of whose members are appointed by or 
under the authority of the elected legislative body keep a minute book as 
prescribed under subdivision (a).

(Amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 615, Sec. 207. (AB 474) Effective January 
1, 2022. Operative January 1, 2023, pursuant to Sec. 463 of Stats. 2021, 
Ch. 615.)

54957.5. (a) Agendas of public meetings are disclosable public records 
under the California Public Records Act (Division 10 (commencing with 
Section 7920.000) of Title 1), and shall be made available upon request 
without delay and in compliance with Section 54954.2 or Section 54956, 
as applicable. However, this section shall not apply to a writing, or por-
tion thereof, that is exempt from public disclosure.

(b) (1) If a writing is a public record related to an agenda item for an 
open session of a regular meeting of the legislative body of a local 
agency and is distributed to all, or a majority of all, of the members of 
a legislative body of a local agency by a person in connection with a 
matter subject to discussion or consideration at an open meeting of the 
body less than 72 hours before that meeting, the writing shall be made 
available for public inspection pursuant to paragraph (2) at the time the 
writing is distributed to all, or a majority of all, of the members of  
the body.

(2) (A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), a local agency shall com-
ply with both of the following requirements:

(i) A local agency shall make any writing described in paragraph (1) avail-
able for public inspection at a public office or location that the agency 
shall designate for this purpose.

(ii) A local agency shall list the address of the office or location des-
ignated pursuant to clause (i) on the agendas for all meetings of the 
legislative body of that agency.

(B) A local agency shall not be required to comply with the requirements 
of subparagraph (A) if all of the following requirements are met:

(i) An initial staff report or similar document containing an executive 
summary and the staff recommendation, if any, relating to that agenda 
item is made available for public inspection at the office or location 
designated pursuant to clause (i) of subparagraph (A) at least 72 hours 
before the meeting.

(ii) The local agency immediately posts any writing described in para-
graph (1) on the local agency’s internet website in a position and manner 
that makes it clear that the writing relates to an agenda item for an 
upcoming meeting.

(iii) The local agency lists the web address of the local agency’s internet 
website on the agendas for all meetings of the legislative body of that 
agency.

(iv) (I) Subject to subclause (II), the local agency makes physical copies 
available for public inspection, beginning the next regular business 
hours for the local agency, at the office or location designated pursuant 
to clause (i) of subparagraph (A).
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(II) This clause is satisfied only if the next regular business hours of the 
local agency commence at least 24 hours before that meeting.

(c) Writings that are public records described in subdivision (b) and 
distributed during a public meeting shall be made available for public 
inspection at the meeting if prepared by the local agency or a member 
of its legislative body, or after the meeting if prepared by some other 
person. These writings shall be made available in appropriate alternative 
formats upon request by a person with a disability, as required by Sec-
tion 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 
12132), and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation 
thereof.

(d) This chapter shall not be construed to prevent the legislative body 
of a local agency from charging a fee or deposit for a copy of a public 
record pursuant to Section 7922.530, except that a surcharge shall not 
be imposed on persons with disabilities in violation of Section 202 of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and the 
federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof.

(e) This section shall not be construed to limit or delay the public’s right 
to inspect or obtain a copy of any record required to be disclosed under 
the requirements of the California Public Records Act (Division 10 (com-
mencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1), including, but not limited 
to, the ability of the public to inspect public records pursuant to Section 
7922.525 and obtain copies of public records pursuant to either subdivi-
sion (b) of Section 7922.530 or Section 7922.535. This chapter shall not 
be construed to require a legislative body of a local agency to place any 
paid advertisement or any other paid notice in any publication.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 615, Sec. 208) by Stats. 
2022, Ch. 971, Sec. 1. (AB 2647) Effective January 1, 2023.)

54957.6. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a legislative 
body of a local agency may hold closed sessions with the local agency’s 
designated representatives regarding the salaries, salary schedules, or 
compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of its represented and 
unrepresented employees, and, for represented employees, any other 
matter within the statutorily provided scope of representation, subject to 
all of the following conditions:

(1) Prior to the closed session, the legislative body of the local agency 
shall hold an open and public session in which it identifies its designated 
representatives.

(2) The closed session shall be for the purpose of reviewing its position 
and instructing the local agency’s designated representatives.

(3) The closed session may take place prior to and during consultations 
and discussions with representatives of employee organizations and 
unrepresented employees.

(4) Any closed session with the local agency’s designated representative 
regarding the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in the 
form of fringe benefits may include discussion of an agency’s available 
funds and funding priorities, but only insofar as these discussions relate 
to providing instructions to the local agency’s designated representative.

(5) The closed session shall not include final action on the proposed 
compensation of one or more unrepresented employees.

(6) For the purposes enumerated in this section, a legislative body of a 
local agency may also meet with a state conciliator who has intervened 
in the proceedings.

(b) For the purposes of this section, the term “employee” shall include 
an officer or an independent contractor who functions as an officer or an 
employee, but shall not include any elected official, member of a legisla-
tive body, or other independent contractors.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 20. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026.)

54957.7. (a) Prior to holding any closed session, the legislative body 
of the local agency shall disclose, in an open meeting, the item or items 
to be discussed in the closed session. The disclosure may take the form 
of a reference to the item or items as they are listed by number or letter 
on the agenda. In the closed session, the legislative body may consider 
only those matters covered in its statement. Nothing in this section shall 
require or authorize a disclosure of information prohibited by state or 
federal law.

(b) After any closed session, the legislative body shall reconvene into 
open session prior to adjournment and shall make any disclosures 
required by Section 54957.1 of action taken in the closed session.

(c) The announcements required to be made in open session pursuant to 
this section may be made at the location announced in the agenda for 
the closed session, as long as the public is allowed to be present at that 
location for the purpose of hearing the announcements.

(Amended by Stats. 1993, Ch. 1137, Sec. 15. Effective January 1, 1994. 
Operative April 1, 1994, by Sec. 23 of Ch. 1137.)

54957.8. (a) For purposes of this section, “multijurisdictional law 
enforcement agency” means a joint powers entity formed pursuant to 
Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 
of Title 1 that provides law enforcement services for the parties to the 
joint powers agreement for the purpose of investigating criminal activity 
involving drugs; gangs; sex crimes; firearms trafficking or felony pos-
session of a firearm; high technology, computer, or identity theft; human 
trafficking; or vehicle theft.

(b) Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the 
legislative body of a multijurisdictional law enforcement agency, or an 
advisory body of a multijurisdictional law enforcement agency, from 
holding closed sessions to discuss the case records of any ongoing 
criminal investigation of the multijurisdictional law enforcement agency 
or of any party to the joint powers agreement, to hear testimony from 
persons involved in the investigation, and to discuss courses of action in 
particular cases.

(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 427, Sec. 1. Effective September 22, 
2006.)

54957.9. In the event that any meeting is willfully interrupted by a 
group or groups of persons so as to render the orderly conduct of the 
meeting unfeasible and order cannot be restored by the removal of 
individuals who are willfully interrupting the meeting, the members of 
the legislative body conducting the meeting may order the meeting room 
cleared and continue in session. Only matters appearing on the agenda 
may be considered in such a session. Representatives of the press or 
other news media, except those participating in the disturbance, shall 
be allowed to attend any session held pursuant to this section. Noth-
ing in this section shall prohibit the legislative body from establishing a 
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procedure for readmitting an individual or individuals not responsible for 
willfully disturbing the orderly conduct of the meeting.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 21. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026.)

54957.95. (a) (1) In addition to authority exercised pursuant to Sections 
54954.3 and 54957.9, the presiding member of the legislative body con-
ducting a meeting or their designee may remove, or cause the removal 
of, an individual for disrupting the meeting, including any teleconfer-
enced meeting.

(2) Prior to removing an individual, the presiding member or their 
designee shall warn the individual that their behavior is disrupting the 
meeting and that their failure to cease their behavior may result in their 
removal. The presiding member or their designee may then remove the 
individual if they do not promptly cease their disruptive behavior. This 
paragraph does not apply to any behavior described in subparagraph (B) 
of paragraph (1) of subdivision (b).

(b) As used in this section:

(1) “Disrupting” means engaging in behavior during a meeting of a 
legislative body that actually disrupts, disturbs, impedes, or renders 
infeasible the orderly conduct of the meeting and includes, but is not 
limited to, one of the following:

(A) A failure to comply with reasonable and lawful regulations adopted 
by a legislative body pursuant to Section 54954.3 or any other law.

(B) Engaging in behavior that constitutes use of force or a true threat of 
force.

(2) “True threat of force” means a threat that has sufficient indicia of 
intent and seriousness, that a reasonable observer would perceive it to 
be an actual threat to use force by the person making the threat.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 22. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026.)

54957.96. (a) The existing authority of a legislative body or its presid-
ing officer to remove or limit participation by persons who engage in be-
havior that actually disrupts, disturbs, impedes, or renders infeasible the 
orderly conduct of the meeting, including existing limitations upon that 
authority, shall apply to members of the public participating in a meeting 
via a two-way telephonic service or a two-way audiovisual platform.

(b) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that 
provides participants with the ability to participate in a meeting via both 
an interactive video conference and a two-way telephonic service. A 
two-way audiovisual platform may be structured to disable the use of 
video for the public participants.

(2) “Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone service that does 
not require internet access and allows participants to dial a telephone 
number to listen and verbally participate.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 23. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 
2026.)

54957.10. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a legisla-
tive body of a local agency may hold closed sessions to discuss a 

local agency employee’s application for early withdrawal of funds in a 
deferred compensation plan when the application is based on financial 
hardship arising from an unforeseeable emergency due to illness, acci-
dent, casualty, or other extraordinary event, as specified in the deferred 
compensation plan.

(Added by Stats. 2001, Ch. 45, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2002.)

54958. The provisions of this chapter shall apply to the legislative body 
of every local agency notwithstanding the conflicting provisions of any 
other state law.

(Added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 1588.)

54959. Each member of a legislative body who attends a meeting of 
that legislative body where action is taken in violation of any provision 
of this chapter, and where the member intends to deprive the public 
of information to which the member knows or has reason to know the 
public is entitled under this chapter, is guilty of a misdemeanor.

(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 32, Sec. 18. Effective March 30, 1994. 
Operative April 1, 1994, by Sec. 23 of Ch. 32.)

54960. (a) The district attorney or any interested person may com-
mence an action by mandamus, injunction, or declaratory relief for the 
purpose of stopping or preventing violations or threatened violations 
of this chapter by members of the legislative body of a local agency 
or to determine the applicability of this chapter to ongoing actions or 
threatened future actions of the legislative body, or to determine the ap-
plicability of this chapter to past actions of the legislative body, subject 
to Section 54960.2, or to determine whether any rule or action by the 
legislative body to penalize or otherwise discourage the expression of 
one or more of its members is valid or invalid under the laws of this 
state or of the United States, or to compel the legislative body to audio 
record its closed sessions as hereinafter provided.

(b) The court in its discretion may, upon a judgment of a violation of 
Section 54956.7, 54956.8, 54956.9, 54956.95, 54957, or 54957.6, order 
the legislative body to audio record its closed sessions and preserve 
the audio recordings for the period and under the terms of security and 
confidentiality the court deems appropriate.

(c) (1) Each recording so kept shall be immediately labeled with the date 
of the closed session recorded and the title of the clerk or other officer 
who shall be custodian of the recording.

(2) The audio recordings shall be subject to the following discovery 
procedures:

(A) In any case in which discovery or disclosure of the audio recording 
is sought by either the district attorney or the plaintiff in a civil action 
pursuant to Section 54959, 54960, or 54960.1 alleging that a violation of 
this chapter has occurred in a closed session that has been recorded pur-
suant to this section, the party seeking discovery or disclosure shall file 
a written notice of motion with the appropriate court with notice to the 
governmental agency that has custody and control of the audio record-
ing. The notice shall be given pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 1005 
of the Code of Civil Procedure.

(B) The notice shall include, in addition to the items required by Section 
1010 of the Code of Civil Procedure, all of the following:
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(i) Identification of the proceeding in which discovery or disclosure is 
sought, the party seeking discovery or disclosure, the date and time of 
the meeting recorded, and the governmental agency that has custody 
and control of the recording.

(ii) An affidavit that contains specific facts indicating that a violation of 
the act occurred in the closed session.

(3) If the court, following a review of the motion, finds that there is good 
cause to believe that a violation has occurred, the court may review, in 
camera, the recording of that portion of the closed session alleged to 
have violated the act.

(4) If, following the in camera review, the court concludes that disclosure 
of a portion of the recording would be likely to materially assist in the 
resolution of the litigation alleging violation of this chapter, the court 
shall, in its discretion, make a certified transcript of the portion of the 
recording a public exhibit in the proceeding.

(5) This section shall not permit discovery of communications that are 
protected by the attorney-client privilege.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 732, Sec. 1. (SB 1003) Effective January 1, 
2013.)

54960.1. (a) The district attorney or any interested person may com-
mence an action by mandamus or injunction for the purpose of obtaining 
a judicial determination that an action taken by a legislative body of a 
local agency in violation of Section 54953, 54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 
54956, or 54956.5 is null and void under this section. Nothing in this 
chapter shall be construed to prevent a legislative body from curing or 
correcting an action challenged pursuant to this section.

(b) Prior to any action being commenced pursuant to subdivision (a), 
the district attorney or interested person shall make a demand of the 
legislative body to cure or correct the action alleged to have been taken 
in violation of Section 54953, 54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 54956, or 
54956.5. The demand shall be in writing and clearly describe the chal-
lenged action of the legislative body and nature of the alleged violation.

(c) (1) The written demand shall be made within 90 days from the date 
the action was taken unless the action was taken in an open session but 
in violation of Section 54954.2, in which case the written demand shall 
be made within 30 days from the date the action was taken.

(2) Within 30 days of receipt of the demand, the legislative body shall 
cure or correct the challenged action and inform the demanding party in 
writing of its actions to cure or correct or inform the demanding party in 
writing of its decision not to cure or correct the challenged action.

(3) If the legislative body takes no action within the 30-day period, the 
inaction shall be deemed a decision not to cure or correct the challenged 
action, and the 15-day period to commence the action described in 
subdivision (a) shall commence to run the day after the 30-day period to 
cure or correct expires.

(4) Within 15 days of receipt of the written notice of the legislative 
body’s decision to cure or correct, or not to cure or correct, or within 15 
days of the expiration of the 30-day period to cure or correct, whichever 
is earlier, the demanding party shall be required to commence the action 
pursuant to subdivision (a) or thereafter be barred from commencing  
the action.

(d) An action taken that is alleged to have been taken in violation of Sec-

tion 54953, 54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 54956, or 54956.5 shall not be 
determined to be null and void if any of the following conditions exist:

(1) The action taken was in substantial compliance with Sections 54953, 
54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 54956, and 54956.5.

(2) The action taken was in connection with the sale or issuance of 
notes, bonds, or other evidences of indebtedness or any contract, instru-
ment, or agreement thereto.

(3) The action taken gave rise to a contractual obligation, including a 
contract let by competitive bid other than compensation for services in 
the form of salary or fees for professional services, upon which a party 
has, in good faith and without notice of a challenge to the validity of the 
action, detrimentally relied.

(4) The action taken was in connection with the collection of any tax.

(5) Any person, city, city and county, county, district, or any agency or 
subdivision of the state alleging noncompliance with subdivision (a) of 
Section 54954.2, Section 54956, or Section 54956.5, because of any de-
fect, error, irregularity, or omission in the notice given pursuant to those 
provisions, had actual notice of the item of business at least 72 hours 
prior to the meeting at which the action was taken, if the meeting was 
noticed pursuant to Section 54954.2, or 24 hours prior to the meeting at 
which the action was taken if the meeting was noticed pursuant to Sec-
tion 54956, or prior to the meeting at which the action was taken if the 
meeting is held pursuant to Section 54956.5.

(e) During any action seeking a judicial determination pursuant to 
subdivision (a) if the court determines, pursuant to a showing by the 
legislative body that an action alleged to have been taken in violation of 
Section 54953, 54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 54956, or 54956.5 has been 
cured or corrected by a subsequent action of the legislative body, the 
action filed pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be dismissed with prejudice.

(f) The fact that a legislative body takes a subsequent action to cure or 
correct an action taken pursuant to this section shall not be construed or 
admissible as evidence of a violation of this chapter.

(Amended by Stats. 2002, Ch. 454, Sec. 23. Effective January 1, 2003.)

54960.2. (a) The district attorney or any interested person may file an 
action to determine the applicability of this chapter to past actions of the 
legislative body pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 54960 only if all of 
the following conditions are met:

(1) The district attorney or interested person alleging a violation of this 
chapter first submits a cease and desist letter by postal mail or facsimile 
transmission to the clerk or secretary of the legislative body being ac-
cused of the violation, as designated in the statement pertaining to that 
public agency on file pursuant to Section 53051, or if the agency does 
not have a statement on file designating a clerk or a secretary, to the 
chief executive officer of that agency, clearly describing the past action 
of the legislative body and nature of the alleged violation.

(2) The cease and desist letter required under paragraph (1) is submitted 
to the legislative body within nine months of the alleged violation.

(3) The time during which the legislative body may respond to the cease 
and desist letter pursuant to subdivision (b) has expired and the legisla-
tive body has not provided an unconditional commitment pursuant to 
subdivision (c).

(4) Within 60 days of receipt of the legislative body’s response to the 
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cease and desist letter, other than an unconditional commitment pursu-
ant to subdivision (c), or within 60 days of the expiration of the time 
during which the legislative body may respond to the cease and desist 
letter pursuant to subdivision (b), whichever is earlier, the party submit-
ting the cease and desist letter shall commence the action pursuant to 
subdivision (a) of Section 54960 or thereafter be barred from commenc-
ing the action.

(b) The legislative body may respond to a cease and desist letter submit-
ted pursuant to subdivision (a) within 30 days of receiving the letter. This 
subdivision shall not be construed to prevent the legislative body from 
providing an unconditional commitment pursuant to subdivision (c) at 
any time after the 30-day period has expired, except that in that event 
the court shall award court costs and reasonable attorney fees to the 
plaintiff in an action brought pursuant to this section, in accordance with 
Section 54960.5.

(c) (1) If the legislative body elects to respond to the cease and desist 
letter with an unconditional commitment to cease, desist from, and 
not repeat the past action that is alleged to violate this chapter, that 
response shall be in substantially the following form:

To ______________________:

The [name of legislative body] has received your cease and desist letter 
dated [date] alleging that the following described past action of the 
legislative body violates the Ralph M. Brown Act:

[Describe alleged past action, as set forth in the cease and desist letter 
submitted pursuant to subdivision (a)]

In order to avoid unnecessary litigation and without admitting any viola-
tion of the Ralph M. Brown Act, the [name of legislative body] hereby 
unconditionally commits that it will cease, desist from, and not repeat 
the challenged past action as described above.

The [name of legislative body] may rescind this commitment only by 
a majority vote of its membership taken in open session at a regular 
meeting and noticed on its posted agenda as “Rescission of Brown Act 
Commitment.” You will be provided with written notice, sent by any 
means or media you provide in response to this message, to whatever 
address or addresses you specify, of any intention to consider rescinding 
this commitment at least 30 days before any such regular meeting. In 
the event that this commitment is rescinded, you will have the right to 
commence legal action pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 54960 of 
the Government Code. That notice will be delivered to you by the same 
means as this commitment, or may be mailed to an address that you 
have designated in writing.

Very truly yours,

________________________________________________

[Chairperson or acting chairperson of the legislative body]

(2) An unconditional commitment pursuant to this subdivision shall be 
approved by the legislative body in open session at a regular or special 
meeting as a separate item of business, and not on its consent agenda.

(3) An action shall not be commenced to determine the applicability 
of this chapter to any past action of the legislative body for which the 
legislative body has provided an unconditional commitment pursuant 
to this subdivision. During any action seeking a judicial determination 
regarding the applicability of this chapter to any past action of the 
legislative body pursuant to subdivision (a), if the court determines that 
the legislative body has provided an unconditional commitment pursuant 
to this subdivision, the action shall be dismissed with prejudice. Nothing 
in this subdivision shall be construed to modify or limit the existing 
ability of the district attorney or any interested person to commence an 
action to determine the applicability of this chapter to ongoing actions or 
threatened future actions of the legislative body.

(4) Except as provided in subdivision (d), the fact that a legislative body 
provides an unconditional commitment shall not be construed or admis-
sible as evidence of a violation of this chapter.

(d) If the legislative body provides an unconditional commitment as set 
forth in subdivision (c), the legislative body shall not thereafter take or 
engage in the challenged action described in the cease and desist letter, 
except as provided in subdivision (e). Violation of this subdivision shall 
constitute an independent violation of this chapter, without regard to 
whether the challenged action would otherwise violate this chapter. 
An action alleging past violation or threatened future violation of this 
subdivision may be brought pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 54960, 
without regard to the procedural requirements of this section.

(e) The legislative body may resolve to rescind an unconditional commit-
ment made pursuant to subdivision (c) by a majority vote of its member-
ship taken in open session at a regular meeting as a separate item of 
business not on its consent agenda, and noticed on its posted agenda as 
“Rescission of Brown Act Commitment,” provided that not less than 30 
days prior to such regular meeting, the legislative body provides written 
notice of its intent to consider the rescission to each person to whom the 
unconditional commitment was made, and to the district attorney. Upon 
rescission, the district attorney or any interested person may commence 
an action pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 54960. An action under 
this subdivision may be brought pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 
54960, without regard to the procedural requirements of this section.

(Added by Stats. 2012, Ch. 732, Sec. 2. (SB 1003) Effective January 1, 
2013.)

54960.5. A court may award court costs and reasonable attorney fees 
to the plaintiff in an action brought pursuant to Section 54960, 54960.1, 
or 54960.2 where it is found that a legislative body of the local agency 
has violated this chapter. Additionally, when an action brought pursuant 
to Section 54960.2 is dismissed with prejudice because a legislative 
body has provided an unconditional commitment pursuant to paragraph 
(1) of subdivision (c) of that section at any time after the 30-day period 
for making such a commitment has expired, the court shall award court 
costs and reasonable attorney fees to the plaintiff if the filing of that 
action caused the legislative body to issue the unconditional commit-
ment. The costs and fees shall be paid by the local agency and shall not 
become a personal liability of any public officer or employee of the local 
agency.
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A court may award court costs and reasonable attorney fees to a defen-
dant in any action brought pursuant to Section 54960 or 54960.1 where 
the defendant has prevailed in a final determination of such action and 
the court finds that the action was clearly frivolous and totally lacking in 
merit.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 732, Sec. 3. (SB 1003) Effective January 1, 
2013.)

54961. (a) No legislative body of a local agency shall conduct any 
meeting in any facility that prohibits the admittance of any person, or 
persons, on the basis of ancestry or any characteristic listed or defined 
in Section 11135, or which is inaccessible to disabled persons, or where 
members of the public may not be present without making a payment 
or purchase. This section shall apply to every local agency as defined in 
Section 54951.

(b) No notice, agenda, announcement, or report required under this 
chapter need identify any victim or alleged victim of tortious sexual con-
duct or child abuse unless the identity of the person has been publicly 
disclosed.

(Amended by Stats. 2007, Ch. 568, Sec. 35. Effective January 1, 2008.)

54962. Except as expressly authorized by this chapter, or by Sections 
1461, 1462, 32106, and 32155 of the Health and Safety Code, or by 
Sections 37606, 37606.1, and 37624.3 of the Government Code as they 
apply to hospitals, or by any provision of the Education Code pertaining 
to school districts and community college districts, no closed session 
may be held by any legislative body of any local agency.

(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 157, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 2007.)

54963. (a) A person may not disclose confidential information that 
has been acquired by being present in a closed session authorized by 
Section 54956.7, 54956.8, 54956.86, 54956.87, 54956.9, 54957, 54957.6, 
54957.8, or 54957.10 to a person not entitled to receive it, unless the 
legislative body authorizes disclosure of that confidential information.

(b) For purposes of this section, “confidential information” means a com-
munication made in a closed session that is specifically related to the 
basis for the legislative body of a local agency to meet lawfully in closed 
session under this chapter.

(c) Violation of this section may be addressed by the use of such rem-
edies as are currently available by law, including, but not limited to:

(1) Injunctive relief to prevent the disclosure of confidential information 
prohibited by this section.

(2) Disciplinary action against an employee who has willfully disclosed 
confidential information in violation of this section.

(3) Referral of a member of a legislative body who has willfully disclosed 
confidential information in violation of this section to the grandjury.

(d) Disciplinary action pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) shall 
require that the employee in question has either received training as to 
the requirements of this section or otherwise has been given notice of 
the requirements of this section.
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(e) A local agency may not take any action authorized by subdivision (c) 
against a person, nor shall it be deemed a violation of this section, for 
doing any of the following:

(1) Making a confidential inquiry or complaint to a district attorney or 
grand jury concerning a perceived violation of law, including disclosing 
facts to a district attorney or grand jury that are necessary to establish 
the illegality of an action taken by a legislative body of a local agency or 
the potential illegality of an action that has been the subject of delibera-
tion at a closed session if that action were to be taken by a legislative 
body of a local agency.

(2) Expressing an opinion concerning the propriety or legality of actions 
taken by a legislative body of a local agency in closed session, including 
disclosure of the nature and extent of the illegal or potentially illegal 
action.

(3) Disclosing information acquired by being present in a closed session 
under this chapter that is not confidential information.

(f) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit disclosures 
under the whistleblower statutes contained in Section 1102.5 of the 
Labor Code or Article 4.5 (commencing with Section 53296) of Chapter 2 
of this code.

(Added by Stats. 2002, Ch. 1119, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2003.)

*Pursuant to Government Code § 54952.7. Published at  
leginfo.legislature.ca.gov on January 1, 2026.
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TITLE 5. LOCAL AGENCIES [50001 - 57607]  ( Title 5 added by Stats. 1949, Ch. 81. )
DIVISION 2. CITIES, COUNTIES, AND OTHER AGENCIES [53000 - 55821]  ( Division 2 added by Stats. 1949, Ch. 81. )

PART 1. POWERS AND DUTIES COMMON TO CITIES, COUNTIES, AND OTHER AGENCIES [53000 - 54999.7]  (
Part 1 added by Stats. 1949, Ch. 81. )

CHAPTER 9. Meetings [54950 - 54963]  ( Chapter 9 added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 1588. )

  In enacting this chapter, the Legislature finds and declares that the public commissions, boards and councils
and the other public agencies in this State exist to aid in the conduct of the people’s business. It is the intent of the
law that their actions be taken openly and that their deliberations be conducted openly.

The people of this State do not yield their sovereignty to the agencies which serve them. The people, in delegating
authority, do not give their public servants the right to decide what is good for the people to know and what is not
good for them to know. The people insist on remaining informed so that they may retain control over the
instruments they have created.

(Added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 1588.)

  This chapter shall be known as the Ralph M. Brown Act.

(Added by Stats. 1961, Ch. 115.)

  As used in this chapter, “local agency” means a county, city, whether general law or chartered, city and
county, town, school district, municipal corporation, district, political subdivision, or any board, commission or
agency thereof, or other local public agency.

(Amended by Stats. 1959, Ch. 1417.)

  As used in this chapter, “legislative body” means:

(a) The governing body of a local agency or any other local body created by state or federal statute.

(b) A commission, committee, board, or other body of a local agency, whether permanent or temporary,
decisionmaking or advisory, created by charter, ordinance, resolution, or formal action of a legislative body.
However, advisory committees, composed solely of the members of the legislative body that are less than a quorum
of the legislative body are not legislative bodies, except that standing committees of a legislative body, irrespective
of their composition, which have a continuing subject matter jurisdiction, or a meeting schedule fixed by charter,
ordinance, resolution, or formal action of a legislative body are legislative bodies for purposes of this chapter.

(c) (1) A board, commission, committee, or other multimember body that governs a private corporation, limited
liability company, or other entity that either:

(A) Is created by the elected legislative body in order to exercise authority that may lawfully be delegated by
the elected governing body to a private corporation, limited liability company, or other entity.

(B) Receives funds from a local agency and the membership of whose governing body includes a member of
the legislative body of the local agency appointed to that governing body as a full voting member by the
legislative body of the local agency.

(2) Notwithstanding subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1), no board, commission, committee, or other multimember
body that governs a private corporation, limited liability company, or other entity that receives funds from a local
agency and, as of February 9, 1996, has a member of the legislative body of the local agency as a full voting
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member of the governing body of that private corporation, limited liability company, or other entity shall be
relieved from the public meeting requirements of this chapter by virtue of a change in status of the full voting
member to a nonvoting member.

(d) The lessee of any hospital the whole or part of which is first leased pursuant to subdivision (p) of Section 32121
of the Health and Safety Code after January 1, 1994, where the lessee exercises any material authority of a
legislative body of a local agency delegated to it by that legislative body whether the lessee is organized and
operated by the local agency or by a delegated authority.

(Amended by Stats. 2002, Ch. 1073, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 2003.)

  Any person elected to serve as a member of a legislative body who has not yet assumed the duties of
office shall conform his or her conduct to the requirements of this chapter and shall be treated for purposes of
enforcement of this chapter as if he or she has already assumed office.

(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 32, Sec. 2. Effective March 30, 1994. Operative April 1, 1994, by Sec. 23 of Ch. 32.)

  (a) As used in this chapter, “meeting” means any congregation of a majority of the members of a
legislative body at the same time and location, including teleconference location as permitted by Section 54953, to
hear, discuss, deliberate, or take action on any item that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative
body.

(b) (1) A majority of the members of a legislative body shall not, outside a meeting authorized by this chapter, use
a series of communications of any kind, directly or through intermediaries, to discuss, deliberate, or take action on
any item of business that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body.

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not be construed as preventing an employee or official of a local agency, from engaging in
separate conversations or communications outside of a meeting authorized by this chapter with members of a
legislative body in order to answer questions or provide information regarding a matter that is within the subject
matter jurisdiction of the local agency, if that person does not communicate to members of the legislative body
the comments or position of any other member or members of the legislative body.

(3) (A) Paragraph (1) shall not be construed as preventing a member of the legislative body from engaging in
separate conversations or communications on an internet-based social media platform to answer questions,
provide information to the public, or to solicit information from the public regarding a matter that is within the
subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body provided that a majority of the members of the legislative body
do not use the internet-based social media platform to discuss among themselves business of a specific nature
that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body. A member of the legislative body shall not
respond directly to any communication on an internet-based social media platform regarding a matter that is
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body that is made, posted, or shared by any other member
of the legislative body.

(B) For purposes of this paragraph, all of the following definitions shall apply:

(i) “Discuss among themselves” means communications made, posted, or shared on an internet-based
social media platform between members of a legislative body, including comments or use of digital icons
that express reactions to communications made by other members of the legislative body.

(ii) “Internet-based social media platform” means an online service that is open and accessible to the
public.

(iii) “Open and accessible to the public” means that members of the general public have the ability to
access and participate, free of charge, in the social media platform without the approval by the social media
platform or a person or entity other than the social media platform, including any forum and chatroom, and
cannot be blocked from doing so, except when the internet-based social media platform determines that an
individual violated its protocols or rules.

(c) Nothing in this section shall impose the requirements of this chapter upon any of the following:

(1) Individual contacts or conversations between a member of a legislative body and any other person that do not
violate subdivision (b).
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(2) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at a conference or similar gathering open
to the public that involves a discussion of issues of general interest to the public or to public agencies of the type
represented by the legislative body, provided that a majority of the members do not discuss among themselves,
other than as part of the scheduled program, business of a specified nature that is within the subject matter
jurisdiction of the local agency. Nothing in this paragraph is intended to allow members of the public free
admission to a conference or similar gathering at which the organizers have required other participants or
registrants to pay fees or charges as a condition of attendance.

(3) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at an open and publicized meeting
organized to address a topic of local community concern by a person or organization other than the local agency,
provided that a majority of the members do not discuss among themselves, other than as part of the scheduled
program, business of a specific nature that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body of the
local agency.

(4) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at an open and noticed meeting of another
body of the local agency, or at an open and noticed meeting of a legislative body of another local agency,
provided that a majority of the members do not discuss among themselves, other than as part of the scheduled
meeting, business of a specific nature that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body of the
local agency.

(5) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at a purely social or ceremonial occasion,
provided that a majority of the members do not discuss among themselves business of a specific nature that is
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body of the local agency.

(6) The attendance of a majority of the members of a legislative body at an open and noticed meeting of a
standing committee of that body, provided that the members of the legislative body who are not members of the
standing committee attend only as observers.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2020, Ch. 89, Sec. 1) by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 1. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

  (a) A legislative body that has convened a meeting and whose membership constitutes a quorum of any
other legislative body may convene a meeting of that other legislative body, simultaneously or in serial order, only if
a clerk or a member of the convened legislative body verbally announces, prior to convening any simultaneous or
serial order meeting of that subsequent legislative body, the amount of compensation or stipend, if any, that each
member will be entitled to receive as a result of convening the simultaneous or serial meeting of the subsequent
legislative body and identifies that the compensation or stipend shall be provided as a result of convening a
meeting for which each member is entitled to collect compensation or a stipend. However, the clerk or member of
the legislative body shall not be required to announce the amount of compensation if the amount of compensation
is prescribed in statute and no additional compensation has been authorized by a local agency.

(b) For purposes of this section, compensation and stipend shall not include amounts reimbursed for actual and
necessary expenses incurred by a member in the performance of the member’s official duties, including, but not
limited to, reimbursement of expenses relating to travel, meals, and lodging.

(Added by Stats. 2011, Ch. 91, Sec. 1. (AB 23) Effective January 1, 2012.)

  As used in this chapter, “action taken” means a collective decision made by a majority of the members of a
legislative body, a collective commitment or promise by a majority of the members of a legislative body to make a
positive or a negative decision, or an actual vote by a majority of the members of a legislative body when sitting as
a body or entity, upon a motion, proposal, resolution, order or ordinance.

(Added by Stats. 1961, Ch. 1671.)

  A local agency shall provide a copy of this chapter to any person elected or appointed to serve as a
member of a legislative body of the local agency.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 3. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

  (a) All meetings of the legislative body of a local agency shall be open and public, and all persons shall be
permitted to attend any meeting of the legislative body of a local agency, except as otherwise provided in this
chapter.

(b) (1) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the legislative body of a local agency may use teleconferencing
for the benefit of the public and the legislative body of a local agency in connection with any meeting or proceeding
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authorized by law. The teleconferenced meeting or proceeding shall comply with all otherwise applicable
requirements of this chapter and all otherwise applicable provisions of law relating to a specific type of meeting or
proceeding.

(2) Teleconferencing, as authorized by this section, may be used for all purposes in connection with any meeting
within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body. If the legislative body of a local agency elects to use
teleconferencing, the legislative body of a local agency shall comply with all of the following:

(A) All votes taken during a teleconferenced meeting shall be by rollcall.

(B) The teleconferenced meetings shall be conducted in a manner that protects the statutory and
constitutional rights of the parties or the public appearing before the legislative body of a local agency.

(C) The legislative body shall give notice of the meeting and post agendas as otherwise required by this
chapter.

(D) The legislative body shall allow members of the public to access the meeting and the agenda shall provide
an opportunity for members of the public to address the legislative body directly pursuant to Section 54954.3.

(3) If the legislative body of a local agency elects to use teleconferencing, it shall post agendas at all
teleconference locations. Each teleconference location shall be identified in the notice and agenda of the meeting
or proceeding, and each teleconference location shall be accessible to the public. During the teleconference, at
least a quorum of the members of the legislative body shall participate from locations within the boundaries of
the territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, except as expressly provided in this chapter.

(4) The teleconferencing requirements of this subdivision shall not apply to remote participation described in
subdivision (c).

(c) (1) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit a member of a legislative body with a disability from
participating in any meeting of the legislative body by remote participation as a reasonable accommodation
pursuant to any applicable law.

(2) A member of a legislative body participating in a meeting by remote participation pursuant to this subdivision
shall do both of the following:

(A) The member shall participate through both audio and visual technology, except that any member with a
disability, as defined in Section 12102 of Title 42 of the United States Code, may participate only through
audio technology if a physical condition related to their disability results in a need to participate off camera.

(B) The member shall disclose at the meeting before any action is taken, whether any other individuals 18
years of age or older are present in the room at the remote location with the member, and the general nature
of the member’s relationship with any of those individuals.

(3) Remote participation under this subdivision shall be treated as in-person attendance at the physical meeting
location for all purposes, including any requirement that a quorum of the legislative body participate from any
particular location. The provisions of subdivision (b) and Sections 54953.8 to 54953.8.7, inclusive, shall not apply
to remote participation under this subdivision.

(d) (1) No legislative body shall take action by secret ballot, whether preliminary or final.

(2) The legislative body of a local agency shall publicly report any action taken and the vote or abstention on that
action of each member present for the action.

(3) (A) Prior to taking final action, the legislative body shall orally report a summary of a recommendation for a
final action on the salaries, salary schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of either of the
following during the open meeting in which the final action is to be taken:

(i) A local agency executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1.

(ii) A department head or other similar administrative officer of the local agency.

(B) This paragraph shall not affect the public’s right under the California Public Records Act (Division 10
(commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1) to inspect or copy records created or received in the process
of developing the recommendation.

(e) For purposes of this section, both of the following definitions apply:
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(1) “Disability” means a physical disability or a mental disability as those terms are defined in Section 12926 and
used in Section 12926.1, or a disability as defined in Section 12102 of Title 42 of the United States Code.

(2) (A) “Teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative body, the members of which are in different locations,
connected by electronic means, through either audio or video, or both.

(B) Notwithstanding subparagraph (A), “teleconference” does not include one or more members watching or
listening to a meeting via webcasting or any other similar electronic medium that does not permit members to
interactively speak, discuss, or deliberate on matters.

(3) “Remote participation” means participation in a meeting by teleconference at a location other than any
physical meeting location designated in the notice of the meeting.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2023, Ch. 534, Sec. 2) by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 4. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

  The provisions of this chapter shall not be construed to prohibit the members of the legislative body of a
local agency from giving testimony in private before a grand jury, either as individuals or as a body.

(Added by Stats. 1979, Ch. 950.)

  All meetings of a legislative body of a local agency that are open and public shall meet the protections and
prohibitions contained in Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and the
federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof.

(Added by Stats. 2002, Ch. 300, Sec. 5. Effective January 1, 2003.)

  A member of the public shall not be required, as a condition to attendance at a meeting of a legislative
body of a local agency, to register his or her name, to provide other information, to complete a questionnaire, or
otherwise to fulfill any condition precedent to his or her attendance.

If an attendance list, register, questionnaire, or other similar document is posted at or near the entrance to the
room where the meeting is to be held, or is circulated to the persons present during the meeting, it shall state
clearly that the signing, registering, or completion of the document is voluntary, and that all persons may attend
the meeting regardless of whether a person signs, registers, or completes the document.

(Amended by Stats. 1981, Ch. 968, Sec. 28.)

  (a) The Legislature finds and declares that public access, including through translation of agendas as
required by this section, is necessary for an informed populace. The Legislature encourages local agencies to adopt
public access requirements that exceed the requirements of this chapter by translating additional languages,
employing human translators, and conducting additional outreach.

(b) (1) In addition to any other applicable requirements of this chapter, a meeting held by a eligible legislative body
pursuant to this chapter shall comply with both of the following requirements:

(A) (i) (I) (ia) All open and public meetings shall include an opportunity for members of the public to attend
via a two-way telephonic service or a two-way audiovisual platform, except if adequate telephonic or internet
service is not operational at the meeting location. If adequate telephonic or internet service is operational at
the meeting location during only a portion of the meeting, the legislative body shall include an opportunity for
members of the public to attend via a two-way telephonic service or a two-way audiovisual platform during
that portion of the meeting.

(ib) (Ia) On or before July 1, 2026, an eligible legislative body shall approve at a noticed public
meeting in open session, not on the consent calendar, a policy regarding disruption of telephonic or
internet service occurring during meetings subject to this sub-subclause. The policy shall address the
procedures for recessing and reconvening a meeting in the event of disruption and the efforts that the
eligible legislative body shall make to attempt to restore the service.

(Ib) If a disruption of telephonic or internet service that prevents members of the public from
attending or observing the meeting via the two-way telephonic service or two-way audiovisual
platform occurs during the meeting, the eligible legislative body shall recess the open session of
the meeting for at least one hour and make a good faith attempt to restore the service. The
eligible legislative body may meet in closed session during this period. The eligible legislative body
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shall not reconvene the open session of the meeting until at least one hour following the
disruption, or until telephonic or internet service is restored, whichever is earlier.

(Ic) Upon reconvening the open session, if telephonic or internet service has not been restored,
the eligible legislative body shall adopt a finding by rollcall vote that good faith efforts to restore
the telephonic or internet service have been made in accordance with the policy adopted pursuant
to sub-sub-subclause (Ia) and that the public interest in continuing the meeting outweighs the
public interest in remote public access.

(II) Subclause (I) does not apply to a meeting that is held to do any of the following:

(ia) Attend a judicial or administrative proceeding to which the local agency is a party.

(ib) Inspect real or personal property provided that the topic of the meeting is limited to items
directly related to the real or personal property.

(ic) Meet with elected or appointed officials of the United States or the State of California, solely to
discuss a legislative or regulatory issue affecting the local agency and over which the federal or state
officials have jurisdiction.

(id) Meet in or nearby a facility owned by the agency, provided that the topic of the meeting is limited
to items directly related to the facility.

(ie) Meet in an emergency situation pursuant to Section 54956.5.

(ii) If an eligible legislative body elects to provide a two-way audiovisual platform, the eligible legislative
body shall publicly post and provide a call-in option, and activate any automatic captioning function during
the meeting if an automatic captioning function is included with the two-way audiovisual platform. If an
eligible legislative body does not elect to provide a two-way audiovisual platform, the eligible legislative
body shall provide a two-way telephonic service for the public to participate in the meeting, pursuant to
subclause (I).

(B) (i) All open and public meetings for which attendance via a two-way telephonic service or a two-way
audiovisual platform is provided in accordance with paragraph (1) shall provide the public with an opportunity
to provide public comment in accordance with Section 54954.3 via the two-way telephonic or two-way
audiovisual platform, and ensure the opportunity for the members of the public participating via a two-way
telephonic or two-way audiovisual platform to provide public comment with the same time allotment as a
person attending a meeting in person.

(2) (A) An eligible legislative body shall reasonably assist members of the public who wish to translate a public
meeting into any language or wish to receive interpretation provided by another member of the public, so long as
the interpretation is not disrupting to the meeting, as defined in Section 54957.95. The eligible legislative body
shall publicize instructions on how to request assistance under this subdivision. Assistance may include any of the
following, as determined by the eligible legislative body:

(i) Arranging space for one or more interpreters at the meeting location.

(ii) Allowing extra time during the meeting for interpretation to occur.

(iii) Ensuring participants may utilize their personal equipment or reasonably access facilities for
participants to access commercially available interpretation services.

(B) This section does not require an eligible legislative body to provide interpretation of any public meeting,
however, an eligible legislative body may elect to provide interpretation of any public meeting.

(C) The eligible legislative body is not responsible for the content or accuracy of any interpretation facilitated,
assisted with, or provided under this subdivision. An action shall not be commenced or maintained against the
eligible legislative body arising from the content or accuracy of any interpretation facilitated, assisted with, or
provided under this subdivision.

(3) An eligible legislative body shall take the following actions to encourage residents, including those in
underrepresented communities and non-English-speaking communities, to participate in public meetings:

(A) Have in place a system for electronically accepting and fulfilling requests for meeting agendas and
documents pursuant to Section 54954.1 through email or through an integrated agenda management



platform. Information about how to make a request using this system shall be accessible through a prominent
direct link posted on the primary internet website home page of the eligible legislative body.

(B) (i) Create and maintain an accessible internet webpage dedicated to public meetings that includes, or
provides a link to, all of the following information:

(I) A general explanation of the public meeting process for the eligible legislative body.

(II) An explanation of the procedures for a member of the public to provide in-person or remote oral
public comment during a public meeting or to submit written public comment.

(III) A calendar of all public meeting dates with calendar listings that include the date, time, and location
of each public meeting.

(IV) The agenda posted online pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (a) of Section 54954.2.

(ii) The eligible legislative body shall include a link to the webpage required by subparagraph (A) on the
home page of the eligible legislative body’s internet website.

(C) (i) Make reasonable efforts, as determined by the legislative body, to invite groups that do not traditionally
participate in public meetings to attend those meetings, which may include, but are not limited to, all the
following:

(I) Media organizations that provide news coverage in the jurisdiction of the eligible legislative body,
including media organizations that serve non-English-speaking communities.

(II) Good government, civil rights, civic engagement, neighborhood, and community group
organizations, or similar organizations that are active in the jurisdiction of the eligible legislative body,
including organizations active in non-English-speaking communities.

(ii) Legislative bodies shall have broad discretion in the choice of reasonable efforts they make under this
subparagraph. No action shall be commenced or maintained against an eligible legislative body arising from
failing to provide public meeting information to any specific group pursuant to this subparagraph.

(c) (1) (A) The agenda for each meeting of an eligible legislative body shall be translated into all applicable
languages, and each translation shall be posted in accordance with Section 54954.2. Each translation shall include
instructions in the applicable language describing how to join the meeting by the telephonic or internet-based
service option, including any requirements for registration for public comment.

(B) The accessible internet webpage provided under subparagraph (B) of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) shall
be translated into all applicable languages, and each translation shall be accessible through a prominent direct
link posted on the primary internet website home page of the eligible legislative body.

(2) A translation made using a digital translation service shall satisfy the requirements of paragraph (1).

(3) The eligible legislative body shall make available a physical location that is freely accessible to the public in
reasonable proximity to the physical location in which the agenda and translations are posted as described in
paragraph (1), and shall allow members of the public to post additional translations of the agenda in that
location.

(4) The eligible legislative body is not responsible for the content or accuracy of any translation provided pursuant
to this subdivision. No action shall be commenced or maintained against an eligible legislative body arising from
the content, accuracy, posting, or removal of any translation provided by the eligible legislative body or posted by
any person pursuant to this subdivision.

(5) For the purposes of this section, the agenda does not include the entire agenda packet.

(d) This section shall not be construed to affect or supersede any other applicable civil rights, nondiscrimination, or
public access laws.

(e) For purposes of this section, all of the following definitions apply:

(1) (A) “Applicable languages” means languages, according to data from the most recent American Community
Survey, spoken jointly by 20 percent or more of the applicable population, provided that 20 percent or more of
the population that speaks that language in that city or county speaks English less than “very well.”

(B) For the purposes of subparagraph (A), the applicable population shall be determined as follows:
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(i) For an eligible legislative body that is a city council or county board of supervisors, the applicable
population shall be the population of the city or county.

(ii) For an eligible legislative body of a special district, the applicable population shall be either of the
following, at the discretion of the board of directors of the special district:

(I) The population of the county with the greatest population within the boundaries of the special
district.

(II) The population of the service area of the special district, if the special district has the data to
determine what languages spoken by the population within its service area meet the requirements of
paragraph (A).

(C) If more than three languages meet the criteria set forth in subparagraph (A), “applicable languages” shall
mean the three languages described in subparagraph (A) that are spoken by the largest percentage of the
population.

(D) An eligible legislative body may elect to determine the applicable languages based upon a source other
than the most recent American Community Survey if it makes a finding, based upon substantial evidence, that
the other source provides equally or more reliable data for the territory over which the eligible legislative body
exercises jurisdiction.

(2) “Eligible legislative body” means any of the following:

(A) A city council of a city with a population of 30,000 or more.

(B) A county board of supervisors of a county, or city and county, with a population of 30,000 or more.

(C) A city council of a city located in a county with a population of 600,000 or more.

(D) The board of directors of a special district that has an internet website and meets any of the following
conditions:

(i) The boundaries of the special district include the entirety of a county with a population of 600,000 or
more, and the special district has over 200 full-time equivalent employees.

(ii) The special district has over 1,000 full-time equivalent employees.

(iii) The special district has annual revenues, based on the most recent Financial Transaction Report data
published by the California State Controller, that exceed four hundred million dollars ($400,000,000),
adjusted annually for inflation commencing January 1, 2027, as measured by the percentage change in the
California Consumer Price Index from January 1 of the prior year to January 1 of the current year, and the
special district employs over 200 full-time equivalent employees.

(3) “Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that provides participants with the ability to
participate in a meeting via both an interactive video conference and a two-way telephonic service.

(4) “Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone service that does not require internet access and allows
participants to dial a telephone number to listen and verbally participate.

(f) This section shall become operative on July 1, 2026.

(g) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that date is repealed.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 5. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026. Operative July 1, 2026, by its own provisions.
Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own provisions.)

  (a) Any person attending an open and public meeting of a legislative body of a local agency shall have the
right to record the proceedings in the absence of a reasonable finding by the legislative body of the local agency
that the recording cannot continue without noise, illumination, or obstruction of view that constitutes, or would
constitute, a persistent disruption of the proceedings.

(b) Any recording of an open and public meeting made for whatever purpose by or at the direction of the local
agency shall be subject to inspection pursuant to the California Public Records Act (Division 10 (commencing with
Section 7920.000) of Title 1), but, notwithstanding Section 34090, may be erased or destroyed 30 days after the
recording. Any inspection of an audio or video recording shall be provided without charge on equipment made
available by the local agency.
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(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 6. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

  No legislative body of a local agency shall prohibit or otherwise restrict the broadcast of its open and
public meetings in the absence of a reasonable finding that the broadcast cannot be accomplished without noise,
illumination, or obstruction of view that would constitute a persistent disruption of the proceedings.

(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 32, Sec. 6. Effective March 30, 1994. Operative April 1, 1994, by Sec. 23 of Ch. 32.)

  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, legislative bodies of local agencies may impose requirements
upon themselves which allow greater access to their meetings than prescribed by the minimal standards set forth in
this chapter. In addition thereto, an elected legislative body of a local agency may impose those requirements on
appointed legislative bodies of the local agency.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 7. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

  (a) The legislative body of a local agency may use teleconferencing as authorized by subdivision (b) of
Section 54953 without complying with the requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Section 54953 in any
of the circumstances described in Sections 54953.8.1 to 54953.8.7, inclusive.

(b) A legislative body that holds a teleconference meeting pursuant to this section shall, in addition to any other
applicable requirements of this chapter, comply with all of the following:

(1) The legislative body shall provide at least one of the following as a means by which the public may remotely
hear and visually observe the meeting, and remotely address the legislative body:

(A) A two-way audiovisual platform.

(B) A two-way telephonic service and a live webcasting of the meeting.

(2) In each instance in which notice of the time of the teleconference meeting held pursuant to this section is
otherwise given or the agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, the legislative body shall also give notice of
the means by which members of the public may access the meeting and offer public comment. The agenda shall
identify and include an opportunity for all persons to attend via a call-in option or an internet-based service
option.

(3) In the event of a disruption that prevents the legislative body from broadcasting the meeting to members of
the public using the call-in option or internet-based service option, or in the event of a disruption within the local
agency’s control that prevents members of the public from offering public comments using the call-in option or
internet-based service option, the legislative body shall take no further action on items appearing on the meeting
agenda until public access to the meeting via the call-in option or internet-based service option is restored.
Actions taken on agenda items during a disruption that prevents the legislative body from broadcasting the
meeting may be challenged pursuant to Section 54960.1.

(4) The legislative body shall not require public comments to be submitted in advance of the meeting and must
provide an opportunity for the public to address the legislative body and offer comment in real time.

(5) Notwithstanding Section 54953.3, an individual desiring to provide public comment through the use of an
internet website, or other online platform, not under the control of the local legislative body, that requires
registration to log in to a teleconference may be required to register as required by the third-party internet
website or online platform to participate.

(6) (A) A legislative body that provides a timed public comment period for each agenda item shall not close the
public comment period for the agenda item, or the opportunity to register, pursuant to paragraph (5), to provide
public comment until that timed public comment period has elapsed.

(B) A legislative body that does not provide a timed public comment period, but takes public comment
separately on each agenda item, shall allow a reasonable amount of time per agenda item to allow public
members the opportunity to provide public comment, including time for members of the public to register
pursuant to paragraph (5), or otherwise be recognized for the purpose of providing public comment.

(C) A legislative body that provides a timed general public comment period that does not correspond to a
specific agenda item shall not close the public comment period or the opportunity to register, pursuant to
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paragraph (5), until the timed general public comment period has elapsed.

(7) Any member of the legislative body who participates in a teleconference meeting from a remote location
pursuant to this section and the specific provision of law that the member relied upon to permit their participation
by teleconferencing shall be listed in the minutes of the meeting.

(8) The legislative body shall have and implement a procedure for receiving and swiftly resolving requests for
reasonable accommodation for individuals with disabilities, consistent with the federal Americans with Disabilities
Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and resolving any doubt in favor of accessibility. In each instance in which
notice of the time of the meeting is otherwise given or the agenda for the meeting is otherwise posted, the
legislative body shall also give notice of the procedure for receiving and resolving requests for accommodation.

(9) The legislative body shall conduct meetings subject to this chapter consistent with applicable civil rights and
nondiscrimination laws.

(c) A local agency shall identify and make available to legislative bodies a list of one or more meeting locations that
may be available for use by the legislative bodies to conduct their meetings.

(d) (1) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a legislative body from providing the public with additional
teleconference locations.

(2) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a legislative body from providing the public with additional physical
locations in which the public may observe and address the legislative body by electronic means.

(e) A member of a legislative body who participates in a teleconference meeting from a remote location pursuant to
this section shall publicly disclose at the meeting before any action is taken whether any other individuals 18 years
of age or older are present in the room at the remote location with the member, and the general nature of the
member’s relationship with those individuals.

(f) The teleconferencing provisions described in Section 54953 and Sections 54953.8.1 to 54953.8.7, inclusive, are
cumulative. A legislative body may elect to use any teleconferencing provisions that are applicable to a meeting,
regardless of whether any other teleconferencing provisions would also be applicable to that meeting.

(g) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Remote location” means a location from which a member of a legislative body participates in a meeting
pursuant to paragraph (7) of subdivision (b), other than any physical meeting location designated in the notice of
the meeting. Remote locations need not be accessible to the public.

(2) “Teleconference” means a meeting of a legislative body, the members of which are in different locations,
connected by electronic means, through either audio or video, or both.

(3) “Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that provides participants with the ability to
participate in a meeting via both an interactive video conference and a two-way telephonic service. A two-way
audiovisual platform may be structured to disable the use of video for the public participants.

(4) “Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone service that does not require internet access and allows
participants to dial a telephone number to listen and verbally participate.

(5) “Webcasting” means a streaming video broadcast online or on television, using streaming media technology
to distribute a single content source to many simultaneous listeners and viewers.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 8. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

  (a) A health authority may conduct a teleconference meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8, provided that
it complies with the requirements of that section.

(b) Nothing in this section or Section 54953.8 shall be construed as discouraging health authority members from
regularly meeting at a common physical site within the jurisdiction of the authority or from using teleconference
locations within or near the jurisdiction of the authority.

(c) For purposes of this section, a health authority means any entity created pursuant to Sections 14018.7,
14087.31, 14087.35, 14087.36, 14087.38, and 14087.9605 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, any joint powers
authority created pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 for the purpose
of contracting pursuant to Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code, and any advisory committee to a
county-sponsored health plan licensed pursuant to Chapter 2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) of Division 2 of
the Health and Safety Code if the advisory committee has 12 or more members.
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(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 9. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

  (a) A legislative body of a local agency may conduct a teleconference meeting pursuant to Section
54953.8 during a proclaimed state of emergency or local emergency, provided that it complies with the
requirements of that section and the teleconferencing is used in either of the following circumstances:

(1) For the purpose of determining, by majority vote, whether as a result of the emergency, meeting in person
would present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees.

(2) After a determination described in paragraph (1) is made that, as a result of the emergency, meeting in
person would present imminent risks to the health or safety of attendees.

(b) If the state of emergency or local emergency remains active, in order to continue to teleconference pursuant to
this section, the legislative body shall, no later than 45 days after teleconferencing for the first time pursuant to
this section, and every 45 days thereafter, make the following findings by majority vote:

(1) The legislative body has reconsidered the circumstances of the state of emergency or local emergency.

(2) The state of emergency or local emergency continues to directly impact the ability of the members to meet
safely in person.

(c) This section shall not be construed to require the legislative body to provide a physical location from which the
public may attend or comment.

(d) Notwithstanding paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of Section 54953.8, a legislative body conducting a
teleconference meeting pursuant to this section may elect to use a two-way telephonic service without a live
webcasting of the meeting.

(e) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Local emergency” means a condition of extreme peril to persons or property proclaimed by the governing
body of the local agency affected, in accordance with Section 8630 of the California Emergency Services Act
(Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 8550) of Division 1 of Title 2), as defined in Section 8680.9, or a local
health emergency declared pursuant to Section 101080 of the Health and Safety Code. Local emergency, as used
in this section, refers only to local emergencies in the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency
exercises jurisdiction.

(2) “State of emergency” means state of emergency proclaimed pursuant to Section 8625 of the California
Emergency Services Act (Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 8550) of Division 1 of Title 2).

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 10. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

  (a) A legislative body of a local agency may conduct a teleconference meeting pursuant to Section
54953.8 if, during the teleconference meeting, at least a quorum of the members of the legislative body
participates in person from a singular physical location clearly identified on the agenda, which location shall be open
to the public and situated within the boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction,
provided that the legislative body complies with the requirements of Section 54953.8 and all of the following
additional requirements:

(1) A member of the legislative body notifies the legislative body at the earliest opportunity possible, including at
the start of a regular meeting, of their need to participate remotely for just cause, including a general description
of the circumstances relating to their need to appear remotely at the given meeting.

(2) The member shall participate through both audio and visual technology.

(3) (A) The provisions of this subdivision shall not serve as a means for any member of a legislative body to
participate in meetings of the legislative body solely by teleconference from a remote location for just cause for
more than the following number of meetings, as applicable:

(i) Two meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets once per month or less.

(ii) Five meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets twice per month.
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(iii) Seven meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets three or more times per month.

(B) For the purpose of counting meetings attended by teleconference under this paragraph, a “meeting” shall
be defined as any number of meetings of the legislative body of a local agency that begin on the same
calendar day.

(b) The minutes for the meeting shall identify the specific provision in subdivision (c) that each member relied upon
to participate remotely. This subdivision shall not be construed to require the member to disclose any medical
diagnosis or disability, or any personal medical information that is otherwise exempt under existing law, including,
but not limited to, the Confidentiality of Medical Information Act (Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 56) of Part
2.6 of Division 1 of the Civil Code).

(c) For purposes of this section, “just cause” means any of the following:

(1) Childcare or caregiving need of a child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, sibling, spouse, or domestic partner
that requires them to participate remotely. “Child,” “parent,” “grandparent,” “grandchild,” and “sibling” have the
same meaning as those terms do in Section 12945.2.

(2) A contagious illness that prevents a member from attending in person.

(3) A need related to a physical or mental condition that is not subject to subdivision (c) of Section 54953.

(4) Travel while on official business of the legislative body or another state or local agency.

(5) An immunocompromised child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, sibling, spouse, or domestic partner of the
member that requires the member to participate remotely.

(6) A physical or family medical emergency that prevents a member from attending in person.

(7) Military service obligations that result in a member being unable to attend in person because they are serving
under official written orders for active duty, drill, annual training, or any other duty required as a member of the
California National Guard or a United States Military Reserve organization that requires the member to be at least
50 miles outside the boundaries of the local agency.

(d) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that date is repealed.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 11. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own
provisions.)

  (a) An eligible neighborhood council may conduct a teleconference meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8,
provided that it complies with the requirements of that section and all of the following have occurred:

(1) (A) The city council for a city described in paragraph (2) of subdivision (b) considers whether to adopt a
resolution to authorize eligible neighborhood councils to use teleconferencing as described in this section at an
open and regular meeting.

(B) If the city council adopts a resolution described in subparagraph (A), an eligible neighborhood council may
elect to use teleconferencing pursuant to this section if a majority of the eligible neighborhood council votes to
do so. The eligible neighborhood council shall notify the city council if it elects to use teleconferencing pursuant
to this section and its justification for doing so.

(C) Upon receiving notification from an eligible neighborhood council described in subparagraph (B), the city
council may adopt a resolution to prohibit the eligible neighborhood council from using teleconferencing
pursuant to this section.

(2) After completing the requirements of subparagraph (A) of paragraph (1), an eligible neighborhood council
that holds a meeting pursuant to this subdivision shall do all of the following:

(A) At least a quorum of the members of the eligible neighborhood council shall participate from locations
within the boundaries of the city in which the eligible neighborhood council is established.

(B) At least once per year, at least a quorum of the members of the eligible neighborhood council shall
participate in person from a singular physical location that is open to the public and within the boundaries of
the eligible neighborhood council.
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(3) If the meeting is during regular business hours of the offices of the city council member that represents the
area that includes the eligible neighborhood council, the eligible neighborhood council shall provide a publicly
accessible physical location from which the public may attend or comment, which shall be the offices of the city
council member who represents the area where the eligible neighborhood council is located, unless the eligible
neighborhood council identifies an alternative location.

(4) If the meeting is outside regular business hours, the eligible neighborhood council shall make reasonable
efforts to accommodate any member of the public that requests an accommodation to participate in the meeting.

(b) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Accommodation” means providing a publicly accessible physical location for the member of the public to
participate from, providing access to technology necessary to participate in the meeting, or identifying locations
or resources available that could provide the member of the public with an opportunity to participate in the
meeting.

(2) “Eligible neighborhood council” means a neighborhood council that is an advisory body with the purpose to
promote more citizen participation in government and make government more responsive to local needs that is
established pursuant to the charter of a city with a population of more than 3,000,000 people that is subject to
this chapter.

(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that date is repealed.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 12. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own
provisions.)

  (a) An eligible community college student organization may conduct a teleconference meeting pursuant
to Section 54953.8, provided that it complies with the requirements of that section and all of the following
additional requirements:

(1) An eligible community college student organization may only use teleconferencing as described in Section
54953.8 after all the following have occurred:

(A) The board of trustees for a community college district considers whether to adopt a resolution to authorize
eligible community college student organizations to use teleconferencing as described in this section at an
open and regular meeting.

(B) If the board of trustees for a community college district adopts a resolution described in subparagraph (A),
an eligible community college student organization may elect to use teleconferencing pursuant to this section if
a majority of the eligible community college student organization votes to do so. The eligible community
college student organization shall notify the board of trustees if it elects to use teleconferencing pursuant to
this section and its justification for doing so.

(C) Upon receiving notification from an eligible community college student organization as described in
subparagraph (B), the board of trustees may adopt a resolution to prohibit the eligible community college
student organization from using teleconferencing pursuant to this section.

(D) (i) Except as specified in clause (ii), at least a quorum of the members of the eligible community college
student organization shall participate from a singular physical location that is accessible to the public and is
within the community college district in which the eligible community college student organization is
established.

(ii) The requirements described in clause (i) shall not apply to the California Online Community College.

(iii) Notwithstanding the requirements of clause (i), a person may count toward the establishment of a
quorum pursuant to clause (i) regardless of whether the person is participating at the in-person location of
the meeting or remotely if the person meets any of the following criteria:

(I) The person is under 18 years of age.

(II) The person is incarcerated.
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(III) The person is unable to disclose the location that they are participating from because of either of
the following circumstances:

(ia) The person has been issued a protective court order, including, but not limited to, a domestic
violence restraining order.

(ib) The person is participating in a program that has to remain confidential, including, but not limited
to, an independent living program.

(IV) The person provides childcare or caregiving to a child, parent, grandparent, grandchild, sibling,
spouse, or domestic partner that requires them to participate remotely. For purposes of this subclause,
“child,” “parent,” “grandparent,” “grandchild,” and “sibling” have the same meaning as those terms are
defined in Section 12945.2.

(2) An eligible community college student organization that holds a meeting by teleconference as described in
Section 54953.8 shall do the following, as applicable:

(A) (i) Except as specified in subparagraph (B), if the meeting is during regular business hours of the offices of
the board of trustees of the community college district, the eligible community college student organization
shall provide a publicly accessible physical location from which the public may attend or comment, which shall
be the offices of the board of trustees of the community college district, unless the eligible community college
student organization identifies an alternative location.

(ii) Except as specified in subparagraph (B), if the meeting is outside regular business hours, the eligible
community college student organization shall make reasonable efforts to accommodate any member of the
public that requests an accommodation to participate in the meeting. For the purposes of this
subparagraph, “accommodation” means providing a publicly accessible physical location for the member of
the public to participate from, providing access to technology necessary to participate in the meeting, or
identifying locations or resources available that could provide the member of the public with an opportunity
to participate in the meeting.

(B) The requirements described in subparagraph (A) shall not apply to the California Online Community
College.

(b) For purposes of this section, “eligible community college student organization” means a student body
association organized pursuant to Section 76060 of the Education Code, or any other student-run community
college organization that is required to comply with the meeting requirements of this chapter, that is in any
community college recognized within the California Community Colleges system and includes the Student Senate
for California Community Colleges.

(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that date is repealed.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 13. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own
provisions.)

  (a) An eligible subsidiary body may conduct a teleconference meeting pursuant to Section 54953.8,
provided that it complies with the requirements of that section and all of the following additional requirements:

(1) The eligible subsidiary body shall designate one physical meeting location within the boundaries of the
legislative body that created the eligible subsidiary body where members of the subsidiary body who are not
participating remotely shall be present and members of the public may physically attend, observe, hear, and
participate in the meeting. At least one staff member of the eligible subsidiary body or the legislative body that
created the eligible subsidiary body shall be present at the physical meeting location during the meeting. The
eligible subsidiary body shall post the agenda at the physical meeting location, but need not post the agenda at a
remote location.

(2) (A) A member of the eligible subsidiary body shall visibly appear on camera during the open portion of a
meeting that is publicly accessible via the internet or other online platform, except if the member has a physical
or mental condition not subject to subdivision (c) of Section 54953 that results in a need to participate off
camera.

(B) The visual appearance of a member of the eligible subsidiary body on camera may cease only when the
appearance would be technologically infeasible, including, but not limited to, when the member experiences a
lack of reliable broadband or internet connectivity that would be remedied by joining without video.
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(C) If a member of the eligible subsidiary body does not appear on camera due to challenges with internet
connectivity, the member shall announce the reason for their nonappearance prior to turning off their camera.

(3) An elected official serving as a member of an eligible subsidiary body in their official capacity shall not
participate in a meeting of the eligible subsidiary body by teleconferencing pursuant to this section unless the use
of teleconferencing complies with the requirements of paragraph (3) of subdivision (b) of Section 54953.

(4) (A) In order to use teleconferencing pursuant to this section, the legislative body that established the eligible
subsidiary body by charter, ordinance, resolution, or other formal action shall make the following findings by
majority vote before the eligible subsidiary body uses teleconferencing pursuant to this section for the first time,
and every six months thereafter:

(i) The legislative body has considered the circumstances of the eligible subsidiary body.

(ii) Teleconference meetings of the eligible subsidiary body would enhance public access to meetings of the
eligible subsidiary body, and the public has been made aware of the type of remote participation, including
audio-visual or telephonic, that will be made available at a regularly scheduled meeting and has been
provided the opportunity to comment at an in-person meeting of the legislative body authorizing the
subsidiary body to meet entirely remotely.

(iii) Teleconference meetings of the eligible subsidiary body would promote the attraction, retention, and
diversity of eligible subsidiary body members.

(B) (i) An eligible subsidiary body authorized to use teleconferencing pursuant to this section may request to
present any recommendations it develops to the legislative body that created it.

(ii) Upon receiving a request described in clause (i), the legislative body that created the subsidiary body
shall hold a discussion at a regular meeting held within 60 days after the legislative body receives the
request, or if the legislative body does not have another regular meeting scheduled within 60 days after the
legislative body receives the request, at the next regular meeting after the request is received.

(iii) The discussion required by clause (ii) shall not be placed on a consent calendar, but may be combined
with the legislative body’s subsequent consideration of the findings described in subparagraph (A) for the
following 12 months.

(iv) The legislative body shall not take any action on any recommendations included in the report of a
subsidiary body until the next regular meeting of the legislative body following the discussion described in
clause (ii).

(C) After the legislative body makes the findings described in subparagraph (A), the eligible subsidiary body
shall approve the use of teleconferencing by majority vote before using teleconference pursuant to this
section.

(D) The legislative body that created the eligible subsidiary body may elect to prohibit the eligible subsidiary
body from using teleconferencing pursuant to this section at any time.

(b) (1) For purposes of this section, “eligible subsidiary body” means a legislative body that meets all of the
following:

(A) Is described in subdivision (b) of Section 54952.

(B) Serves exclusively in an advisory capacity.

(C) Is not authorized to take final action on legislation, regulations, contracts, licenses, permits, or any other
entitlements, grants, or allocations of funds.

(D) Does not have primary subject matter jurisdiction, as defined by the charter, an ordinance, a resolution, or
any formal action of the legislative body that created the subsidiary body, that focuses on elections, budgets,
police oversight, privacy, removing from, or restricting access to, materials available in public libraries, or
taxes or related spending proposals.

(2) An eligible subsidiary body may include members who are elected officials, members who are not elected
officials, or any combination thereof.

(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that date is repealed.
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(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 14. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own
provisions.)

  (a) An eligible multijurisdictional body may conduct a teleconference meeting pursuant to Section
54953.8, provided that it complies with the requirements of that section and all of the following additional
requirements:

(1) The eligible multijurisdictional body has adopted a resolution that authorizes the eligible multijurisdictional
body to use teleconferencing pursuant to this section at a regular meeting in open session.

(2) At least a quorum of the members of the eligible multijurisdictional body shall participate from one or more
physical locations that are open to the public and within the boundaries of the territory over which the local
agency exercises jurisdiction.

(3) A member of the eligible multijurisdictional body who receives compensation for their service on the eligible
multijurisdictional body shall participate from a physical location that is open to the public. For purposes of this
paragraph, “compensation” does not include reimbursement for actual and necessary expenses.

(4) A member of the eligible multijurisdictional body may participate from a remote location provided that:

(A) The eligible multijurisdictional body identifies each member of the eligible multijurisdictional body who
plans to participate remotely in the agenda.

(B) The member shall participate through both audio and visual technology.

(5) A member of the eligible multijurisdictional body shall not participate in a meeting remotely pursuant to this
section, unless the location from which the member participates is more than 20 miles each way from any
physical location of the meeting described in paragraph (2).

(6) The provisions of this section shall not serve as a means for any member of a legislative body to participate in
meetings of the legislative body solely by teleconference from a remote location for more than the following
number of meetings, as applicable:

(A) Two meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets once per month or less.

(B) Five meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets twice per month.

(C) Seven meetings per year, if the legislative body regularly meets three or more times per month.

(D) For the purpose of counting meetings attended by teleconference under this paragraph, a “meeting” shall
be defined as any number of meetings of the legislative body of a local agency that begin on the same
calendar day.

(b) For the purposes of this section, both of the following definitions apply:

(1) “Eligible multijurisdictional body” means a multijurisdictional board, commission, or advisory body of a
multijurisdictional, cross-county agency, the membership of which board, commission, or advisory body is
appointed, and the board, commission, or advisory body is otherwise subject to this chapter.

(2) “Multijurisdictional” means either of the following:

(A) A legislative body that includes representatives from more than one county, city, city and county, or special
district.

(B) A legislative body of a joint powers entity formed pursuant to an agreement entered into in accordance
with Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1.

(c) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that date is repealed.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 15. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026. Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own
provisions.)
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  (a) Each legislative body of a local agency, except for advisory committees or standing committees, shall
provide, by ordinance, resolution, bylaws, or by whatever other rule is required for the conduct of business by that
body, the time and place for holding regular meetings. Meetings of advisory committees or standing committees,
for which an agenda is posted at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section
54954.2, shall be considered for purposes of this chapter as regular meetings of the legislative body.

(b) Regular and special meetings of the legislative body shall be held within the boundaries of the territory over
which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, except to do any of the following:

(1) Comply with state or federal law or court order, or attend a judicial or administrative proceeding to which the
local agency is a party.

(2) Inspect real or personal property which cannot be conveniently brought within the boundaries of the territory
over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction provided that the topic of the meeting is limited to items
directly related to the real or personal property.

(3) Participate in meetings or discussions of multiagency significance that are outside the boundaries of a local
agency’s jurisdiction. However, any meeting or discussion held pursuant to this subdivision shall take place within
the jurisdiction of one of the participating local agencies and be noticed by all participating agencies as provided
for in this chapter.

(4) Meet in the closest meeting facility if the local agency has no meeting facility within the boundaries of the
territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction, or at the principal office of the local agency if that
office is located outside the territory over which the agency exercises jurisdiction.

(5) Meet outside their immediate jurisdiction with elected or appointed officials of the United States or the State
of California when a local meeting would be impractical, solely to discuss a legislative or regulatory issue affecting
the local agency and over which the federal or state officials have jurisdiction.

(6) Meet outside their immediate jurisdiction if the meeting takes place in or nearby a facility owned by the
agency, provided that the topic of the meeting is limited to items directly related to the facility.

(7) Visit the office of the local agency’s legal counsel for a closed session on pending litigation held pursuant to
Section 54956.9, when to do so would reduce legal fees or costs.

(c) Meetings of the governing board of a school district shall be held within the district, except under the
circumstances enumerated in subdivision (b), or to do any of the following:

(1) Attend a conference on nonadversarial collective bargaining techniques.

(2) Interview members of the public residing in another district with reference to the trustees’ potential
employment of an applicant for the position of the superintendent of the district.

(3) Interview a potential employee from another district.

(d) Meetings of a joint powers authority shall occur within the territory of at least one of its member agencies, or as
provided in subdivision (b). However, a joint powers authority which has members throughout the state may meet
at any facility in the state which complies with the requirements of Section 54961.

(e) If, by reason of fire, flood, earthquake, or other emergency, it shall be unsafe to meet in the place designated,
the meetings shall be held for the duration of the emergency at the place designated by the presiding officer of the
legislative body or his or her designee in a notice to the local media that have requested notice pursuant to Section
54956, by the most rapid means of communication available at the time.

(Amended by Stats. 2004, Ch. 257, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2005.)

  Any person may request that a copy of the agenda, or a copy of all the documents constituting the agenda
packet, of any meeting of a legislative body be mailed to that person. If a local agency has an internet website, the
legislative body or its designee shall email a copy of, or website link to, the agenda or a copy of all the documents
constituting the agenda packet if the person requests that the item or items be delivered by email. If the local
agency determines it is technologically infeasible to send a copy of all documents constituting the agenda packet or
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a link to a website that contains the documents by email or by other electronic means, the legislative body or its
designee shall send by mail a copy of the agenda or a website link to the agenda and mail a copy of all other
documents constituting the agenda packet in accordance with the mailing requirements established pursuant to this
section. If requested, the agenda and documents in the agenda packet shall be made available in appropriate
alternative formats to persons with a disability, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of
1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof. Upon
receipt of the written request, the legislative body or its designee shall cause the requested materials to be mailed
at the time the agenda is posted pursuant to Section 54954.2 and 54956 or upon distribution to all, or a majority of
all, of the members of a legislative body, whichever occurs first. Any request for mailed copies of agendas or
agenda packets shall be valid for the calendar year in which it is filed, and must be renewed following January 1 of
each year. The legislative body may establish a fee for mailing the agenda or agenda packet, which fee shall not
exceed the cost of providing the service. Failure of the requesting person to receive the agenda or agenda packet
pursuant to this section shall not constitute grounds for invalidation of the actions of the legislative body taken at
the meeting for which the agenda or agenda packet was not received.

(Amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 763, Sec. 1. (SB 274) Effective January 1, 2022.)

  (a) (1) At least 72 hours before a regular meeting, the legislative body of the local agency, or its designee,
shall post an agenda that meets all of the following requirements:

(A) The agenda shall contain a brief general description of each item of business to be transacted or discussed
at the meeting, including items to be discussed in closed session. A brief general description of an item
generally need not exceed 20 words.

(B) The agenda shall specify the time and location of the regular meeting and shall be posted in a location that
is freely accessible to members of the public and on the local agency’s internet website, if the local agency has
one.

(C) (i) If requested, the agenda shall be made available in appropriate alternative formats to persons with a
disability, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132),
and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof.

(ii) The agenda shall include information regarding how, to whom, and when a request for disability-related
modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, may be made by a person with a
disability who requires a modification or accommodation in order to participate in the public meeting.

(2) For a meeting occurring on and after January 1, 2019, of a legislative body of a city, county, city and county,
special district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state that has an internet website, the
following provisions shall apply:

(A) An online posting of an agenda shall be posted on the primary internet website home page of a city,
county, city and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state that is
accessible through a prominent, direct link to the current agenda. The direct link to the agenda shall not be in
a contextual menu; however, a link in addition to the direct link to the agenda may be accessible through a
contextual menu.

(B) An online posting of an agenda, including, but not limited to, an agenda posted in an integrated agenda
management platform, shall be posted in an open format that meets all of the following requirements:

(i) Retrievable, downloadable, indexable, and electronically searchable by commonly used internet search
applications.

(ii) Platform independent and machine readable.

(iii) Available to the public free of charge and without any restriction that would impede the reuse or
redistribution of the agenda.

(C) A legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision
established by the state that has an internet website and an integrated agenda management platform shall not
be required to comply with subparagraph (A) if all of the following are met:
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(i) A direct link to the integrated agenda management platform shall be posted on the primary internet
website home page of a city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision
established by the state. The direct link to the integrated agenda management platform shall not be in a
contextual menu. When a person clicks on the direct link to the integrated agenda management platform,
the direct link shall take the person directly to an internet website with the agendas of the legislative body
of a city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision established by the
state.

(ii) The integrated agenda management platform may contain the prior agendas of a legislative body of a
city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state
for all meetings occurring on or after January 1, 2019.

(iii) The current agenda of the legislative body of a city, county, city and county, special district, school
district, or political subdivision established by the state shall be the first agenda available at the top of the
integrated agenda management platform.

(iv) All agendas posted in the integrated agenda management platform shall comply with the requirements
in clauses (i), (ii), and (iii) of subparagraph (B).

(D) The provisions of this paragraph shall not apply to a political subdivision of a local agency that was
established by the legislative body of the city, county, city and county, special district, school district, or
political subdivision established by the state.

(E) For purposes of this paragraph, both of the following definitions apply:

(1) “Integrated agenda management platform” means an internet website of a city, county, city and county,
special district, school district, or political subdivision established by the state dedicated to providing the entirety
of the agenda information for the legislative body of the city, county, city and county, special district, school
district, or political subdivision established by the state to the public.

(2) “Legislative body” means a legislative body that meets the definition of subdivision (a) of Section 54952.

(3) No action or discussion shall be undertaken on any item not appearing on the posted agenda, except that
members of a legislative body or its staff may briefly respond to statements made or questions posed by persons
exercising their public testimony rights under Section 54954.3. In addition, on their own initiative or in response
to questions posed by the public, a member of a legislative body or its staff may ask a question for clarification,
make a brief announcement, or make a brief report on their own activities. Furthermore, a member of a
legislative body, or the body itself, subject to rules or procedures of the legislative body, may provide a reference
to staff or other resources for factual information, request staff to report back to the body at a subsequent
meeting concerning any matter, or take action to direct staff to place a matter of business on a future agenda.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), the legislative body may take action on items of business not appearing on the
posted agenda under any of the conditions stated below. Prior to discussing any item pursuant to this subdivision,
the legislative body shall publicly identify the item.

(1) Upon a determination by a majority vote of the legislative body that an emergency situation exists, as defined
in Section 54956.5.

(2) Upon a determination by a two-thirds vote of the members of the legislative body present at the meeting, or,
if less than two-thirds of the members are present, a unanimous vote of those members present, that there is a
need to take immediate action and that the need for action came to the attention of the local agency subsequent
to the agenda being posted as specified in subdivision (a).

(3) The item was posted pursuant to subdivision (a) for a prior meeting of the legislative body occurring not more
than five calendar days prior to the date action is taken on the item, and at the prior meeting the item was
continued to the meeting at which action is being taken.

(c) This section is necessary to implement and reasonably within the scope of paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of
Section 3 of Article I of the California Constitution.

(d) For purposes of subdivision (a), the requirement that the agenda be posted on the local agency’s internet
website, if the local agency has one, shall only apply to a legislative body that meets either of the following
standards:

(1) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (a) of Section 54952.
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(2) A legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (b) of Section 54952, if the members of the
legislative body are compensated for their appearance, and if one or more of the members of the legislative body
are also members of a legislative body as that term is defined by subdivision (a) of Section 54952.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2023, Ch. 131, Sec. 92) by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 16. (SB 707) Effective January 1,
2026.)

  (a) (1) Every agenda for regular meetings shall provide an opportunity for members of the public to
directly address the legislative body on any item of interest to the public, before or during the legislative body’s
consideration of the item, that is within the subject matter jurisdiction of the legislative body, provided that no
action shall be taken on any item not appearing on the agenda unless the action is otherwise authorized by
subdivision (b) of Section 54954.2.

(2) (A) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the agenda need not provide an opportunity for members of the public to
address the legislative body on any item that has already been considered by a committee, composed exclusively
of members of the legislative body, at a public meeting wherein all interested members of the public were
afforded the opportunity to address the committee on the item, before or during the committee’s consideration of
the item.

(B) Subparagraph (A) shall not apply if any of the following conditions are met:

(i) The item has been substantially changed since the committee heard the item, as determined by the
legislative body.

(ii) When considering the item, a quorum of the committee members did not participate from a singular
physical location, that was clearly identified on the agenda, open to the public, and situated within the
boundaries of the territory over which the local agency exercises jurisdiction.

(iii) The committee has primary subject matter jurisdiction, as defined by the charter, an ordinance, a
resolution, or any formal action of the legislative body that created the subsidiary body, that focuses on
elections, budgets, police oversight, privacy, removing from, or restricting access to, materials available in
public libraries, or taxes or related spending proposals. This clause shall not apply to an item if the local
agency has adopted a law applicable to the meeting of the committee at which the item that was
considered prohibits the committee from placing a limit on the total amount of time for public comment on
the item.

(3) Every notice for a special meeting shall provide an opportunity for members of the public to directly address
the legislative body concerning any item that has been described in the notice for the meeting before or during
consideration of that item.

(b) (1) The legislative body of a local agency may adopt reasonable regulations to ensure that the intent of
subdivision (a) is carried out, including, but not limited to, regulations limiting the total amount of time allocated
for public testimony on particular issues and for each individual speaker.

(2) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), when the legislative body of a local agency limits time for public comment,
the legislative body of a local agency shall provide at least twice the allotted time to a member of the public who
utilizes a translator to ensure that non-English speakers receive the same opportunity to directly address the
legislative body of a local agency.

(3) Paragraph (2) shall not apply if the legislative body of a local agency utilizes simultaneous translation
equipment in a manner that allows the legislative body of a local agency to hear the translated public testimony
simultaneously.

(c) The legislative body of a local agency shall not prohibit public criticism of the policies, procedures, programs, or
services of the agency, or of the acts or omissions of the legislative body. Nothing in this subdivision shall confer
any privilege or protection for expression beyond that otherwise provided by law.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 17. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

  (a) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that Section 12 of Chapter 641 of the Statutes of 1986,
authorizing reimbursement to local agencies and school districts for costs mandated by the state pursuant to that
act, shall be interpreted strictly. The intent of the Legislature is to provide reimbursement for only those costs
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54954.5.

which are clearly and unequivocally incurred as the direct and necessary result of compliance with Chapter 641 of
the Statutes of 1986.

(b) In this regard, the Legislature directs all state employees and officials involved in reviewing or authorizing
claims for reimbursement, or otherwise participating in the reimbursement process, to rigorously review each claim
and authorize only those claims, or parts thereof, which represent costs which are clearly and unequivocally
incurred as the direct and necessary result of compliance with Chapter 641 of the Statutes of 1986 and for which
complete documentation exists. For purposes of Section 54954.2, costs eligible for reimbursement shall only
include the actual cost to post a single agenda for any one meeting.

(c) The Legislature hereby finds and declares that complete, faithful, and uninterrupted compliance with the Ralph
M. Brown Act (Chapter 9 (commencing with Section 54950) of Part 1 of Division 2 of Title 5 of the Government
Code) is a matter of overriding public importance. Unless specifically stated, no future Budget Act, or related
budget enactments, shall, in any manner, be interpreted to suspend, eliminate, or otherwise modify the legal
obligation and duty of local agencies to fully comply with Chapter 641 of the Statutes of 1986 in a complete,
faithful, and uninterrupted manner.

(Added by Stats. 1991, Ch. 238, Sec. 1.)

  For purposes of describing closed session items pursuant to Section 54954.2, the agenda may describe
closed sessions as provided below. No legislative body or elected official shall be in violation of Section 54954.2 or
54956 if the closed session items were described in substantial compliance with this section. Substantial compliance
is satisfied by including the information provided below, irrespective of its format.

(a) With respect to a closed session held pursuant to Section 54956.7:

LICENSE/PERMIT DETERMINATION

Applicant(s): (Specify number of applicants)

(b) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session pursuant to Section 54956.8:

CONFERENCE WITH REAL PROPERTY NEGOTIATORS

Property: (Specify street address, or if no street address, the parcel number or other unique reference, of the real
property under negotiation)

Agency negotiator: (Specify names of negotiators attending the closed session) (If circumstances necessitate the
absence of a specified negotiator, an agent or designee may participate in place of the absent negotiator so long as
the name of the agent or designee is announced at an open session held prior to the closed session.)

Negotiating parties: (Specify name of party (not agent))

Under negotiation: (Specify whether instruction to negotiator will concern price, terms of payment, or both)

(c) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session pursuant to Section 54956.9:

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL—EXISTING LITIGATION

(Paragraph (1) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9)

Name of case: (Specify by reference to claimant’s name, names of parties, case or claim numbers)

or

Case name unspecified: (Specify whether disclosure would jeopardize service of process or existing settlement
negotiations)

CONFERENCE WITH LEGAL COUNSEL—ANTICIPATED LITIGATION

Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to paragraph (2) or (3) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9: (Specify
number of potential cases)

(In addition to the information noticed above, the agency may be required to provide additional information on the
agenda or in an oral statement prior to the closed session pursuant to paragraphs (2) to (5), inclusive, of
subdivision (e) of Section 54956.9.)

Initiation of litigation pursuant to paragraph (4) of subdivision (d) of Section 54956.9: (Specify number of potential
cases)

(d) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session pursuant to Section 54956.95:

LIABILITY CLAIMS

Claimant: (Specify name unless unspecified pursuant to Section 54961)

Agency claimed against: (Specify name)
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(e) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session pursuant to Section 54957:

THREAT TO PUBLIC SERVICES OR FACILITIES

Consultation with: (Specify name of law enforcement agency and title of officer, or name of applicable agency
representative and title)

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT

Title: (Specify description of position to be filled)

PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT

Title: (Specify description of position to be filled)

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE PERFORMANCE EVALUATION

Title: (Specify position title of employee being reviewed)

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE DISCIPLINE/DISMISSAL/RELEASE

(No additional information is required in connection with a closed session to consider discipline, dismissal, or
release of a public employee. Discipline includes potential reduction of compensation.)

(f) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session pursuant to Section 54957.6:

CONFERENCE WITH LABOR NEGOTIATORS

Agency designated representatives: (Specify names of designated representatives attending the closed session) (If
circumstances necessitate the absence of a specified designated representative, an agent or designee may
participate in place of the absent representative so long as the name of the agent or designee is announced at an
open session held prior to the closed session.)

Employee organization: (Specify name of organization representing employee or employees in question)

or

Unrepresented employee: (Specify position title of unrepresented employee who is the subject of the negotiations)

(g) With respect to closed sessions called pursuant to Section 54957.8:

CASE REVIEW/PLANNING

(No additional information is required in connection with a closed session to consider case review or planning.)

(h) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session pursuant to Sections 1461, 32106, and
32155 of the Health and Safety Code or Sections 37606 and 37624.3 of the Government Code:

REPORT INVOLVING TRADE SECRET

Discussion will concern: (Specify whether discussion will concern proposed new service, program, or facility)

Estimated date of public disclosure: (Specify month and year)

HEARINGS

Subject matter: (Specify whether testimony/deliberation will concern staff privileges, report of medical audit
committee, or report of quality assurance committee)

(i) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session pursuant to Section 54956.86:

CHARGE OR COMPLAINT INVOLVING INFORMATION PROTECTED BY FEDERAL LAW

(No additional information is required in connection with a closed session to discuss a charge or complaint pursuant
to Section 54956.86.)

(j) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session pursuant to Section 54956.96:

CONFERENCE INVOLVING A JOINT POWERS AGENCY (Specify by name)

Discussion will concern: (Specify closed session description used by the joint powers agency)

Name of local agency representative on joint powers agency board: (Specify name)

(Additional information listing the names of agencies or titles of representatives attending the closed session as
consultants or other representatives.)

(k) With respect to every item of business to be discussed in closed session pursuant to Section 54956.75:

AUDIT BY CALIFORNIA STATE AUDITOR’S OFFICE

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 759, Sec. 6.1. (AB 2690) Effective January 1, 2013.)



54954.6.  (a) (1) Before adopting any new or increased general tax or any new or increased assessment, the
legislative body of a local agency shall conduct at least one public meeting at which local officials shall allow public
testimony regarding the proposed new or increased general tax or new or increased assessment in addition to the
noticed public hearing at which the legislative body proposes to enact or increase the general tax or assessment.

For purposes of this section, the term “new or increased assessment” does not include any of the following:

(A) A fee that does not exceed the reasonable cost of providing the services, facilities, or regulatory activity for
which the fee is charged.

(B) A service charge, rate, or charge, unless a special district’s principal act requires the service charge, rate,
or charge to conform to the requirements of this section.

(C) An ongoing annual assessment if it is imposed at the same or lower amount as any previous year.

(D) An assessment that does not exceed an assessment formula or range of assessments previously specified
in the notice given to the public pursuant to subparagraph (G) of paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) and that was
previously adopted by the agency or approved by the voters in the area where the assessment is imposed.

(E) Standby or immediate availability charges.

(2) The legislative body shall provide at least 45 days’ public notice of the public hearing at which the legislative
body proposes to enact or increase the general tax or assessment. The legislative body shall provide notice for
the public meeting at the same time and in the same document as the notice for the public hearing, but the
meeting shall occur prior to the hearing.

(b) (1) The joint notice of both the public meeting and the public hearing required by subdivision (a) with respect to
a proposal for a new or increased general tax shall be accomplished by placing a display advertisement of at least
one-eighth page in a newspaper of general circulation for three weeks pursuant to Section 6063 and by a first-class
mailing to those interested parties who have filed a written request with the local agency for mailed notice of public
meetings or hearings on new or increased general taxes. The public meeting pursuant to subdivision (a) shall take
place no earlier than 10 days after the first publication of the joint notice pursuant to this subdivision. The public
hearing shall take place no earlier than seven days after the public meeting pursuant to this subdivision.
Notwithstanding paragraph (2) of subdivision (a), the joint notice need not include notice of the public meeting
after the meeting has taken place. The public hearing pursuant to subdivision (a) shall take place no earlier than 45
days after the first publication of the joint notice pursuant to this subdivision. Any written request for mailed
notices shall be effective for one year from the date on which it is filed unless a renewal request is filed. Renewal
requests for mailed notices shall be filed on or before April 1 of each year. The legislative body may establish a
reasonable annual charge for sending notices based on the estimated cost of providing the service.

(2) The notice required by paragraph (1) of this subdivision shall include, but not be limited to, the following:

(A) The amount or rate of the tax. If the tax is proposed to be increased from any previous year, the joint
notice shall separately state both the existing tax rate and the proposed tax rate increase.

(B) The activity to be taxed.

(C) The estimated amount of revenue to be raised by the tax annually.

(D) The method and frequency for collecting the tax.

(E) The dates, times, and locations of the public meeting and hearing described in subdivision (a).

(F) The telephone number and address of an individual, office, or organization that interested persons may
contact to receive additional information about the tax.

(c) (1) The joint notice of both the public meeting and the public hearing required by subdivision (a) with respect to
a proposal for a new or increased assessment on real property or businesses shall be accomplished through a
mailing, postage prepaid, in the United States mail and shall be deemed given when so deposited. The public
meeting pursuant to subdivision (a) shall take place no earlier than 10 days after the joint mailing pursuant to this
subdivision. The public hearing shall take place no earlier than seven days after the public meeting pursuant to this
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subdivision. The envelope or the cover of the mailing shall include the name of the local agency and the return
address of the sender. This mailed notice shall be in at least 10-point type and shall be given to all property owners
or business owners proposed to be subject to the new or increased assessment by a mailing by name to those
persons whose names and addresses appear on the last equalized county assessment roll, the State Board of
Equalization assessment roll, or the local agency’s records pertaining to business ownership, as the case may be.

(2) The joint notice required by paragraph (1) of this subdivision shall include, but not be limited to, the
following:

(A) In the case of an assessment proposed to be levied on property, the estimated amount of the assessment
per parcel. In the case of an assessment proposed to be levied on businesses, the proposed method and basis
of levying the assessment in sufficient detail to allow each business owner to calculate the amount of
assessment to be levied against each business. If the assessment is proposed to be increased from any
previous year, the joint notice shall separately state both the amount of the existing assessment and the
proposed assessment increase.

(B) A general description of the purpose or improvements that the assessment will fund.

(C) The address to which property owners may mail a protest against the assessment.

(D) The telephone number and address of an individual, office, or organization that interested persons may
contact to receive additional information about the assessment.

(E) A statement that a majority protest will cause the assessment to be abandoned if the assessment act used
to levy the assessment so provides. Notice shall also state the percentage of protests required to trigger an
election, if applicable.

(F) The dates, times, and locations of the public meeting and hearing described in subdivision (a).

(G) A proposed assessment formula or range as described in subparagraph (D) of paragraph (1) of subdivision
(a) if applicable and that is noticed pursuant to this section.

(3) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), in the case of an assessment that is proposed exclusively for operation and
maintenance expenses imposed throughout the entire local agency, or exclusively for operation and maintenance
assessments proposed to be levied on 50,000 parcels or more, notice may be provided pursuant to this
subdivision or pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) and shall include the estimated amount of the
assessment of various types, amounts, or uses of property and the information required by subparagraphs (B) to
(G), inclusive, of paragraph (2) of subdivision (c).

(4) Notwithstanding paragraph (1), in the case of an assessment proposed to be levied pursuant to Part 2
(commencing with Section 22500) of Division 2 of the Streets and Highways Code by a regional park district,
regional park and open-space district, or regional open-space district formed pursuant to Article 3 (commencing
with Section 5500) of Chapter 3 of Division 5 of, or pursuant to Division 26 (commencing with Section 35100) of,
the Public Resources Code, notice may be provided pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (b).

(d) The notice requirements imposed by this section shall be construed as additional to, and not to supersede,
existing provisions of law, and shall be applied concurrently with the existing provisions so as to not delay or
prolong the governmental decisionmaking process.

(e) This section shall not apply to any new or increased general tax or any new or increased assessment that
requires an election of either of the following:

(1) The property owners subject to the assessment.

(2) The voters within the local agency imposing the tax or assessment.

(f) Nothing in this section shall prohibit a local agency from holding a consolidated meeting or hearing at which the
legislative body discusses multiple tax or assessment proposals.

(g) The local agency may recover the reasonable costs of public meetings, public hearings, and notice required by
this section from the proceeds of the tax or assessment. The costs recovered for these purposes, whether
recovered pursuant to this subdivision or any other provision of law, shall not exceed the reasonable costs of the
public meetings, public hearings, and notice.

(h) Any new or increased assessment that is subject to the notice and hearing provisions of Article XIII C or XIII D
of the California Constitution is not subject to the notice and hearing requirements of this section.



54955.

54955.1.

54956.

54956.5.

(Amended by Stats. 2011, Ch. 382, Sec. 3.5. (SB 194) Effective January 1, 2012.)

  The legislative body of a local agency may adjourn any regular, adjourned regular, special or adjourned
special meeting to a time and place specified in the order of adjournment. Less than a quorum may so adjourn
from time to time. If all members are absent from any regular or adjourned regular meeting the clerk or secretary
of the legislative body may declare the meeting adjourned to a stated time and place and he shall cause a written
notice of the adjournment to be given in the same manner as provided in Section 54956 for special meetings,
unless such notice is waived as provided for special meetings. A copy of the order or notice of adjournment shall be
conspicuously posted on or near the door of the place where the regular, adjourned regular, special or adjourned
special meeting was held within 24 hours after the time of the adjournment. When a regular or adjourned regular
meeting is adjourned as provided in this section, the resulting adjourned regular meeting is a regular meeting for
all purposes. When an order of adjournment of any meeting fails to state the hour at which the adjourned meeting
is to be held, it shall be held at the hour specified for regular meetings by ordinance, resolution, bylaw, or other
rule.

(Amended by Stats. 1959, Ch. 647.)

  Any hearing being held, or noticed or ordered to be held, by a legislative body of a local agency at any
meeting may by order or notice of continuance be continued or recontinued to any subsequent meeting of the
legislative body in the same manner and to the same extent set forth in Section 54955 for the adjournment of
meetings; provided, that if the hearing is continued to a time less than 24 hours after the time specified in the
order or notice of hearing, a copy of the order or notice of continuance of hearing shall be posted immediately
following the meeting at which the order or declaration of continuance was adopted or made.

(Added by Stats. 1965, Ch. 469.)

  (a) (1) A special meeting may be called at any time by the presiding officer of the legislative body of a local
agency, or by a majority of the members of the legislative body, by delivering written notice to each member of the
legislative body and to each local newspaper of general circulation and radio or television station requesting notice
in writing and posting a notice on the local agency’s internet website, if the local agency has one. The notice shall
be delivered personally or by any other means and shall be received at least 24 hours before the time of the
meeting as specified in the notice. The call and notice shall specify the time and place of the special meeting and
the business to be transacted or discussed. No other business shall be considered at these meetings by the
legislative body. The written notice may be dispensed with as to any member who at or prior to the time the
meeting convenes files with the clerk or secretary of the legislative body a written waiver of notice. The waiver may
be given by telephone or electronic mail. The written notice may also be dispensed with as to any member who is
actually present at the meeting at the time it convenes.

(2) The call and notice shall be posted at least 24 hours prior to the special meeting in a location that is freely
accessible to members of the public.

(b) Notwithstanding any other law, a legislative body shall not call a special meeting regarding the salaries, salary
schedules, or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits, of the legislative body or of a local agency
executive, as defined in subdivision (d) of Section 3511.1. However, this subdivision does not apply to a local
agency calling a special meeting to discuss the local agency’s budget.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 18. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

  (a) For purposes of this section, “emergency situation” means both of the following:

(1) An emergency, which shall be defined as a work stoppage, crippling activity, or other activity that severely
impairs public health, safety, or both, as determined by a majority of the members of the legislative body.

(2) A dire emergency, which shall be defined as a crippling disaster, mass destruction, terrorist act, or threatened
terrorist activity that poses peril so immediate and significant that requiring a legislative body to provide one-
hour notice before holding an emergency meeting under this section may endanger the public health, safety, or
both, as determined by a majority of the members of the legislative body.

(b) (1) Subject to paragraph (2), in the case of an emergency situation involving matters upon which prompt action
is necessary due to the disruption or threatened disruption of public facilities, a legislative body may hold an
emergency meeting without complying with either the 24-hour notice requirement or the 24-hour posting
requirement of Section 54956 or both of the notice and posting requirements.
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54956.6.

54956.7.

54956.75.

(2) Each local newspaper of general circulation and radio or television station that has requested notice of special
meetings pursuant to Section 54956 shall be notified by the presiding officer of the legislative body, or designee
thereof, one hour prior to the emergency meeting, or, in the case of a dire emergency, at or near the time that
the presiding officer or designee notifies the members of the legislative body of the emergency meeting.

(A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), the notice required by this paragraph shall be given by telephone
and all telephone numbers provided in the most recent request of a newspaper or station for notification of
special meetings shall be exhausted. In the event that telephone services are not functioning, the notice
requirements of this paragraph shall be deemed waived, and the legislative body, or designee of the legislative
body, shall notify those newspapers, radio stations, or television stations of the fact of the holding of the
emergency meeting, the purpose of the meeting, and any action taken at the meeting as soon after the
meeting as possible.

(B) For an emergency meeting held pursuant to this section, the presiding officer of the legislative body, or
designee thereof, may send the notifications required by this paragraph by email instead of by telephone, as
provided in subparagraph (A), to all local newspapers of general circulation, and radio or television stations,
that have requested those notifications by email, and all email addresses provided by representatives of those
newspapers or stations shall be exhausted. In the event that internet services and telephone services are not
functioning, the notice requirements of this paragraph shall be deemed waived, and the legislative body, or
designee of the legislative body, shall notify those newspapers, radio stations, or television stations of the fact
of the holding of the emergency meeting, the purpose of the meeting, and any action taken at the meeting as
soon after the meeting as possible.

(c) During a meeting held pursuant to this section, the legislative body may meet in closed session pursuant to
Section 54957 if agreed to by a two-thirds vote of the members of the legislative body present, or, if less than two-
thirds of the members are present, by a unanimous vote of the members present.

(d) All special meeting requirements, as prescribed in Section 54956 shall be applicable to a meeting called
pursuant to this section, with the exception of the 24-hour notice requirement.

(e) The minutes of a meeting called pursuant to this section, a list of persons who the presiding officer of the
legislative body, or designee of the legislative body, notified or attempted to notify, a copy of the rollcall vote, and
any actions taken at the meeting shall be posted for a minimum of 10 days in a public place as soon after the
meeting as possible.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 19. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

  No fees may be charged by the legislative body of a local agency for carrying out any provision of this
chapter, except as specifically authorized by this chapter.

(Added by Stats. 1980, Ch. 1284.)

  Whenever a legislative body of a local agency determines that it is necessary to discuss and determine
whether an applicant for a license or license renewal, who has a criminal record, is sufficiently rehabilitated to
obtain the license, the legislative body may hold a closed session with the applicant and the applicant’s attorney, if
any, for the purpose of holding the discussion and making the determination. If the legislative body determines, as
a result of the closed session, that the issuance or renewal of the license should be denied, the applicant shall be
offered the opportunity to withdraw the application. If the applicant withdraws the application, no record shall be
kept of the discussions or decisions made at the closed session and all matters relating to the closed session shall
be confidential. If the applicant does not withdraw the application, the legislative body shall take action at the
public meeting during which the closed session is held or at its next public meeting denying the application for the
license but all matters relating to the closed session are confidential and shall not be disclosed without the consent
of the applicant, except in an action by an applicant who has been denied a license challenging the denial of the
license.

(Added by Stats. 1982, Ch. 298, Sec. 1.)

  (a) Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the legislative body of a local agency
that has received a confidential final draft audit report from the Bureau of State Audits from holding closed sessions
to discuss its response to that report.

(b) After the public release of an audit report by the Bureau of State Audits, if a legislative body of a local agency
meets to discuss the audit report, it shall do so in an open session unless exempted from that requirement by some
other provision of law.
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54956.81.

54956.86.

54956.87.

(Added by Stats. 2004, Ch. 576, Sec. 4. Effective January 1, 2005.)

  Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a legislative body of a local agency may hold a closed
session with its negotiator prior to the purchase, sale, exchange, or lease of real property by or for the local agency
to grant authority to its negotiator regarding the price and terms of payment for the purchase, sale, exchange, or
lease.

However, prior to the closed session, the legislative body of the local agency shall hold an open and public session
in which it identifies its negotiators, the real property or real properties which the negotiations may concern, and
the person or persons with whom its negotiators may negotiate.

For purposes of this section, negotiators may be members of the legislative body of the local agency.

For purposes of this section, “lease” includes renewal or renegotiation of a lease.

Nothing in this section shall preclude a local agency from holding a closed session for discussions regarding eminent
domain proceedings pursuant to Section 54956.9.

(Amended by Stats. 1998, Ch. 260, Sec. 3. Effective January 1, 1999.)

  Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a legislative body of a local agency that invests
pension funds may hold a closed session to consider the purchase or sale of particular, specific pension fund
investments. All investment transaction decisions made during the closed session shall be made by rollcall vote
entered into the minutes of the closed session as provided in subdivision (a) of Section 54957.2.

(Added by Stats. 2004, Ch. 533, Sec. 20. Effective January 1, 2005.)

  Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, a legislative body of a local agency which provides
services pursuant to Section 14087.3 of the Welfare and Institutions Code may hold a closed session to hear a
charge or complaint from a member enrolled in its health plan if the member does not wish to have his or her
name, medical status, or other information that is protected by federal law publicly disclosed. Prior to holding a
closed session pursuant to this section, the legislative body shall inform the member, in writing, of his or her right
to have the charge or complaint heard in an open session rather than a closed session.

(Added by Stats. 1996, Ch. 182, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 1997.)

  (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, the records of a health plan that is licensed
pursuant to the Knox-Keene Health Care Service Plan Act of 1975 (Chapter 2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) of
Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code) and that is governed by a county board of supervisors, whether paper
records, records maintained in the management information system, or records in any other form, that relate to
provider rate or payment determinations, allocation or distribution methodologies for provider payments, formulas
or calculations for these payments, and contract negotiations with providers of health care for alternative rates are
exempt from disclosure for a period of three years after the contract is fully executed. The transmission of the
records, or the information contained therein in an alternative form, to the board of supervisors shall not constitute
a waiver of exemption from disclosure, and the records and information once transmitted to the board of
supervisors shall be subject to this same exemption.

(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the governing board of a health plan that is licensed pursuant to the
Knox-Keene Health Care Service Plan Act of 1975 (Chapter 2.2 (commencing with Section 1340) of Division 2 of the
Health and Safety Code) and that is governed by a county board of supervisors may order that a meeting held
solely for the purpose of discussion or taking action on health plan trade secrets, as defined in subdivision (f), shall
be held in closed session. The requirements of making a public report of action taken in closed session, and the
vote or abstention of every member present, may be limited to a brief general description without the information
constituting the trade secret.

(c) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, the governing board of a health plan may meet in closed session to
consider and take action on matters pertaining to contracts and contract negotiations by the health plan with
providers of health care services concerning all matters related to rates of payment. The governing board may
delete the portion or portions containing trade secrets from any documents that were finally approved in the closed
session held pursuant to subdivision (b) that are provided to persons who have made the timely or standing
request.

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed as preventing the governing board from meeting in closed session as
otherwise provided by law.
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54956.9.

(e) The provisions of this section shall not prevent access to any records by the Joint Legislative Audit Committee in
the exercise of its powers pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 10500) of Chapter 4 of Part 2 of Division
2 of Title 2. The provisions of this section also shall not prevent access to any records by the Department of
Managed Health Care in the exercise of its powers pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 1340) of Chapter
2.2 of Division 2 of the Health and Safety Code.

(f) For purposes of this section, “health plan trade secret” means a trade secret, as defined in subdivision (d) of
Section 3426.1 of the Civil Code, that also meets both of the following criteria:

(1) The secrecy of the information is necessary for the health plan to initiate a new service, program, marketing
strategy, business plan, or technology, or to add a benefit or product.

(2) Premature disclosure of the trade secret would create a substantial probability of depriving the health plan of
a substantial economic benefit or opportunity.

(Amended by Stats. 2015, Ch. 190, Sec. 65. (AB 1517) Effective January 1, 2016.)

  (a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent a legislative body of a local agency, based on
advice of its legal counsel, from holding a closed session to confer with, or receive advice from, its legal counsel
regarding pending litigation when discussion in open session concerning those matters would prejudice the position
of the local agency in the litigation.

(b) For purposes of this chapter, all expressions of the lawyer-client privilege other than those provided in this
section are hereby abrogated. This section is the exclusive expression of the lawyer-client privilege for purposes of
conducting closed-session meetings pursuant to this chapter.

(c) For purposes of this section, “litigation” includes any adjudicatory proceeding, including eminent domain, before
a court, administrative body exercising its adjudicatory authority, hearing officer, or arbitrator.

(d) For purposes of this section, litigation shall be considered pending when any of the following circumstances
exist:

(1) Litigation, to which the local agency is a party, has been initiated formally.

(2) A point has been reached where, in the opinion of the legislative body of the local agency on the advice of its
legal counsel, based on existing facts and circumstances, there is a significant exposure to litigation against the
local agency.

(3) Based on existing facts and circumstances, the legislative body of the local agency is meeting only to decide
whether a closed session is authorized pursuant to paragraph (2).

(4) Based on existing facts and circumstances, the legislative body of the local agency has decided to initiate or is
deciding whether to initiate litigation.

(e) For purposes of paragraphs (2) and (3) of subdivision (d), “existing facts and circumstances” shall consist only
of one of the following:

(1) Facts and circumstances that might result in litigation against the local agency but which the local agency
believes are not yet known to a potential plaintiff or plaintiffs, which facts and circumstances need not be
disclosed.

(2) Facts and circumstances, including, but not limited to, an accident, disaster, incident, or transactional
occurrence that might result in litigation against the agency and that are known to a potential plaintiff or
plaintiffs, which facts or circumstances shall be publicly stated on the agenda or announced.

(3) The receipt of a claim pursuant to the Government Claims Act (Division 3.6 (commencing with Section 810) of
Title 1 of the Government Code) or some other written communication from a potential plaintiff threatening
litigation, which claim or communication shall be available for public inspection pursuant to Section 54957.5.

(4) A statement made by a person in an open and public meeting threatening litigation on a specific matter within
the responsibility of the legislative body.

(5) A statement threatening litigation made by a person outside an open and public meeting on a specific matter
within the responsibility of the legislative body so long as the official or employee of the local agency receiving
knowledge of the threat makes a contemporaneous or other record of the statement prior to the meeting, which
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record shall be available for public inspection pursuant to Section 54957.5. The records so created need not
identify the alleged victim of unlawful or tortious sexual conduct or anyone making the threat on their behalf, or
identify a public employee who is the alleged perpetrator of any unlawful or tortious conduct upon which a threat
of litigation is based, unless the identity of the person has been publicly disclosed.

(f) Nothing in this section shall require disclosure of written communications that are privileged and not subject to
disclosure pursuant to the California Public Records Act (Division 10 (commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title
1).

(g) Prior to holding a closed session pursuant to this section, the legislative body of the local agency shall state on
the agenda or publicly announce the paragraph of subdivision (d) that authorizes the closed session. If the session
is closed pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (d), the body shall state the title of or otherwise specifically
identify the litigation to be discussed, unless the body states that to do so would jeopardize the agency’s ability to
effectuate service of process upon one or more unserved parties, or that to do so would jeopardize its ability to
conclude existing settlement negotiations to its advantage.

(h) A local agency shall be considered to be a “party” or to have a “significant exposure to litigation” if an officer or
employee of the local agency is a party or has significant exposure to litigation concerning prior or prospective
activities or alleged activities during the course and scope of that office or employment, including litigation in which
it is an issue whether an activity is outside the course and scope of the office or employment.

(Amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 615, Sec. 206. (AB 474) Effective January 1, 2022. Operative January 1, 2023, pursuant to Sec.
463 of Stats. 2021, Ch. 615.)

  (a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent a joint powers agency formed pursuant to Article
1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1, for purposes of insurance pooling, or a local
agency member of the joint powers agency, from holding a closed session to discuss a claim for the payment of tort
liability losses, public liability losses, or workers’ compensation liability incurred by the joint powers agency or a
local agency member of the joint powers agency.

(b) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the Local Agency Self-Insurance Authority formed
pursuant to Chapter 5.5 (commencing with Section 6599.01) of Division 7 of Title 1, or a local agency member of
the authority, from holding a closed session to discuss a claim for the payment of tort liability losses, public liability
losses, or workers’ compensation liability incurred by the authority or a local agency member of the authority.

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to affect Section 54956.9 with respect to any other local agency.

(Added by Stats. 1989, Ch. 882, Sec. 3.)

  (a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the legislative body of a joint powers agency
formed pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1, from adopting a
policy or a bylaw or including in its joint powers agreement provisions that authorize either or both of the following:

(1) All information received by the legislative body of the local agency member in a closed session related to the
information presented to the joint powers agency in closed session shall be confidential. However, a member of
the legislative body of a local agency member may disclose information obtained in a closed session that has
direct financial or liability implications for that local agency to the following individuals:

(A) Legal counsel of that local agency member for purposes of obtaining advice on whether the matter has
direct financial or liability implications for that local agency member.

(B) Other members of the legislative body of the local agency present in a closed session of that local agency
member.

(2) Any designated alternate member of the legislative body of the joint powers agency who is also a member of
the legislative body of a local agency member and who is attending a properly noticed meeting of the joint
powers agency in lieu of a local agency member’s regularly appointed member to attend closed sessions of the
joint powers agency.

(b) (1) In addition to the authority described in subdivision (a), the Clean Power Alliance of Southern California, or
its successor entity, may adopt a policy or a bylaw or include in its joint powers agreement a provision that
authorizes both of the following:

(A) A designated alternate member of the legislative body of the Clean Power Alliance of Southern California,
or its successor entity, who is not a member of the legislative body of a local agency member and who is
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attending a properly noticed meeting of the Clean Power Alliance of Southern California, or its successor entity,
in lieu of a local agency member’s regularly appointed member, to attend closed sessions of the Clean Power
Alliance of Southern California, or its successor entity.

(B) All information that is received by a designated alternate member of the legislative body of the Clean
Power Alliance of Southern California, or its successor entity, who is not a member of the legislative body of a
local agency member, and that is presented to the Clean Power Alliance of Southern California, or its successor
entity, in closed session, shall be confidential. However, the designated alternate member may disclose
information obtained in a closed session that has direct financial or liability implications for the local agency
member for which the designated alternate member attended the closed session, to the following individuals:

(i) Legal counsel of that local agency member for purposes of obtaining advice on whether the matter has
direct financial or liability implications for that local agency member.

(ii) Members of the legislative body of the local agency present in a closed session of that local agency
member.

(2) If the Clean Power Alliance of Southern California, or its successor entity, adopts a policy or bylaw or includes
in its joint powers agreement a provision authorized pursuant to paragraph (1), the Clean Power Alliance of
Southern California, or its successor entity, shall establish policies to prevent conflicts of interest and to address
breaches of confidentiality that apply to a designated alternate member who is not a member of the legislative
body of a local agency member who attends a closed session of the Clean Power Alliance of Southern California,
or its successor entity.

(c) If the legislative body of a joint powers agency adopts a policy or a bylaw or includes provisions in its joint
powers agreement pursuant to subdivision (a) or (b), then the legislative body of the local agency member, upon
the advice of its legal counsel, may conduct a closed session in order to receive, discuss, and take action
concerning information obtained in a closed session of the joint powers agency pursuant to paragraph (1) of
subdivision (a) or paragraph (1) of subdivision (b).

(d) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2030, and as of that date is repealed.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2019, Ch. 248, Sec. 1) by Stats. 2024, Ch. 24, Sec. 1. (AB 1852) Effective January 1, 2025.
Repealed as of January 1, 2030, by its own provisions. See later operative version, as amended by Sec. 2 of Stats. 2024, Ch.
24.)

  (a) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the legislative body of a joint powers agency
formed pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1, from adopting a
policy or a bylaw or including in its joint powers agreement provisions that authorize either or both of the following:

(1) All information received by the legislative body of the local agency member in a closed session related to the
information presented to the joint powers agency in closed session shall be confidential. However, a member of
the legislative body of a local agency member may disclose information obtained in a closed session that has
direct financial or liability implications for that local agency to the following individuals:

(A) Legal counsel of that local agency member for purposes of obtaining advice on whether the matter has
direct financial or liability implications for that local agency member.

(B) Other members of the legislative body of the local agency present in a closed session of that local agency
member.

(2) A designated alternate member of the legislative body of the joint powers agency who is also a member of
the legislative body of a local agency member and who is attending a properly noticed meeting of the joint
powers agency in lieu of a local agency member’s regularly appointed member to attend closed sessions of the
joint powers agency.

(b) If the legislative body of a joint powers agency adopts a policy or a bylaw or includes provisions in its joint
powers agreement pursuant to subdivision (a), then the legislative body of the local agency member, upon the
advice of its legal counsel, may conduct a closed session in order to receive, discuss, and take action concerning
information obtained in a closed session of the joint powers agency pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (a).

(c) This section shall become operative on January 1, 2030.

(Amended (as added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 248, Sec. 2) by Stats. 2024, Ch. 24, Sec. 2. (AB 1852) Effective January 1, 2025.
Section operative January 1, 2030, by its own provisions.)
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  Notwithstanding any provision of law, the governing board, or a committee of the governing board, of a
public bank, as defined in Section 57600 of the Government Code, may meet in closed session to consider and take
action on matters pertaining to all of the following:

(a) A loan or investment decision.

(b) A decision of the internal audit committee, the compliance committee, or the governance committee.

(c) A meeting with a state or federal regulator.

(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 442, Sec. 14. (AB 857) Effective January 1, 2020.)

  (a) For purposes of this section, the following definitions shall apply:

(1) “Shareholder, member, or owner local agency” or “shareholder, member, or owner” means a local agency that
is a shareholder of a public bank.

(2) “Public bank” has the same meaning as defined in Section 57600.

(b) The governing board of a public bank may adopt a policy or a bylaw or include in its governing documents
provisions that authorize any of the following:

(1) All information received by a shareholder, member, or owner of the public bank in a closed session related to
the information presented to the governing board of a public bank in closed session shall be confidential.
However, a member of the governing board of a shareholder, member, or owner local agency may disclose
information obtained in a closed session that has direct financial or liability implications for that local agency to
the following individuals:

(A) Legal counsel of that shareholder, member, or owner local agency for purposes of obtaining advice on
whether the matter has direct financial or liability implications for that shareholder local agency.

(B) Other members of the governing board of the local agency present in a closed session of that shareholder,
member, or owner local agency.

(2) A designated alternate member of the governing board of the public bank who is also a member of the
governing board of a shareholder, member, or owner local agency and who is attending a properly noticed
meeting of the public bank governing board in lieu of a shareholder, member, or owner local agency’s regularly
appointed member may attend a closed session of the public bank governing board.

(c) If the governing board of a public bank adopts a policy or a bylaw or includes provisions in its governing
documents pursuant to subdivision (b), then the governing board of the shareholder, member, or owner local
agency, upon the advice of its legal counsel, may conduct a closed session in order to receive, discuss, and take
action concerning information obtained in a closed session of the public bank governing board pursuant to
paragraph (1) of subdivision (b).

(Added by Stats. 2019, Ch. 442, Sec. 15. (AB 857) Effective January 1, 2020.)

  (a) (1) This chapter does not prevent the legislative body of a local agency from holding closed sessions
with the Governor, Attorney General, district attorney, agency counsel, sheriff, or chief of police, or other law
enforcement or security personnel, or a security consultant or a security operations manager, on matters posing a
threat to the security of public buildings, a threat to the security of essential public services, including water,
drinking water, wastewater treatment, natural gas service, and electric service, a threat to the public’s right of
access to public services or public facilities, or a threat to critical infrastructure controls or critical infrastructure
information relating to cybersecurity.

(2) For purposes of this subdivision, the following definitions apply:

(A) “Critical infrastructure controls” means networks and systems controlling assets so vital to the local agency
that the incapacity or destruction of those networks, systems, or assets would have a debilitating impact on
public health, safety, economic security, or any combination thereof.

(B) “Critical infrastructure information” means information not customarily in the public domain pertaining to
any of the following:
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(i) Actual, potential, or threatened interference with, or an attack on, compromise of, or incapacitation of
critical infrastructure controls by either physical or computer-based attack or other similar conduct,
including, but not limited to, the misuse of, or unauthorized access to, all types of communications and data
transmission systems, that violates federal, state, or local law or harms public health, safety, or economic
security, or any combination thereof.

(ii) The ability of critical infrastructure controls to resist any interference, compromise, or incapacitation,
including, but not limited to, any planned or past assessment or estimate of the vulnerability of critical
infrastructure.

(iii) Any planned or past operational problem or solution regarding critical infrastructure controls, including,
but not limited to, repair, recovery, reconstruction, insurance, or continuity, to the extent it is related to
interference, compromise, or incapacitation of critical infrastructure controls.

(b) (1) Subject to paragraph (2), this chapter does not prevent the legislative body of a local agency from holding
closed sessions during a regular or special meeting to consider the appointment, employment, evaluation of
performance, discipline, or dismissal of a public employee or to hear complaints or charges brought against the
employee by another person or employee unless the employee requests a public session.

(2) As a condition to holding a closed session on specific complaints or charges brought against an employee by
another person or employee, the employee shall be given written notice of their right to have the complaints or
charges heard in an open session rather than a closed session, which notice shall be delivered to the employee
personally or by mail at least 24 hours before the time for holding the session. If notice is not given, any
disciplinary or other action taken by the legislative body against the employee based on the specific complaints or
charges in the closed session shall be null and void.

(3) The legislative body also may exclude from the public or closed meeting, during the examination of a witness,
any or all other witnesses in the matter being investigated by the legislative body.

(4) For the purposes of this subdivision, the term “employee” shall include an officer or an independent contractor
who functions as an officer or an employee but shall not include any elected official, member of a legislative body
or other independent contractors. This subdivision shall not limit local officials’ ability to hold closed session
meetings pursuant to Sections 1461, 32106, and 32155 of the Health and Safety Code or Sections 37606 and
37624.3 of the Government Code. Closed sessions held pursuant to this subdivision shall not include discussion or
action on proposed compensation except for a reduction of compensation that results from the imposition of
discipline.

(Amended by Stats. 2024, Ch. 243, Sec. 1. (AB 2715) Effective January 1, 2025.)

  (a) The legislative body of any local agency shall publicly report any action taken in closed session and the
vote or abstention on that action of every member present, as follows:

(1) Approval of an agreement concluding real estate negotiations pursuant to Section 54956.8 shall be reported
after the agreement is final, as follows:

(A) If its own approval renders the agreement final, the body shall report that approval and the substance of
the agreement in open session at the public meeting during which the closed session is held.

(B) If final approval rests with the other party to the negotiations, the local agency shall disclose the fact of
that approval and the substance of the agreement upon inquiry by any person, as soon as the other party or
its agent has informed the local agency of its approval.

(2) Approval given to its legal counsel to defend, or seek or refrain from seeking appellate review or relief, or to
enter as an amicus curiae in any form of litigation as the result of a consultation under Section 54956.9 shall be
reported in open session at the public meeting during which the closed session is held. The report shall identify, if
known, the adverse party or parties and the substance of the litigation. In the case of approval given to initiate or
intervene in an action, the announcement need not identify the action, the defendants, or other particulars, but
shall specify that the direction to initiate or intervene in an action has been given and that the action, the
defendants, and the other particulars shall, once formally commenced, be disclosed to any person upon inquiry,
unless to do so would jeopardize the agency’s ability to effectuate service of process on one or more unserved
parties, or that to do so would jeopardize its ability to conclude existing settlement negotiations to its advantage.
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(3) Approval given to its legal counsel of a settlement of pending litigation, as defined in Section 54956.9, at any
stage prior to or during a judicial or quasi-judicial proceeding shall be reported after the settlement is final, as
follows:

(A) If the legislative body accepts a settlement offer signed by the opposing party, the body shall report its
acceptance and identify the substance of the agreement in open session at the public meeting during which
the closed session is held.

(B) If final approval rests with some other party to the litigation or with the court, then as soon as the
settlement becomes final, and upon inquiry by any person, the local agency shall disclose the fact of that
approval, and identify the substance of the agreement.

(4) Disposition reached as to claims discussed in closed session pursuant to Section 54956.95 shall be reported
as soon as reached in a manner that identifies the name of the claimant, the name of the local agency claimed
against, the substance of the claim, and any monetary amount approved for payment and agreed upon by the
claimant.

(5) Action taken to appoint, employ, dismiss, accept the resignation of, or otherwise affect the employment status
of a public employee in closed session pursuant to Section 54957 shall be reported at the public meeting during
which the closed session is held. Any report required by this paragraph shall identify the title of the position. The
general requirement of this paragraph notwithstanding, the report of a dismissal or of the nonrenewal of an
employment contract shall be deferred until the first public meeting following the exhaustion of administrative
remedies, if any.

(6) Approval of an agreement concluding labor negotiations with represented employees pursuant to Section
54957.6 shall be reported after the agreement is final and has been accepted or ratified by the other party. The
report shall identify the item approved and the other party or parties to the negotiation.

(7) Pension fund investment transaction decisions made pursuant to Section 54956.81 shall be disclosed at the
first open meeting of the legislative body held after the earlier of the close of the investment transaction or the
transfer of pension fund assets for the investment transaction.

(b) Reports that are required to be made pursuant to this section may be made orally or in writing. The legislative
body shall provide to any person who has submitted a written request to the legislative body within 24 hours of the
posting of the agenda, or to any person who has made a standing request for all documentation as part of a
request for notice of meetings pursuant to Section 54954.1 or 54956, if the requester is present at the time the
closed session ends, copies of any contracts, settlement agreements, or other documents that were finally
approved or adopted in the closed session. If the action taken results in one or more substantive amendments to
the related documents requiring retyping, the documents need not be released until the retyping is completed
during normal business hours, provided that the presiding officer of the legislative body or his or her designee
orally summarizes the substance of the amendments for the benefit of the document requester or any other person
present and requesting the information.

(c) The documentation referred to in subdivision (b) shall be available to any person on the next business day
following the meeting in which the action referred to is taken or, in the case of substantial amendments, when any
necessary retyping is complete.

(d) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require that the legislative body approve actions not otherwise
subject to legislative body approval.

(e) No action for injury to a reputational, liberty, or other personal interest may be commenced by or on behalf of
any employee or former employee with respect to whom a disclosure is made by a legislative body in an effort to
comply with this section.

(f) This section is necessary to implement, and reasonably within the scope of, paragraph (1) of subdivision (b) of
Section 3 of Article I of the California Constitution.

(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 538, Sec. 311. Effective January 1, 2007.)

  (a) The legislative body of a local agency may, by ordinance or resolution, designate a clerk or other
officer or employee of the local agency who shall then attend each closed session of the legislative body and keep
and enter in a minute book a record of topics discussed and decisions made at the meeting. The minute book made
pursuant to this section is not a public record subject to inspection pursuant to the California Public Records Act
(Division 10 (commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1), and shall be kept confidential. The minute book shall
be available only to members of the legislative body or, if a violation of this chapter is alleged to have occurred at a
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closed session, to a court of general jurisdiction wherein the local agency lies. The minute book may, but need not,
consist of a recording of the closed session.

(b) An elected legislative body of a local agency may require that each legislative body all or a majority of whose
members are appointed by or under the authority of the elected legislative body keep a minute book as prescribed
under subdivision (a).

(Amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 615, Sec. 207. (AB 474) Effective January 1, 2022. Operative January 1, 2023, pursuant to Sec.
463 of Stats. 2021, Ch. 615.)

  (a) Agendas of public meetings are disclosable public records under the California Public Records Act
(Division 10 (commencing with Section 7920.000) of Title 1), and shall be made available upon request without
delay and in compliance with Section 54954.2 or Section 54956, as applicable. However, this section shall not apply
to a writing, or portion thereof, that is exempt from public disclosure.

(b) (1) If a writing is a public record related to an agenda item for an open session of a regular meeting of the
legislative body of a local agency and is distributed to all, or a majority of all, of the members of a legislative body
of a local agency by a person in connection with a matter subject to discussion or consideration at an open meeting
of the body less than 72 hours before that meeting, the writing shall be made available for public inspection
pursuant to paragraph (2) at the time the writing is distributed to all, or a majority of all, of the members of the
body.

(2) (A) Except as provided in subparagraph (B), a local agency shall comply with both of the following
requirements:

(i) A local agency shall make any writing described in paragraph (1) available for public inspection at a
public office or location that the agency shall designate for this purpose.

(ii) A local agency shall list the address of the office or location designated pursuant to clause (i) on the
agendas for all meetings of the legislative body of that agency.

(B) A local agency shall not be required to comply with the requirements of subparagraph (A) if all of the
following requirements are met:

(i) An initial staff report or similar document containing an executive summary and the staff
recommendation, if any, relating to that agenda item is made available for public inspection at the office or
location designated pursuant to clause (i) of subparagraph (A) at least 72 hours before the meeting.

(ii) The local agency immediately posts any writing described in paragraph (1) on the local agency’s internet
website in a position and manner that makes it clear that the writing relates to an agenda item for an
upcoming meeting.

(iii) The local agency lists the web address of the local agency’s internet website on the agendas for all
meetings of the legislative body of that agency.

(iv) (I) Subject to subclause (II), the local agency makes physical copies available for public inspection,
beginning the next regular business hours for the local agency, at the office or location designated pursuant
to clause (i) of subparagraph (A).

(II) This clause is satisfied only if the next regular business hours of the local agency commence at least
24 hours before that meeting.

(c) Writings that are public records described in subdivision (b) and distributed during a public meeting shall be
made available for public inspection at the meeting if prepared by the local agency or a member of its legislative
body, or after the meeting if prepared by some other person. These writings shall be made available in appropriate
alternative formats upon request by a person with a disability, as required by Section 202 of the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec. 12132), and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation
thereof.

(d) This chapter shall not be construed to prevent the legislative body of a local agency from charging a fee or
deposit for a copy of a public record pursuant to Section 7922.530, except that a surcharge shall not be imposed on
persons with disabilities in violation of Section 202 of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. Sec.
12132), and the federal rules and regulations adopted in implementation thereof.
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(e) This section shall not be construed to limit or delay the public’s right to inspect or obtain a copy of any record
required to be disclosed under the requirements of the California Public Records Act (Division 10 (commencing with
Section 7920.000) of Title 1), including, but not limited to, the ability of the public to inspect public records
pursuant to Section 7922.525 and obtain copies of public records pursuant to either subdivision (b) of Section
7922.530 or Section 7922.535. This chapter shall not be construed to require a legislative body of a local agency to
place any paid advertisement or any other paid notice in any publication.

(Amended (as amended by Stats. 2021, Ch. 615, Sec. 208) by Stats. 2022, Ch. 971, Sec. 1. (AB 2647) Effective January 1,
2023.)

  (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a legislative body of a local agency may hold closed
sessions with the local agency’s designated representatives regarding the salaries, salary schedules, or
compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits of its represented and unrepresented employees, and, for
represented employees, any other matter within the statutorily provided scope of representation, subject to all of
the following conditions:

(1) Prior to the closed session, the legislative body of the local agency shall hold an open and public session in
which it identifies its designated representatives.

(2) The closed session shall be for the purpose of reviewing its position and instructing the local agency’s
designated representatives.

(3) The closed session may take place prior to and during consultations and discussions with representatives of
employee organizations and unrepresented employees.

(4) Any closed session with the local agency’s designated representative regarding the salaries, salary schedules,
or compensation paid in the form of fringe benefits may include discussion of an agency’s available funds and
funding priorities, but only insofar as these discussions relate to providing instructions to the local agency’s
designated representative.

(5) The closed session shall not include final action on the proposed compensation of one or more unrepresented
employees.

(6) For the purposes enumerated in this section, a legislative body of a local agency may also meet with a state
conciliator who has intervened in the proceedings.

(b) For the purposes of this section, the term “employee” shall include an officer or an independent contractor who
functions as an officer or an employee, but shall not include any elected official, member of a legislative body, or
other independent contractors.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 20. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

  (a) Prior to holding any closed session, the legislative body of the local agency shall disclose, in an open
meeting, the item or items to be discussed in the closed session. The disclosure may take the form of a reference
to the item or items as they are listed by number or letter on the agenda. In the closed session, the legislative
body may consider only those matters covered in its statement. Nothing in this section shall require or authorize a
disclosure of information prohibited by state or federal law.

(b) After any closed session, the legislative body shall reconvene into open session prior to adjournment and shall
make any disclosures required by Section 54957.1 of action taken in the closed session.

(c) The announcements required to be made in open session pursuant to this section may be made at the location
announced in the agenda for the closed session, as long as the public is allowed to be present at that location for
the purpose of hearing the announcements.

(Amended by Stats. 1993, Ch. 1137, Sec. 15. Effective January 1, 1994. Operative April 1, 1994, by Sec. 23 of Ch. 1137.)

  (a) For purposes of this section, “multijurisdictional law enforcement agency” means a joint powers entity
formed pursuant to Article 1 (commencing with Section 6500) of Chapter 5 of Division 7 of Title 1 that provides law
enforcement services for the parties to the joint powers agreement for the purpose of investigating criminal activity
involving drugs; gangs; sex crimes; firearms trafficking or felony possession of a firearm; high technology,
computer, or identity theft; human trafficking; or vehicle theft.
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(b) Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to prevent the legislative body of a multijurisdictional law
enforcement agency, or an advisory body of a multijurisdictional law enforcement agency, from holding closed
sessions to discuss the case records of any ongoing criminal investigation of the multijurisdictional law enforcement
agency or of any party to the joint powers agreement, to hear testimony from persons involved in the investigation,
and to discuss courses of action in particular cases.

(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 427, Sec. 1. Effective September 22, 2006.)

  In the event that any meeting is willfully interrupted by a group or groups of persons so as to render the
orderly conduct of the meeting unfeasible and order cannot be restored by the removal of individuals who are
willfully interrupting the meeting, the members of the legislative body conducting the meeting may order the
meeting room cleared and continue in session. Only matters appearing on the agenda may be considered in such a
session. Representatives of the press or other news media, except those participating in the disturbance, shall be
allowed to attend any session held pursuant to this section. Nothing in this section shall prohibit the legislative body
from establishing a procedure for readmitting an individual or individuals not responsible for willfully disturbing the
orderly conduct of the meeting.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 21. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

  (a) (1) In addition to authority exercised pursuant to Sections 54954.3 and 54957.9, the presiding
member of the legislative body conducting a meeting or their designee may remove, or cause the removal of, an
individual for disrupting the meeting, including any teleconferenced meeting.

(2) Prior to removing an individual, the presiding member or their designee shall warn the individual that their
behavior is disrupting the meeting and that their failure to cease their behavior may result in their removal. The
presiding member or their designee may then remove the individual if they do not promptly cease their disruptive
behavior. This paragraph does not apply to any behavior described in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of
subdivision (b).

(b) As used in this section:

(1) “Disrupting” means engaging in behavior during a meeting of a legislative body that actually disrupts,
disturbs, impedes, or renders infeasible the orderly conduct of the meeting and includes, but is not limited to, one
of the following:

(A) A failure to comply with reasonable and lawful regulations adopted by a legislative body pursuant to
Section 54954.3 or any other law.

(B) Engaging in behavior that constitutes use of force or a true threat of force.

(2) “True threat of force” means a threat that has sufficient indicia of intent and seriousness, that a reasonable
observer would perceive it to be an actual threat to use force by the person making the threat.

(Amended by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 22. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

  (a) The existing authority of a legislative body or its presiding officer to remove or limit participation by
persons who engage in behavior that actually disrupts, disturbs, impedes, or renders infeasible the orderly conduct
of the meeting, including existing limitations upon that authority, shall apply to members of the public participating
in a meeting via a two-way telephonic service or a two-way audiovisual platform.

(b) For purposes of this section, the following definitions apply:

(1) “Two-way audiovisual platform” means an online platform that provides participants with the ability to
participate in a meeting via both an interactive video conference and a two-way telephonic service. A two-way
audiovisual platform may be structured to disable the use of video for the public participants.

(2) “Two-way telephonic service” means a telephone service that does not require internet access and allows
participants to dial a telephone number to listen and verbally participate.

(Added by Stats. 2025, Ch. 327, Sec. 23. (SB 707) Effective January 1, 2026.)

  Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a legislative body of a local agency may hold closed sessions
to discuss a local agency employee’s application for early withdrawal of funds in a deferred compensation plan when
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the application is based on financial hardship arising from an unforeseeable emergency due to illness, accident,
casualty, or other extraordinary event, as specified in the deferred compensation plan.

(Added by Stats. 2001, Ch. 45, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2002.)

  The provisions of this chapter shall apply to the legislative body of every local agency notwithstanding the
conflicting provisions of any other state law.

(Added by Stats. 1953, Ch. 1588.)

  Each member of a legislative body who attends a meeting of that legislative body where action is taken in
violation of any provision of this chapter, and where the member intends to deprive the public of information to
which the member knows or has reason to know the public is entitled under this chapter, is guilty of a
misdemeanor.

(Amended by Stats. 1994, Ch. 32, Sec. 18. Effective March 30, 1994. Operative April 1, 1994, by Sec. 23 of Ch. 32.)

  (a) The district attorney or any interested person may commence an action by mandamus, injunction, or
declaratory relief for the purpose of stopping or preventing violations or threatened violations of this chapter by
members of the legislative body of a local agency or to determine the applicability of this chapter to ongoing
actions or threatened future actions of the legislative body, or to determine the applicability of this chapter to past
actions of the legislative body, subject to Section 54960.2, or to determine whether any rule or action by the
legislative body to penalize or otherwise discourage the expression of one or more of its members is valid or invalid
under the laws of this state or of the United States, or to compel the legislative body to audio record its closed
sessions as hereinafter provided.

(b) The court in its discretion may, upon a judgment of a violation of Section 54956.7, 54956.8, 54956.9,
54956.95, 54957, or 54957.6, order the legislative body to audio record its closed sessions and preserve the audio
recordings for the period and under the terms of security and confidentiality the court deems appropriate.

(c) (1) Each recording so kept shall be immediately labeled with the date of the closed session recorded and the
title of the clerk or other officer who shall be custodian of the recording.

(2) The audio recordings shall be subject to the following discovery procedures:

(A) In any case in which discovery or disclosure of the audio recording is sought by either the district attorney
or the plaintiff in a civil action pursuant to Section 54959, 54960, or 54960.1 alleging that a violation of this
chapter has occurred in a closed session that has been recorded pursuant to this section, the party seeking
discovery or disclosure shall file a written notice of motion with the appropriate court with notice to the
governmental agency that has custody and control of the audio recording. The notice shall be given pursuant
to subdivision (b) of Section 1005 of the Code of Civil Procedure.

(B) The notice shall include, in addition to the items required by Section 1010 of the Code of Civil Procedure,
all of the following:

(i) Identification of the proceeding in which discovery or disclosure is sought, the party seeking discovery or
disclosure, the date and time of the meeting recorded, and the governmental agency that has custody and
control of the recording.

(ii) An affidavit that contains specific facts indicating that a violation of the act occurred in the closed
session.

(3) If the court, following a review of the motion, finds that there is good cause to believe that a violation has
occurred, the court may review, in camera, the recording of that portion of the closed session alleged to have
violated the act.

(4) If, following the in camera review, the court concludes that disclosure of a portion of the recording would be
likely to materially assist in the resolution of the litigation alleging violation of this chapter, the court shall, in its
discretion, make a certified transcript of the portion of the recording a public exhibit in the proceeding.

(5) This section shall not permit discovery of communications that are protected by the attorney-client privilege.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 732, Sec. 1. (SB 1003) Effective January 1, 2013.)
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54960.1.  (a) The district attorney or any interested person may commence an action by mandamus or injunction for
the purpose of obtaining a judicial determination that an action taken by a legislative body of a local agency in
violation of Section 54953, 54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 54956, or 54956.5 is null and void under this section.
Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prevent a legislative body from curing or correcting an action
challenged pursuant to this section.

(b) Prior to any action being commenced pursuant to subdivision (a), the district attorney or interested person shall
make a demand of the legislative body to cure or correct the action alleged to have been taken in violation of
Section 54953, 54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 54956, or 54956.5. The demand shall be in writing and clearly
describe the challenged action of the legislative body and nature of the alleged violation.

(c) (1) The written demand shall be made within 90 days from the date the action was taken unless the action was
taken in an open session but in violation of Section 54954.2, in which case the written demand shall be made
within 30 days from the date the action was taken.

(2) Within 30 days of receipt of the demand, the legislative body shall cure or correct the challenged action and
inform the demanding party in writing of its actions to cure or correct or inform the demanding party in writing of
its decision not to cure or correct the challenged action.

(3) If the legislative body takes no action within the 30-day period, the inaction shall be deemed a decision not to
cure or correct the challenged action, and the 15-day period to commence the action described in subdivision (a)
shall commence to run the day after the 30-day period to cure or correct expires.

(4) Within 15 days of receipt of the written notice of the legislative body’s decision to cure or correct, or not to
cure or correct, or within 15 days of the expiration of the 30-day period to cure or correct, whichever is earlier,
the demanding party shall be required to commence the action pursuant to subdivision (a) or thereafter be
barred from commencing the action.

(d) An action taken that is alleged to have been taken in violation of Section 54953, 54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6,
54956, or 54956.5 shall not be determined to be null and void if any of the following conditions exist:

(1) The action taken was in substantial compliance with Sections 54953, 54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 54956, and
54956.5.

(2) The action taken was in connection with the sale or issuance of notes, bonds, or other evidences of
indebtedness or any contract, instrument, or agreement thereto.

(3) The action taken gave rise to a contractual obligation, including a contract let by competitive bid other than
compensation for services in the form of salary or fees for professional services, upon which a party has, in good
faith and without notice of a challenge to the validity of the action, detrimentally relied.

(4) The action taken was in connection with the collection of any tax.

(5) Any person, city, city and county, county, district, or any agency or subdivision of the state alleging
noncompliance with subdivision (a) of Section 54954.2, Section 54956, or Section 54956.5, because of any
defect, error, irregularity, or omission in the notice given pursuant to those provisions, had actual notice of the
item of business at least 72 hours prior to the meeting at which the action was taken, if the meeting was noticed
pursuant to Section 54954.2, or 24 hours prior to the meeting at which the action was taken if the meeting was
noticed pursuant to Section 54956, or prior to the meeting at which the action was taken if the meeting is held
pursuant to Section 54956.5.

(e) During any action seeking a judicial determination pursuant to subdivision (a) if the court determines, pursuant
to a showing by the legislative body that an action alleged to have been taken in violation of Section 54953,
54954.2, 54954.5, 54954.6, 54956, or 54956.5 has been cured or corrected by a subsequent action of the
legislative body, the action filed pursuant to subdivision (a) shall be dismissed with prejudice.

(f) The fact that a legislative body takes a subsequent action to cure or correct an action taken pursuant to this
section shall not be construed or admissible as evidence of a violation of this chapter.

(Amended by Stats. 2002, Ch. 454, Sec. 23. Effective January 1, 2003.)

javascript:submitCodesValues('54960.1.','6.2.1.22','2002','454','23', 'id_c2977171-291f-11d9-878a-d40868cd9c22')


54960.2.  (a) The district attorney or any interested person may file an action to determine the applicability of this
chapter to past actions of the legislative body pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 54960 only if all of the
following conditions are met:

(1) The district attorney or interested person alleging a violation of this chapter first submits a cease and desist
letter by postal mail or facsimile transmission to the clerk or secretary of the legislative body being accused of the
violation, as designated in the statement pertaining to that public agency on file pursuant to Section 53051, or if
the agency does not have a statement on file designating a clerk or a secretary, to the chief executive officer of
that agency, clearly describing the past action of the legislative body and nature of the alleged violation.

(2) The cease and desist letter required under paragraph (1) is submitted to the legislative body within nine
months of the alleged violation.

(3) The time during which the legislative body may respond to the cease and desist letter pursuant to subdivision
(b) has expired and the legislative body has not provided an unconditional commitment pursuant to subdivision
(c).

(4) Within 60 days of receipt of the legislative body’s response to the cease and desist letter, other than an
unconditional commitment pursuant to subdivision (c), or within 60 days of the expiration of the time during
which the legislative body may respond to the cease and desist letter pursuant to subdivision (b), whichever is
earlier, the party submitting the cease and desist letter shall commence the action pursuant to subdivision (a) of
Section 54960 or thereafter be barred from commencing the action.

(b) The legislative body may respond to a cease and desist letter submitted pursuant to subdivision (a) within 30
days of receiving the letter. This subdivision shall not be construed to prevent the legislative body from providing an
unconditional commitment pursuant to subdivision (c) at any time after the 30-day period has expired, except that
in that event the court shall award court costs and reasonable attorney fees to the plaintiff in an action brought
pursuant to this section, in accordance with Section 54960.5.

(c) (1) If the legislative body elects to respond to the cease and desist letter with an unconditional commitment to
cease, desist from, and not repeat the past action that is alleged to violate this chapter, that response shall be in
substantially the following form:

To ______________________:

The [name of legislative body] has received your cease and desist letter dated [date] alleging that the following
described past action of the legislative body violates the Ralph M. Brown Act:

[Describe alleged past action, as set forth in the cease and desist letter submitted pursuant to subdivision (a)]

In order to avoid unnecessary litigation and without admitting any violation of the Ralph M. Brown Act, the [name
of legislative body] hereby unconditionally commits that it will cease, desist from, and not repeat the challenged
past action as described above.

The [name of legislative body] may rescind this commitment only by a majority vote of its membership taken in
open session at a regular meeting and noticed on its posted agenda as “Rescission of Brown Act Commitment.” You
will be provided with written notice, sent by any means or media you provide in response to this message, to
whatever address or addresses you specify, of any intention to consider rescinding this commitment at least 30
days before any such regular meeting. In the event that this commitment is rescinded, you will have the right to
commence legal action pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 54960 of the Government Code. That notice will be
delivered to you by the same means as this commitment, or may be mailed to an address that you have designated
in writing.

Very truly yours,

________________________________________________

[Chairperson or acting chairperson of the legislative body]
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(2) An unconditional commitment pursuant to this subdivision shall be approved by the legislative body in open
session at a regular or special meeting as a separate item of business, and not on its consent agenda.

(3) An action shall not be commenced to determine the applicability of this chapter to any past action of the
legislative body for which the legislative body has provided an unconditional commitment pursuant to this
subdivision. During any action seeking a judicial determination regarding the applicability of this chapter to any
past action of the legislative body pursuant to subdivision (a), if the court determines that the legislative body
has provided an unconditional commitment pursuant to this subdivision, the action shall be dismissed with
prejudice. Nothing in this subdivision shall be construed to modify or limit the existing ability of the district
attorney or any interested person to commence an action to determine the applicability of this chapter to ongoing
actions or threatened future actions of the legislative body.

(4) Except as provided in subdivision (d), the fact that a legislative body provides an unconditional commitment
shall not be construed or admissible as evidence of a violation of this chapter.

(d) If the legislative body provides an unconditional commitment as set forth in subdivision (c), the legislative body
shall not thereafter take or engage in the challenged action described in the cease and desist letter, except as
provided in subdivision (e). Violation of this subdivision shall constitute an independent violation of this chapter,
without regard to whether the challenged action would otherwise violate this chapter. An action alleging past
violation or threatened future violation of this subdivision may be brought pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section
54960, without regard to the procedural requirements of this section.

(e) The legislative body may resolve to rescind an unconditional commitment made pursuant to subdivision (c) by a
majority vote of its membership taken in open session at a regular meeting as a separate item of business not on
its consent agenda, and noticed on its posted agenda as “Rescission of Brown Act Commitment,” provided that not
less than 30 days prior to such regular meeting, the legislative body provides written notice of its intent to consider
the rescission to each person to whom the unconditional commitment was made, and to the district attorney. Upon
rescission, the district attorney or any interested person may commence an action pursuant to subdivision (a) of
Section 54960. An action under this subdivision may be brought pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 54960,
without regard to the procedural requirements of this section.

(Added by Stats. 2012, Ch. 732, Sec. 2. (SB 1003) Effective January 1, 2013.)

  A court may award court costs and reasonable attorney fees to the plaintiff in an action brought pursuant
to Section 54960, 54960.1, or 54960.2 where it is found that a legislative body of the local agency has violated this
chapter. Additionally, when an action brought pursuant to Section 54960.2 is dismissed with prejudice because a
legislative body has provided an unconditional commitment pursuant to paragraph (1) of subdivision (c) of that
section at any time after the 30-day period for making such a commitment has expired, the court shall award court
costs and reasonable attorney fees to the plaintiff if the filing of that action caused the legislative body to issue the
unconditional commitment. The costs and fees shall be paid by the local agency and shall not become a personal
liability of any public officer or employee of the local agency.

A court may award court costs and reasonable attorney fees to a defendant in any action brought pursuant to
Section 54960 or 54960.1 where the defendant has prevailed in a final determination of such action and the court
finds that the action was clearly frivolous and totally lacking in merit.

(Amended by Stats. 2012, Ch. 732, Sec. 3. (SB 1003) Effective January 1, 2013.)

  (a) No legislative body of a local agency shall conduct any meeting in any facility that prohibits the
admittance of any person, or persons, on the basis of ancestry or any characteristic listed or defined in Section
11135, or which is inaccessible to disabled persons, or where members of the public may not be present without
making a payment or purchase. This section shall apply to every local agency as defined in Section 54951.

(b) No notice, agenda, announcement, or report required under this chapter need identify any victim or alleged
victim of tortious sexual conduct or child abuse unless the identity of the person has been publicly disclosed.

(Amended by Stats. 2007, Ch. 568, Sec. 35. Effective January 1, 2008.)

  Except as expressly authorized by this chapter, or by Sections 1461, 1462, 32106, and 32155 of the Health
and Safety Code, or by Sections 37606, 37606.1, and 37624.3 of the Government Code as they apply to hospitals,
or by any provision of the Education Code pertaining to school districts and community college districts, no closed
session may be held by any legislative body of any local agency.

(Amended by Stats. 2006, Ch. 157, Sec. 2. Effective January 1, 2007.)
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54963.  (a) A person may not disclose confidential information that has been acquired by being present in a closed
session authorized by Section 54956.7, 54956.8, 54956.86, 54956.87, 54956.9, 54957, 54957.6, 54957.8, or
54957.10 to a person not entitled to receive it, unless the legislative body authorizes disclosure of that confidential
information.

(b) For purposes of this section, “confidential information” means a communication made in a closed session that is
specifically related to the basis for the legislative body of a local agency to meet lawfully in closed session under
this chapter.

(c) Violation of this section may be addressed by the use of such remedies as are currently available by law,
including, but not limited to:

(1) Injunctive relief to prevent the disclosure of confidential information prohibited by this section.

(2) Disciplinary action against an employee who has willfully disclosed confidential information in violation of this
section.

(3) Referral of a member of a legislative body who has willfully disclosed confidential information in violation of
this section to the grandjury.

(d) Disciplinary action pursuant to paragraph (2) of subdivision (c) shall require that the employee in question has
either received training as to the requirements of this section or otherwise has been given notice of the
requirements of this section.

(e) A local agency may not take any action authorized by subdivision (c) against a person, nor shall it be deemed a
violation of this section, for doing any of the following:

(1) Making a confidential inquiry or complaint to a district attorney or grand jury concerning a perceived violation
of law, including disclosing facts to a district attorney or grand jury that are necessary to establish the illegality of
an action taken by a legislative body of a local agency or the potential illegality of an action that has been the
subject of deliberation at a closed session if that action were to be taken by a legislative body of a local agency.

(2) Expressing an opinion concerning the propriety or legality of actions taken by a legislative body of a local
agency in closed session, including disclosure of the nature and extent of the illegal or potentially illegal action.

(3) Disclosing information acquired by being present in a closed session under this chapter that is not confidential
information.

(f) Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit disclosures under the whistleblower statutes contained in
Section 1102.5 of the Labor Code or Article 4.5 (commencing with Section 53296) of Chapter 2 of this code.

(Added by Stats. 2002, Ch. 1119, Sec. 1. Effective January 1, 2003.)
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GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT 
 

February 2026 

 

I. OFFICE OF THE GENERAL MANAGER 
 

• MWDOC P&O Committee Meeting 

• MWDOC MET Directors Workshop 

• MWDOC Managers Meeting 

• Metropolitan Water District Finance Committee Meetings 

• SOCWA Board Meeting 

• SOCWA Finance Committee Meeting 

• MNWD Regional Treatment Plant Budget Meeting 

• Leadership Academy Debrief/Planning Meeting 

• JRWSS Member Agency Special Meeting 

• Meeting with Raftelis Regarding Cost of Service Study & Financial Model 

• Springbrook Purchase Order Model Demonstration 

• Meeting with Orange County Fire Authority 

• Meeting with Matt Collings – MNWD Assistant General Manager 

• South Orange County Agencies Group Meeting 

• Community Advisory Group Meeting 

• ETWD AI Committee Meeting 

• ETWD RRC Meeting 

• ETWD Budget Committee Meeting 

• ETWD Agenda Review Meeting 

• ETWD Regular Engineering & Finance Committee Meetings 

• ETWD Regular Board Meeting 



II. DOMESTIC AND RECYCLED WATER SALES 
 

Actual domestic sales for the year-to-date as of January 31, 2026, are 3,843.05 
acre-feet. This compares to year-to-date budgeted domestic sales of 4,065.00 
acre-feet. The year-to-date variation in actual to budgeted sales reflects a decrease 
of 221.95 acre-feet. Actual sales are 310.63 acre-feet lower than last year-to-date 
actual sales for the same period. 

 
Actual recycled sales for the year-to-date as of January 31, 2026, are 923.41 acre-
feet. This compares to year-to-date budgeted recycled sales of 735.00 acre-feet. 
The year-to-date variation in actual to budgeted sales reflects an increase of 
188.41 acre-feet. Actual sales are 99.14 acre-feet lower than last year-to-date 
actual sales for the same period. 

 
 



III. WATER SUPPLY SOURCES 
 

The charts below provide a summary of water supply sources for the month and 
fiscal year to date (FY 2025-2026). They illustrate the relative contribution of each 
supply source, including imported treated water from Metropolitan Water District 
(MWD) via the AMP and JTM connections, local production from the Baker Water 
Treatment Plant, interconnections with neighboring agencies, and recycled water. 
These charts help track supply trends and support planning and operational 
decisions.  
 

Water Supply Sources (AF) 

  January 2026 FY 2025-2026 YTD  

MWD Treated Water AMP  0.0 0.0% 892.0 18.5% 

MWD Treated Water JTM 88.5 21.6% 804.2 16.6% 

Interconnections  0.0 0.0% 0.0 0.0% 

Baker Water Treatment Plant  292.0 71.4% 2,212.8 45.8% 

Recycled Water 28.7 7.0% 923.4 19.1% 

TOTAL  409.2 100.0% 4,832.4 100.0% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



JANUARY 2026

Customer Service Activity Report

Regular Service Calls JAN 2026 JAN 2025 Telephone Calls JAN 2026 JAN 2025

Serviceman Dispatched to Read, 

Connect/Disconnect Service 78 59

Change of Service:                               

Connections and Disconnections 70 68

Field Investigations: Billing / Payments & Graph Inquires 205 174

Check for leaks - calls to CS 

Office:(irrigation,meter,street leaks)

Assistance with online payments and 

ETWD's portal (cc, e-checks, other.) 0 50

  Customer Responsible 5 9

  District Responsible 6 4 Variance / Adjustment Inquiries 10 11

  None found/other
9 9

Variance / Adjustment Requests 

Processed 6 4

High Reads Checked - High Consumption 

(Billing Dept.) 28 56

Ordinance Infraction / Water Waste 

Complaints 0 0

   Cust Leaks: 13   No Leaks: 15

Check Stopped Slowed Meters-Low 

Consumption (Billing) 47 13 Outside Utility Districts 34 39

Re-Check Read 8 11

Phone calls Transfer to other 

Departments within ETWD 49 40

Ordinance Infraction 0 0 Phone calls for the Board of Directors 0 0

Recycled Water 0 0 Recycled Water 0 1

Water Quality:  Taste / Odor / Color  4 7 Water Quality Taste - Odor - Color 3 3

Phone response: _4_  Field response: 0_ Leaks / Breaks 16 12

Construction/Flooding Meters issued 2 4

Construction/Flooding Meter calls 

(Hydrant) 4 2

Sewer - Odor/Stoppage/ Manhole Covers 0 0 Sewer Problems (odor / spills) 1 1

Meter Box:1  Lids:7 Covers:10 18 21

Meter Box Clean, Digout
1 8

Backflow / Cross Connection (questions 

or yearly testing forms) 0 0

Raised Meter Box

0 0

ETWD facilities inquiries: 

Boxes/Covers/Lids/Hydrants/Pump 

Stations/Graffiti/ "Gen. Maint" 1 6

Trim Bushes / Meter Obstruction 7 11

General Maintenance Response
0 1

Tyco (ADT) Calls                            

(Alarms to ETWD facilities) 2 2

Fire Hydrants:  Hit / Leaks / Caps 1 1 ATT Calls (access to tower sites) 0 0

Pressure(psi) Checks / Reads 1 5 SCE Calls (access to tower sites) 0 1

CSSOV (Angle Meter/Ball Valve/Gate 

Valve/Globe Valve) chk,repair,replaced 7 10

Pager Calls specifically for Pump 

Stations - SCADA 0 0

AMS angle-meter-stop replace/repair 0 0

Bees Removed 0 0

Backflow / Cross Connection 1 2 Payment Extensions 27 26

Fogged Registers

8 81

Delinquent Payment Calls to Customer 's 

prior to shut off per billing calendar 

(automatic courtesy dialer)  0 68

OMCOP: Old Meter Change - Out Program 1 6

Return Calls from customers left on our 

voice mail system. Ext 500 12 10

Other: (uncommon non-maintenance calls) 3 0 Email Correspondence: 19 54

On-Call After Hrs. CS  Response
18 13

Maintenance Service Order Requests 

(bees, psi, fogged-dirty registers) 9 7

# Posting Notice & 24 Hr. Door Hangers Hung
194 150

Misc. (other: employment, deliveries, 

sales calls) 14 38

#Shut Offs/Disconnect for Non-Payment 

(DNP) 22 0 Payment Processing Fee Complaints 0 0

Removed Meter 0 1 Customers Complaints non bill related. 0 0

New Meter 3 1 Billing Disputes 0 0

Unread Meters 2 4
Total Field Investigations 474 487 Total Telephone Calls 482 617

  

Uncollectible Accounts: Credit Card Payments JAN 2026 JAN 2025

Budget YTD 11,375.00$      11,375.00$   REGULAR 2,027 $355,103.43 2,267 $462,369.59

Actual YTD 161,602.00$    (247.00)$       
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WILL SERVE SUMMARY REPORT

January 2026

PROJECT NAME PROJECT DESCRIPTION Will Serve 

Letter Date

PHASE  CFF 

23642 Dune Mear ADU Addition of a 3/4" service 5/23/2025 Construction 2,783$                    

Casa De Empanada Conversion of a vacuum repair into a restaurant 5/14/2025 Close-Out 17,596$                  

Burlington Backflow Addition of a domestic backflow device 10/24/2025 Construction -$                        

Heritage Market Converting retail to market with kitchen Forthcoming Plan Check Not Yet Calculated

Pacific Dental Services Converting retail to a dentistry 10/20/2025 Plan Check Not Yet Calculated

Asia Spa Coverting retail to beauty parlor 1/14/2026 Plan Check 1,912$                    

Muirlands and Los Alisos 

Intersection Improvements

relocation of water appurtenances and at-grade adjustments Forthcoming Plan Check Not Yet Calculated

The Village at Laguna Hills 

(Retail Phase)

Installation of various sized water, fire, and sewer services at the former mall 

site.

Forthcoming Plan Check Not Yet Calculated

The Village at Laguna Hills 

(Central Residential Phase)

Installation of various sized water, fire, and sewer services at the former mall 

site.

Forthcoming Plan Check Not Yet Calculated

The Village at Laguna Hills 

(Southern Residential Phase)

Installation of various sized water, fire, and sewer services at the former mall 

site.

Forthcoming Plan Check Not Yet Calculated

Laguna Woods Shell and 

Carwash

Removal of a DCDA and installation of a Blow Off Appurtenance 3/20/2025 Construction -$                        

Parentis Health Sewermain 

Relocation

Relocating an existing sewermain. 6/26/2025 Plan Check Not Yet Calculated

Central Utilities Plant 24451 

Health Center Drive

Additional domestic and fire services for a medical central utility plant. 12/20/2024 Construction 21,856$                  

23272 & 23282 Mill Creek Residential development for 464 dwelling units Forthcoming Planning Not Yet Calculated

23161 Mill Creek Residential development for 43 attached condo units Forthcoming Plan Check Not Yet Calculated

23151 Moulton Parkway 

Backflow

addition of a domestic backflow device Forthcoming Plan Check Not Yet Calculated

23172 Plaza Pointe Dr and 

23441 S Pointe Laguna Hills

Residential development of 100 dwelling units Forthcoming Planning Not Yet Calculated

Texas Roadhouse BBQ Conversion of El Torito into Texas Roadhouse BBQ Forthcoming Planning Not Yet Calculated

23370 Moulton Pkwy Sewer 

Improvements

Modifications to the sewer lateral 5/8/2025 Construction -$                        

23501 Avenida De La Carlota 

Bollmart

Converting retail to market with grocery store 11/26/2025 Construction 12,706$                  

23456 South Pointe Dr 

Backflow

addition of a domestic backflow device Forthcoming Plan Check -$                        

Woods End Park Backflow addition of a domestic backflow device Forthcoming Plan Check -$                        

24953 Paseo De Valencia 

Bldg B Backflow

addition of a domestic backflow device Forthcoming Construction -$                        

Laguna Woods City Center 

Project

tenant improvement of an existing city park Forthcoming Plan Check -$                        



WILL SERVE SUMMARY REPORT

January 2026

PROJECT NAME PROJECT DESCRIPTION Will Serve 

Letter Date

PHASE  CFF 

Laguna Woods Fire Station addition of a fire station adjacent to the Pump Station 1 Site Forthcoming Planning Not Yet Calculated

Max Relax Spa conversion of a church worship center into a spa Forthcoming Plan Check Not Yet Calculated

Quick Quack Carwash conversion of a restaurant into a carwash Forthcoming Plan Check Not Yet Calculated

24012 Calle De La Plata Suite 

450

conversion of an office to a medical office 2/13/2026 Construction 665$                       

24301 Paseo De Valencia conversion of a bank to medical offices 2/18/2026 Plan Check Not Yet Calculated
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To: Board of Directors, Municipal Water District of Orange County 

From: Natural Resource Results 

RE: Monthly Board Report – February 2026 

Government Shutdown? 

President Trump recently signed H.R. 6938—the Commerce, Justice, Science; Energy and Water 

Development; and Interior and Environment Appropriations Act of 2026—into law. As a result, 

the Bureau of Reclamation, the Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers, and all federal land-management agencies are fully funded for the remainder of FY 

2026. 

Six additional appropriations bills remain pending. While the House has passed a consolidated 

six-bill package, it has yet to receive Senate approval. Ongoing debate related to Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and funding for the Department of Homeland Security has 

complicated the package’s path forward, as Senate Democrats seek changes to the legislation. 

Any such amendments would require the House to reconsider the package, increasing the 

likelihood of a partial government shutdown for an undetermined period. 

Sites Reservoir 

On January 23rd, the Department of the Interior signed the Record of Decision (ROD) for the 

Sites Reservoir Project, marking the completion of the federal environmental review process 

under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The ROD confirms the selection of a 

preferred alternative and demonstrates compliance with applicable federal environmental laws 

and regulations, including NEPA, the Endangered Species Act, and related consultation 

requirements. Issuance of the ROD represents a major federal milestone, substantially reducing 

regulatory risk and clearing the final federal environmental hurdle required to advance the 

project. Congress has appropriated $798 million to the Bureau of Reclamation for the Sites 

Reservoir Project to date, and the signed ROD authorizes Reclamation to begin obligating and 

expending federal construction funds. With this decision in place, the project can transition from 

planning and environmental review into active construction and implementation, enabling 

federal cost-share participation and accelerating overall project delivery. 

Senator Padilla Legislation 

Senator Padilla is circulating to draft pieces of legislation that attempt to address water 

infrastructure needs throughout the West, but particularly in California.  

MORE WATER Act 

Item No. 2a
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Section 1 — Short Title. 

This section formally designates the legislation as the “MORE WATER Act” (Making Our 

Communities Resilient through Enhancing Water for Agriculture, Technology, the Environment, 

and Residences Act).  

 

Section 2 — Reauthorization of the Large-Scale Water Recycling Program. 

This section reauthorizes the Bureau of Reclamation’s Large-Scale Water Recycling Program for 

an additional five years, extending the program through December 31, 2031. The section also 

includes protective authorization language modeled after the 2016 WIIN Act to ensure that large-

scale recycling projects already under construction or in advanced design remain authorized even 

if the program is not reauthorized in the future. This provision is intended to prevent project 

delays or work stoppages caused by authorization lapses and to reduce regulatory and financial 

risk for project sponsors. The section further authorizes appropriations for the program, although 

no specific funding level is identified. 

 

Section 3 — Water Conveyance Improvements Program. 

This section establishes a new, programmatic authorization allowing the Bureau of Reclamation 

to provide financial assistance to eligible federal and non-federal water conveyance projects 

without requiring individual congressional authorization for each project, provided projects meet 

statutory criteria. Eligible projects must be feasible, have secured their non-federal cost share, 

and deliver one or more federal benefits consistent with Reclamation law. The standard federal 

cost share is up to 50 percent of total project costs and is provided as non-reimbursable funding. 

For multi-benefit projects, the Act requires that a portion of federal funding be directed toward 

either drinking water benefits for low-income communities or environmental benefits. 

Specifically, up to 30 percent of project costs may support any federal benefit, while an 

additional 20 percent must be used for low-income drinking water or environmental purposes. 

The Act provides flexibility in how these benefits are delivered and allows project sponsors to 

begin construction of core conveyance infrastructure while negotiations over specific benefit 

commitments are ongoing, subject to defined timelines and conditions. The section also prohibits 

Reclamation from imposing an overall funding cap on individual projects, excludes projects with 

total costs exceeding $5 billion, allows the use of other federal funding sources such as WIFIA 

loans and State Revolving Funds toward the non-federal share, and requires compliance with all 

applicable federal and state laws. 

 

Section 4 — Reauthorization of Recycling and Environmental Restoration Programs. 

This section extends two existing WIIN Act programs—the water recycling program and the 

environmental restoration program—through December 16, 2031. It increases the per-project 

federal funding cap for water recycling projects from $30 million to $50 million, subject to 

automatic inflation adjustments, while maintaining the statutory limit that federal funding may 

not exceed 25 percent of total project costs. This adjustment reflects rising construction costs and 

is intended to improve the viability of large municipal water recycling projects. The section also 

clarifies that environmental restoration funding may support habitat restoration at the Great Salt 

Lake and other saline inland lakes affected by Bureau of Reclamation projects. 

 

Section 5 — Offset from Extension of Certain Provisions. 
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This section extends the voluntary repayment and contract conversion program for Bureau of 

Reclamation water districts through December 16, 2031. Congressional Budget Office estimates 

for similar legislation indicate that this extension could generate approximately $154 million in 

additional federal revenue, which may be used to offset the cost of authorizations contained in 

the Act. 

 

Section 6 — Deauthorization of Inactive Projects Offset. 

This section establishes a transparent process for deauthorizing Bureau of Reclamation projects 

that have not received any federal funding for a period of seven years. Reclamation is required to 

publish interim and final lists of projects subject to deauthorization, with deauthorization 

occurring within three years of enactment unless Congress resumes funding, formally 

disapproves the deauthorization, the project sponsor completes the project with non-federal 

funds, or the Department of the Interior determines that the project is vital to state or national 

interests. This provision is intended to remove dormant project authorizations and focus federal 

resources on active, priority water infrastructure projects. 

 

GROW SMART Act 

Overview and Rationale. 

The GROW SMART Act (Growing Resilient Operations from Water Savings and Municipal-

Agricultural Reciprocally-beneficial Transactions Act) is designed to address worsening water 

scarcity and drought risk in the American West by introducing market-based incentives into 

agricultural water efficiency investments. The legislation is premised on the finding that 

agricultural water-use efficiency measures are dramatically less expensive—often by an order of 

magnitude—than developing new water supplies such as storage, recycling, or desalination. 

While agricultural efficiency projects can cost hundreds of dollars per acre-foot of water saved, 

new supply projects frequently cost several thousand dollars per acre-foot. Despite this cost 

advantage, market forces have not driven widespread investment in agricultural efficiency due to 

information gaps, farmer distrust of urban entities, and the historical legacy of “buy-and-dry” 

water acquisitions that harmed rural communities. The GROW SMART Act seeks to overcome 

these barriers by funding demonstration projects that show farmers, cities, and industries how 

voluntary partnerships can produce reliable water savings while keeping farmland in production 

and sustaining rural economies. 

Program Purpose and Two-Bill Structure. 

The Act authorizes the Bureau of Reclamation to fund the planning and design of demonstration-

scale projects that test innovative agricultural water efficiency measures and voluntary 

partnerships between agricultural producers and municipal, industrial, and commercial entities. 

These planning funds are intended to demonstrate which practices work in specific regions, at 

what cost, and with what impacts on yields and farm income. The legislation is explicitly 

designed as the first part of a two-bill package: Reclamation would fund project design and 

demonstration, while a subsequent bill would authorize the U.S. Department of Agriculture—

given its larger budget and greater experience with agricultural implementation—to fund broader 

deployment of successful projects. This structure limits federal risk while creating a pathway for 

scalable, privately financed solutions once effectiveness is demonstrated. 
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Innovative Water Efficiency Measures and Partnerships. 

Eligible demonstration projects would focus on innovative or locally unproven approaches that 

significantly reduce agricultural water use while keeping land in production. Examples include 

switching to low water-use crops, innovative irrigation technologies such as precision or 

subsurface drip systems, hydroponics, and alternative feed or commodity crops with 

substantially lower water demands. Some approaches may reduce water use by 30 to 80 percent, 

far exceeding the reductions typically achieved through conventional efficiency measures such 

as standard drip irrigation or seasonal fallowing. Projects would also test contractual partnership 

models in which municipal or industrial entities fund the non-federal share of project costs in 

exchange for acquiring a majority of the water savings, while farmers retain benefits such as 

additional water supplies for other acreage, shared storage, or insurance against drought and 

commodity-market downturns. The legislation explicitly prohibits “buy-and-dry” outcomes by 

requiring that farmland remain in production for the majority of the growing season or, for 

drought-year agreements, for most years of the agreement. 

Independent Agricultural Innovation Pathway. 

In addition to partnership-based projects, the Act authorizes planning support for agricultural 

entities acting independently, or in coordination with state or Tribal programs, to address 

declining groundwater aquifers or surface water supplies. This provision ensures that farmers can 

pursue innovative water-saving strategies even where municipal or industrial partners are not 

available, while still prioritizing approaches that maintain agricultural production and rural 

employment. 

Cost-Effectiveness and Policy Justification. 

The GROW SMART Act is grounded in evidence showing that agricultural water efficiency 

investments deliver some of the lowest-cost water savings available. A peer-reviewed study of 

Bureau of Reclamation investments in the Colorado River Basin found costs ranging from $385 

to $2,444 per acre-foot across hundreds of projects, with agricultural efficiency and reuse 

projects among the most cost-effective. Specific examples cited include hydroponic feed systems 

that could achieve water savings at an amortized cost of roughly $200 to $500 per acre-foot. By 

demonstrating these outcomes at a small scale, the Act aims to unlock private and municipal 

investment in agricultural efficiency, reducing pressure on federal budgets while producing water 

savings that are less expensive than acquiring water rights or constructing new infrastructure. 

Planning Authority, Eligibility, and Funding. 

The Act adds a new planning authority to the Reclamation States Emergency Drought Response 

Act, allowing the Secretary of the Interior to provide planning support for voluntary water-

sharing agreements and water-thrifty agricultural projects. Eligible applicants include 

partnerships between agricultural entities and municipal, industrial, commercial, Tribal, or 

conservation organizations, as well as agricultural entities acting alone for certain projects. 

Applications are intended to be streamlined and not require extensive supporting studies. In 

selecting projects, the Secretary is directed to prioritize proposals that are highly innovative, 

reduce agricultural water use while maintaining production, support rural income and 

employment, demonstrate a strong likelihood of success, include long-term (at least ten-year) 

voluntary agreements, and dedicate a portion of saved water to benefit the broader agricultural 

community or irrigation district. The Act authorizes up to a 75 percent federal cost share for 
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planning activities, with authority to waive the non-federal cost share for Tribal entities, and 

provides funding through a combination of WaterSMART drought response funds and a new 

authorization of $5 million annually for fiscal years 2027 through 2033. 
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January 27, 2026 

To: Municipal Water District of Orange County 

From: Beth Olhasso 

Michael Boccadoro 

RE: January Report 

Overview: 

A weeks-long dry spell is leaving water managers concerned as Spring inches closer and closer. 

The Christmas storms were very helpful, but the lack of precipitation and relatively warm 

weather has caused the snowpack to drop from 74 percent of normal to 58 percent of normal in 

just a month. Currently, the snowpack is at just 35 percent of April 1 average. 

Reservoir levels remain strong, as much of the melting snow has been captured and reservoirs 

are being managed for flood control. Lake Oroville is sitting at 82 percent capacity, 138 percent 

of normal; Lake Shasta is sitting at 80 percent of capacity, 125 percent of average; while San 

Luis Reservoir is at 77 percent of capacity, 106 percent average for this time of year. 

Water use in data centers is getting an increased amount of attention recently. Data center energy 

use continues to be the more robust discussion, and is the topic of an informational hearing in the 

Assembly, however water use is also starting to cause concern. The Public Policy Institute of CA 

(PPIC), the New York Times, CalEPA and others are all starting to talk about water availability 

and the need to use recycled water. It remains to be seen if the Legislature will take another 

crack at water use in data centers in 2026. 

A partnership between water managers, rice growers, state and federal government and others is 

releasing possibly the largest-ever amount of salmon fry ever into rice fields converted to 

wetlands for rearing and release back into the Pacific Ocean. 

Governor Newsom released his 2026-27 preliminary budget projecting a “modest shortfall” of 

$2.9 billion for the upcoming fiscal year, down sharply from previous estimates in a nearly $349 

billion budget proposal that relies heavily on continued windfalls from tech and AI stocks. It’s 

significantly rosier than the grim outlook by the nonpartisan Legislative Analyst’s Office, which 

in November projected an $18 billion deficit. 

The Legislature is back in Sacramento for the second year of the two-year session. January 31 is 

the final day for two-year bills to pass out of their house of origin with only one significant water 

bill moving in the two-year rush. AB 35 (Alvarez) would provide an exemption from the 

Administrative Procedures Act for programs that administer bond funds from Proposition 4. A 

large coalition of water, environmental, labor and local government organizations has joined 

together to promote the legislation. The bill passed over to the Senate and proponents will push 

for early consideration. 

Item No. 2b

10 of 42



2 

 

February 20 is the deadline for new bills to be introduced. Not many bills have “crossed the 

desk” yet in 2026, but the rush is expected in the final days before the deadline. 

 

 

Municipal Water District of Orange County 

Status Report – January 2026 

 

Water Supply Conditions 

The gains made by the snowpack at the end of 2025 are rapidly melting. While the melt is 

getting collected, a snowpack at just 35 percent of April 1 average is very concerning for long-

term water supply. San Luis reservoir is at 106 percent of historical average and 77 percent 

capacity. Lake Oroville is at 82 percent capacity, 138 percent of normal; Lake Shasta is sitting at 

80 percent of capacity, 125 percent of average for this time of the year. 
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Water Use in Data Centers  

Discussions around water use in data centers is starting to pick up. While electricity use in data 

centers has been a hot topic, water has taken a back seat. Governor Newsom vetoed a bill, AB 93 

(Papan) that would have required data centers to be more transparent about water use. 

 

The Public Policy Institute of California (PPIC) is starting a blog series on how artificial 

intelligence may impact California water. 

 

The New York Times discusses how Microsoft’s pledge to cut water use doesn’t align with data 

center expansion. 
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What is reported to possibly be the largest data center in the world is trying to start construction 

without environmental review in Imperial County. The facility is reported to likely use 840 acre-

feet of water per year.  

 

Additionally, the federal EPA is using its Water Reuse Program to help AI data centers meet 

their massive cooling-water needs by promoting the use of recycled and reclaimed water, 

aligning with the Trump administration’s goal of making the U.S. the “AI capital of the world.” 

 

The agency is reviewing state water reuse regulations, especially those governing cooling 

applications, to see how they can better support data centers while strengthening local water 

supplies. This includes treatment standards like oxidation, disinfection, coagulation, and 

filtration. 

 

EPA is also exploring additional, unspecified ways to support water reuse for data centers and 

has signaled that it may promote reuse of oil and gas wastewater through a pending 

reconsideration of effluent limitation guidelines—though that rulemaking has been delayed. 

At the same time, community backlash against data centers is growing due to water and energy 

concerns, especially in water-scarce regions. Environmental, civil rights, and consumer groups 

are calling for moratoriums, and local opposition has already delayed or blocked hundreds of 

billions of dollars in projects. 

 

In response, major tech companies like Microsoft and Amazon are pledging to reduce water use, 

expand recycled water systems, replenish more water than they consume, and adopt new cooling 

technologies that dramatically cut or eliminate water demand. 

 

The Assembly Utilities & Energy Committee and the Assembly Privacy and Consumer 

Protection Committee are having a hearing on January 28 on the impacts of data centers on the 

energy sector. It is also rumored that the Assembly Water, Parks & Wildlife Committee, chaired 

by Assemblymember Papan, will hold a similar hearing on the water impacts.  

 

Legislators have ample opportunity to introduce new legislation regarding water use at data 

centers with three weeks left to introduce bills. 

 

Massive Salmon Fry Release Aims to Restore Populations   

A broad coalition of farmers, fishermen, water managers, researchers, conservation groups, and 

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has released 1.8 million fall-run salmon fry from Coleman 

National Fish Hatchery into winter-flooded rice fields in Yolo County, California, marking one 

of the largest efforts of its kind. 

 

The multiyear project uses working rice fields as floodplain-like habitat, giving young salmon 

access to abundant natural food. Research shows salmon raised in flooded fields grow two to five 

times faster than those confined to river channels, improving their chances of surviving the 

journey to the Pacific and returning as adults. 
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Led by The Bridge Group, the initiative builds on UC Davis and California Trout research and 

aims to release about two million fry annually over the next decade. Scientists will track 

survival, harvest contribution, and adult returns using genetic monitoring, and other technology. 

 

Support comes from USDA NRCS, the Bureau of Reclamation, UC Davis, and multiple fishing 

and farming organizations. Participants see the project as a scalable, collaborative strategy to 

rebuild salmon populations by mimicking historical floodplain conditions in a changing climate. 

 

 

Newsom’s Proposed Budget Highlights Climate and Water Spending, Leaves Key Questions 

for Utilities 

Gov. Gavin Newsom’s proposed 2026–27 California budget continues to prioritize climate 

change and water resilience, even as the state faces ongoing fiscal constraints and uncertainty 

around long-term funding stability. While administration officials emphasize continuity and 

leadership amid federal policy shifts, water utilities and local agencies are left parsing how much 

of the proposed spending translates into practical, implementable support for water supply 

reliability and infrastructure. 

 

Overall, the budget maintains substantial reliance on cap-and-invest revenues, bond funding 

approved by voters in 2024, and special funds to advance climate, water, transportation, housing, 

and wildfire goals. The proposal now heads to the Legislature, where lawmakers are expected to 

scrutinize tradeoffs, timelines, and implementation details. 

 

Climate Programs Drive Major Spending Decisions 

Climate policy remains a central organizing principle of the budget. The administration points to 

the recent extension of California’s cap-and-invest program through 2045 as providing long-term 

certainty for emissions reductions and climate investments. The budget assumes continued 

auction revenue to support a wide range of programs, including high-speed rail, wildfire 

mitigation, clean transportation, and community investments. 

 

From a utility perspective, the continued dependence on cap-and-invest raises familiar questions 

about revenue volatility, regulatory complexity, and the degree to which funds ultimately flow to 

projects that improve core water and energy infrastructure rather than broader climate objectives. 

 

Water Funding Focused on Resilience, Not Operations 

For water agencies, the most direct funding comes from the administration’s proposal to spend 

$792 million from the $10 billion climate and water bond approved by voters in 2024. According 

to the budget, those funds would support: 

• Water storage projects, 

• Groundwater recharge and sustainability efforts, 

• Stream and river restoration, 

• Water recycling projects 

• A range of water resilience and infrastructure projects. 

 

While utilities broadly support investments in storage and groundwater replenishment, the bond-

funded approach underscores that much of the state’s water spending remains project-specific 
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and competitive, rather than providing ongoing funding for operations, maintenance, or 

regulatory compliance costs increasingly borne by local agencies. 

 

Transportation and Energy Compete for Climate Dollars 

The proposal includes $1 billion annually for high-speed rail and another $1 billion in 

discretionary climate funding, alongside more than $2 billion for wildfire and forest management 

at Cal Fire. In addition, the governor proposes $200 million for a new state incentive program to 

encourage light-duty zero-emission vehicle purchases following the elimination of federal EV 

tax credits. 

 

While these initiatives are framed as climate priorities, they also compete for the same limited 

pool of cap-and-invest revenues that fund water, energy affordability, and community 

programs—raising questions about long-term budget balance if auction proceeds decline. 

Implementation and Regulatory Costs Continue to Grow 

 

Questions for Budget Subcommittees 

As budget negotiations unfold, water utilities are likely to focus on: 

• Whether bond-funded water projects align with regional supply and groundwater 

priorities, 

• How climate-driven land-use and housing investments affect local infrastructure 

planning, 

• The sustainability of cap-and-invest revenues as a funding source for water-related 

programs, 

• And whether future budgets will address ongoing operational and regulatory costs, not 

just capital projects. 

 

Budget sub committees will start to meet to discuss elements of the proposal in the coming 

weeks. 

 

Legislative Update 

The Legislature is back into full swing starting the second year of the two-year session in early 

January. Bills still in their house of origin have until January 31 to pass to the other house. While 

members work on their two-year bills, they have also started introducing new legislation ahead 

of the February 20 bill introduction deadline. 

 

WCA staff have not identified any new bills of significance to MWDOC that have been 

introduced, but a bulk of new legislation is still yet to come. 

 

Two-Year Bills: 

AB 35 (Alvarez) would provide an Administrative Procedures Act Exemption for Proposition 4 

bond funds. The legislation will help get bond funds out faster. The bill has over 40 co-authors 

and has not received a single no vote. It has moved to the Senate where proponents will try to 

move the bill quickly.  

 

Starting February 1, Senate Committee assignments will change, as appointed by new President 

Pro Tem Limón.  
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Orange County Delegation committee assignments: 

 

Senator Kelly Seyarto (R-Murrieta) 

• Vice Chair, Appropriations 

• Budget & Fiscal Review 

• Vice Chair, Emergency Management  

• Vice Chair, Housing  

• Local Government  

• Vice Chair, Natural Resources and Water  

• Vice Chair, Public Safety  

• Transportation  

 

Senator Tom Umberg (D-Santa Ana) 

• Chair, Judiciary 

• Business, Professions & Economic Development 

• Elections and Constitutional Amendments 

• Military and Veterans Affairs 

• Transportation 

• Privacy, Digital Technologies, and Consumer Protection 

 

Senator Catherine S. Blakespear (D-Encinitas) 

• Budget & Fiscal Review 

o Subcommittee #2 on Resources, Environmental Protection and Energy 

• Emergency Management 

• Chair, Environmental Quality 

Governmental Organization 

• Transportation 

• Joint Legislative Committee on Climate Change Policies  

 

Senator Tony Strickland (R-Huntington Beach) 

• Vice Chair, Labor, Public Employment and Retirement 

• Banking and Financial Institutions 

• Business, Professions & Economic Development 

• Vice Chair, Transportation 

 

Senator Steve Choi (R-Irvine) 

• Budget & Fiscal Review 

o Subcommittee #2 on Resources, Environmental Protection and Energy 

• Vice Chair, Business, Professions & Economic Development 

• Education 

• Vice Chair, Elections and Constitutional Amendments 

• Vice Chair, Local Government 
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ACKERMAN CONSULTING 

Legal and Regulatory 

February 4, 2026 

1. AI Water Demand:  Every one agrees that artificial intelligence and the business developed
around it will put a large demand on our infrastructure.  Electricity demand will increase over 50%,
data center expansion, semiconductor production and water (130%).  It is estimated that the world
wide demand increase for water will be 8 trillion gallons by 2050.  Water is used to cool the chips
in the computer.  Researchers opine that since we are unlikely to be able to produce that much
new water, the emphasis will be on wastewater treatment and loss reduction in much of the world.
Almost one half of the data centers are already located in drought prone or water scarce locations.
Water is also used extensively in chip and energy production.

2. AI Water Relief:  As soon as a problem arises, someone is always looking to solve it.  The water
concern discussed in Paragraph 1 above as been know for a while, but is now getting more
attention.  Karman Industries, located in Signal Hill, thinks they have a better mouse trap.  They
are proposing to use SpaceX rocket technology to cool the chips, using less room, less energy
and no water.  The high tech chips shut down when they get too hot (200 degrees).  Optimal
temperature is 150 degrees.  Currently, lots of equipment and lots more water is used to keep
them cool.  Karman has a system similar to a heat pump, except these pumps use liquid carbon
dioxide as a refrigerant.  SpaceX voodoo is then used in place of fans to cool the chips. They
estimate they can reduce the equipment footprint by 80% using this method.  The savings in
electricity and water is substantial.  The water use in the US is estimated to be 33 billion gallons
by 2028.

3. Perchlorate Restrictions:  The Environmental Protection Agency will be proposing regulations
to limit perchlorate in drinking water.  This issue has been discussed for decades with no
resolution.  The NRDC and others have claimed that this chemical is very dangerous, particularly
for infants, in lower IQ scores, increased behavioral problems and thyroid issues.  The EPA and
others questions those findings and say the potential health improvement is not justified by the
significant costs.  This chemical is used primarily in rockets, explosives but does occur naturally.
A Federal Appeals Court has ordered the EPA to come up with some regulations.  Even though
less than one tenth of one percent of regulated water systems may have this issue, the court
action will cost and burden all agencies with testing and more paperwork.  The limits being
considered are 20, 40 or 80 parts per billion.

4. High Speed Rail Tax:   The High Speed Rail Authority is proposing an assessment (tax) on
cities, counties and special districts to fund their operations.  It is unclear if this will apply only to
areas where the rails actually pass or the areas which will benefit from the rail service (potentially
the entire State).  It was being promoted as similar to the old redevelopment tax increments

Item No. 2c
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system which was eliminated a few years back.  This came up at a Public Works Coalition 
meeting I attended last week.  The stakeholders present did not believe this had a lot of support 
but we should all be aware of this effort.    

5. Surface Water Costs:  UC Davis has completed a study comparing surface water costs vs 
groundwater costs.  This study looked at drought prices and wet year prices.  As you might 
expect, drought year costs are more but how much more.  A lot.  Surface water prices during 
drought time went up triple in California adding on average $487 per acre foot.   Groundwater 
prices stayed relatively stable despite large swings in rain and snow fall.  Groundwater basins 
have the capacity to store 8 to 12 times more than all the states reservoirs together.  They suggest 
greater usage of the storage capacity of groundwater.  Of course, the trick is getting that water 
into the ground.  They also suggest increasing storage opportunities even in spite of large costs, 
environmental concerns and other issues.  They explain that the water rights law in California is 
a large constraint for centralized control and the groundwater legislation is having issues.     

6. Wildfires Impact on Water:  A leading journal, Science Advances, has done an extensive study 
on the impact of wildfires on water world.  This shows that there are many more variables in the 
equation than originally thought.  Fire intensity is a major driver.  Bad fires cause more short and 
long term damage than medium and light fires.  Elevation:  usually the higher the fire, the less 
damage.  Average temperature:  usually the higher temp regions will experience more and faster 
snow melt and water evaporation.  Topography:  flat vs hilly conditions can cut both ways relative 
to fire intensity and run off scenarios.  Plant cover:  this also can go both ways.  More plant cover 
means more fuel for the big fire but more holding power for rain and snow in light fires. Regional 
differences: every region of the world has its own particular characteristics which makes 
comparison to other fire situations very difficult.  This article puts more emphasis on human 
caused climate change being an increasing risk factor.  But with all the other natural factors it 
becomes less certain.  Considering all of the above, they conclude that fire intensity is the key 
determinate.  Bigger fire, more bad consequences, snow melt, erosion, sediment, runoff damage, 
flooding. 

7. Dogs Find Waste:  Flint, Michigan, which has had more than its share of water issues, is using 
a new tactic.   Apparently, they have an issue with human waste in their sewers and wastewater 
infrastructure.  They are employing dogs trained to sniff out human waste and ignore animal 
waste.   The dog, a German Shepherd mix, is much cheaper and quicker than the normal 
collection and lab test method currently employed.  Flint has 345 outfalls, 8300 manholes and 
almost 15,000 catch basins.  Sable, the dogs name, is going to be very busy.  While the article 
did not mention the basis of this action, I am guessing it is the homeless problem. 

8. Pine Bark Kills Drugs:  Antibiotics and other pharmaceuticals are becoming a big issue in the 
wastewater treatment business.  Between the increase of people using these types of drugs and 
also disposing of the unused pills in the toilet, more of these chemicals are entering the system.   
Many of these drugs are resistant to the normal treatment.  Finland University has discovered 
pine bark may be the answer.  Bark contains a chemical which binds to and degrades the drugs.  
The bark when combined with a cheap magnet can easily separate from the bad stuff and can 
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also be reused.  Its success rate is almost 100% for certain antibiotics.  The bark is cheap and 
plentiful and looks like a great solution.  

9. Sci Fi Solution for Subsidence?:  A San Rafael company, Terranova,  has produced a machine 
which they claim will reverse ground subsidence and combat sea level rise.  The Bay Area is 
experiencing severe issue with high tides, sea level rise and increasing land subsidence.  The 
city of San Rafael is being severely impacted along with many other all around San Francisco 
Bay.  The process is known as land lifting and is not new.  A large machine drills a hole in the 
ground at specified locations forming a crack.  It then pumps wood chips, water and super glue 
into the ground.  This is supposed to stop the subsidence and hopefully lift the surface up.  Their 
proposal is to treat about 240 acres in the San Rafael area at a cost of $92 million.  This project 
would bury 920 acre feet of material in the cracks.  The concept originated in the Netherlands.  
While the project has some support, it has many skeptics.  Arguments against include: idea did 
not come from Bay Area, seismic concerns, underground infrastructure, methane production, not 
tried before.  The issue is very concerning for the Area and every solution is being considered. 

10. Drought Permanent?: Nature, a British scientific journal, released a study on droughts in the 
Southwest US.  They observe that droughts in the last 25 years have been the driest in the region 
for the last 1200 years.  They predict that the drought conditions will last at least another 20 years.  
Their study looked at the Pacific Decadal Oscillation (PDO) which we have discussed before.  
This is the weather pattern in the North Pacific of warm and cool sea temperatures and rainfall 
trends.  Weather predictions are made on measurements from the PDO.  However, the 
predictions are not following conventional thought.  This study believes that human impacts may 
be responsible for half of the variability we have experienced.   Jeremy Klavans, University of 
Colorado professor and lead author for the article, believes that using his theories, more accurate 
predictions of weather can be attained.   Time will tell. 

11. Iran Dry:  Tehran, Iran is running out of water.  Ten millions folks have been regularly 
experiencing low water pressure and no water for days.  They are in their 6th year of drought and 
summer temperatures hit 122 degrees.  Many of the experts put almost complete blame on the 
government.  Mismanagement, inefficient agricultural practices, groundwater overdraft, 
corruption, building mega dams that don’t work.  They have no quick fix and there is no one who 
will trust the government . 
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TO: MWDOC Board of Directors 

FROM: Whittingham Public Affairs Advisors 

DATE:  February 4, 2026 

SUBJECT: February 2026 Local Legislative Report 

Following are a few of the more notable developments and issues that have transpired in 
Orange County over the last several weeks: 

• The California Energy Commission officially responded to Engie North America’s
December 22 request to pause CEC consideration of the proposed 250-megawatt
Compass Energy Storage project in San Juan Capistrano. A January 12 letter signed
by Drew Bohan, Executive Director of the California Energy Commission, stated,
“…the Compass Energy Storage Project is suspended, and CEC staff will
discontinue any work on the project until such time as the suspension ends.”

• The proposed Waste Infrastructure System Enhancements (WISE), Organic
Services, and Disposal Fees and Rates Agreements between the County of Orange
and a coalition of cities and sanitation districts were approved by the Board of
Supervisors at its meeting of January 27. Each jurisdiction will now work to
complete their respective Prop 218 hearings prior to the new fees going into effect
July 1, 2026. The tiered rates for the WISE agreements will start at $67/ton in FY
26-27, increasing to $74/ton in 27-28, $81/ton in 28-29, and $81 + CPI in Year 4.

• Phase II of Orange County’s Climate Action Plan, a comprehensive roadmap
detailing potential projects and programs to reduce greenhouse gas and other
emissions from various sources, was scheduled to come to the Board of Supervisors
on January 27, but was continued to the meeting of February 10. Key initiatives
within the CAP include increasing stormwater capture and infiltration, reducing the
amount of organic waste going to landfills by 75 percent and improving edible food
recovery by 20 percent, and exploring the feasibility of regional anaerobic digestion
and conversion technology facilities. The County is required to have a completed
CAP in order to apply for and secure Proposition 4 grants for these targeted
programs.

• The Board of Supervisors voted to reelect 4th District Supervisor Doug Chaffee to
serve as Chair for 2026, with 5th District Supervisor serving as Vice Chair for a

Item No. 2d
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second consecutive year. Chair Chaffee is termed out of office at the end of the year 
and there are currently four candidates seeking the seat: Fullerton Mayor (and Met 
and OCWD Board Member) Fred Jung, Buena Park Mayor Connor Traut, La Habra 
Councilmember Rose Espinosa, and OC Board of Education Trustee Tim Shaw. 
 

• The California Energy Commission (CEC) formally accepted Engie North America’s 
request to suspend processing of the company’s application to construct a Battery 
Energy Storage System (BESS) adjacent to Saddleback Church’s San Juan 
Capistrano satellite church. In its December 22 letter to the CEC, Engie said it would 
analyze alternative locations and market changes “to improve the economic viability 
of the project.” Engie’s proposed 250-megawatt Compass Energy Storage project 
battery energy storage system would have collected excess energy from the power 
grid, stored it and then discharged it back to the grid during periods of peak demand. 
Engie was planning to purchase 41 acres of a former ranch that fronts Camino 
Capistrano, the railroad tracks and the 5 freeway from Saddleback Church, using 13 
acres for the storage facility and preserving the remainder as natural open space with 
trails. 
 

• Orange County Local Agency Formation Commission (OC LAFCO) reorganized 
its leadership at its January 14 meeting, unanimously selecting Mission Viejo 
Mayor Wendy Bucknum to serve as Chair and Mesa Water® District Board 
member Jim Fisler as Vice Chair for 2026. 
 

• In addition, a number of OC LAFCO Commissioners will be up for reelection this 
year. County Supervisor Don Wagner (who is currently the only County Supervisor 
serving on LAFCO) is expected to be reappointed by the Board of Supervisors at 
its January 27 meeting; Yorba Linda City Council member Peggy Huang as one of 
the two City representatives (the election of which is handled by the City Selection 
Committee); Derek McGregor as the Public Member (appointed by the other 
LAFCO Commissioners); and Special District Commissioners Doug Davert (East 
Orange County Water District), and Alternate Commissioner Kathryn Freschley of 
El Toro Water District. OC LAFCO will be emailing notification letters to each 
Special District by March 9, with nominations and declarations for interested 
candidates due by April 13; ballots will be emailed to each special district presiding 
officer by May 4, with ballots due back to OC LAFCO by June 8. Results will be 
announced on June 15, and the Oath of Office will be administered at the July 8 
OC LAFCO meeting. 
 

• CalOptima Health CEO Michael Hunn, who oversees the County’s $4 billion health 
care plan that serves nearly one in every three Orange County residents, announced 
he will be retiring at the end of the year. Hunn assumed the CEO role in 2021 and 
has navigated the agency through a number of controversies related to the former 
Chair of the CalOptima Board of Directors, Andrew Do, who is currently serving a 
five-year federal prison sentence. 
 

• The Moulton Niguel Water District Board of Directors chose longtime Board 
member Brian Probolsky to serve as President for 2026, with Diane Rifkin serving 
as 1st Vice President and Dick Fiore, who has served on the MNWD Board since 
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1977, as 2nd Vice President. The vote follows the November 20 resignation of 
longtime Board member Duane Cave. 
 

• The Newport Beach City Council voted to rescind a General Plan Amendment it 
approved last October related to the proposed redevelopment of a portion of the 
Newport Beach Golf Course to allow construction of the Snug Harbor Surf Park. A 
Newport Beach resident had submitted a petition containing the required number of 
signatures to force either the rescission or a public vote on the GPA, which would 
have allowed an increased density on the parcel; the surf park will still move forward 
under entitlements approved by the City Planning Commission and City Council, 
albeit with a smaller clubhouse. 
 

• The San Clemente City Council became the first Orange County city to partner with 
a federal agency to remotely patrol its beaches. The council voted to partner with 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection to get a $1 million camera and sensor 
monitoring system up and running on a hilltop at the Avenida Salvador Reservoir. 
The cameras are expected to be installed and active by the end of February.   
 

• The San Clemente City Council also formally approved the ongoing staging of South 
OC Cars and Coffee, with more than 50 supporters speaking at a January 21 hearing. 
The event has been hosted at the Outlets at San Clemente since 2018 and draws exotic 
cars, vintage rides, sports cars, hot rods, motorcycles and more, and has gained global 
attention through the years, drawing celebrities and influencers who mingle among 
the crowds. The city has received complaints from nearby residents about noise and 
safety concerns each Saturday morning. 
 

• Paul Mesmer, longtime member of Surfside Colony Community Services District 
Board of Directors and ISDOC Executive Committee, passed away suddenly in early 
January. 

 
As part of our scope of work, Whittingham Public Affairs Advisors has continued to 
monitor the agendas of the 26 city and water district MWDOC members to identify items 
of relevance to MWDOC. We also continue to monitor activities at the South Coast Air 
Quality Management District and Orange County Water District. 
 
It is a pleasure to work with you and to represent the Municipal Water District of Orange 
County. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Peter Whittingham 
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         Agenda Item No. 9 

STAFF REPORT 

To: Board of Directors  Meeting Date:  February 26, 2026 

From: Vu Chu, Water Resources Supervisor  

Subject: Water Use Efficiency Report 

Rebate Programs: 

The SoCal WaterSmart regional rebate program is available to ETWD customers through 
the collaboration of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, the Municipal 
Water District of Orange County, and ETWD. 

Eligible device purchases may qualify for rebates, contingent on meeting eligibility criteria 
and subject to fund availability. Detailed residential and commercial rebate information is 
accessible at:  

www.etwd.com/conservation/rebates 
www.etwd.com/commercial-rebates 

Actual Customer Rebates Analysis: 

The following ETWD residential customer and commercial customer device rebates were 
approved by the Metropolitan Water District and the Municipal Water District of Orange 
County in January 2026. 

The table below also shows the ETWD residential and commercial rebates approved for 
January 2026 and FY 2025-2026. 

Rebate Program January 2026 FY 2025/26 

High Efficiency Clothes Washer 3 8 

Irrigation Controller (Residential) 8 

Spray to Drip – Commercial 13,831 sq. ft. 



 
Water Use Efficiency Report 
Page 2 
 
 

Spray to Drip – Residential   3,499 sq. ft. 

Turf Replacement – Commercial  19,146 sq. ft. 

Turf Replacement – Residential   2,373 sq. ft. 

 
 
Water Use Efficiency Plan Update: 
 

The District Water Budget-Based Tiered Conservation Rate Structure (WBBTCRS) pricing 
structure is the primary plan that gives customers the incentive needed to be efficient. The 
Plan efforts initially will concentrate on those customers continually in the Inefficient and 
Excessive Tiers (Tiers 3 and 4).  During January 2026, residential customers accounted for 
86.0% of Tier 3 usage and dedicated irrigation accounted for 14.0%. For Tier 4, residential 
customers accounted for 65.2% and dedicated irrigation accounted for 34.8% during the 
same period.  

Total Consumption Comparison to Evapotranspiration (ET) Factor: 

Included in this month’s Water Use Efficiency Report is a chart comparing the current fiscal 
year consumption and ET factor to the fiscal 2024/25 consumption and ET factor. Total 
potable water consumption decreased by 15.58% in January 2026 compared to January 
2025. On a year-to-date basis, potable water consumption through January decreased 
7.48% compared to FY 2024–2025. During the same period, the ET factor decreased from 
2.86 to 2.68. 

ETWD Tier Consumption Information and Usage Information Compared to Previous 
Years:  

The following graphs highlight ETWD year-to-date consumption and consumption by tier for 
the current fiscal year compared to the 2024-2025 fiscal year. ETWD water consumption 
compared to 2013 and 2020 are also included.  
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Residential Laguna Woods
Village Multi Family Trailer Parks Condo Irrigation -

Non-Functional
Irrigation -
Functional Commercial Recycled Water Public Authority Private Fire Flooding
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Third United Mutual 50 GRF
 20,818  21,359  1,204  757

Tier 4 467 97 - -
Tier 3 483 87 - 11
Tier 2 752 460 2 746
Tier 1 19,116 20,715 1,202 -
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Third United Mutual 50 GRF

165,832 290,069 9,089 18,138
Tier 4 2,074 1,453 0 226
Tier 3 3,756 5,681 139 798
Tier 2 35,410 114,444 77 17,114
Tier 1 124,592 168,491 8,873 0
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Third United Mutual 50 GRF LWV Golf
Course

 27,421  22,136  1,497  1,323  1,410
Tier 4 467 97 - -
Tier 3 483 87 - 11
Tier 2 752 460 2 746
Tier 1 19,116 20,715 1,202 -
RW 6,603 777 293 566 1,410
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Third United Mutual 50 GRF LWV Golf
Course

378,687 311,968 12,874 36,116 67,847
Tier 4 2,074 1,453 0 226
Tier 3 3,756 5,681 139 798
Tier 2 35,410 114,444 77 17,114
Tier 1 124,592 168,491 8,873 0
RW 212,855 21,899 3,785 17,978 67,847
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Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
FY 2024-2025 273,341 320,463 323,129 243,352 255,163 186,426 207,474 189,358 143,011 180,075 219,418 237,194

FY 2025-2026 281,724 303,292 307,160 243,370 214,822 148,509 175,157

% Change 3.07% -5.36% -4.94% 0.01% -15.81% -20.34% -15.58%

FY 24/25 ET 6.99 6.81 4.96 3.92 2.83 1.85 2.86 2.64 3.59 4.43 5.43 6.06

FY 25/26 ET 6.65 6.58 4.72 3.69 2.22 1.98 2.68

0.00

1.00

2.00

3.00

4.00

5.00

6.00

7.00

8.00

0

50,000

100,000

150,000

200,000

250,000

300,000

350,000

Co
ns

um
pt

io
n 

in
 C

CF

Total Consumption Comparison (CCF)
FY 2025-26 vs FY 2024-25
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YTD Start Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 0 273,341 593,804 916,933 1,160,285 1,415,448 1,601,874 1,809,348 1,998,706 2,141,717 2,321,792 2,541,210 2,778,404

2025-2026 0 281,724 585,016 892,176 1,135,546 1,350,368 1,498,877 1,674,034

% Change 3.07% -1.48% -2.70% -2.13% -4.60% -6.43% -7.48%
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ETWD Fiscal YTD Consumption  
FY 2025-26 vs FY 2024-25



Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 122,015 131,466 137,296 117,207 133,977 106,134 124,382 119,990 95,801 112,176 122,955 119,806

2025-2026 127,358 128,996 131,302 119,965 123,195 97,859 118,616

% Change 4.38% -1.88% -4.37% 2.35% -8.05% -7.80% -4.64%
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Tier I Consumption 



YTD Start Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 0 122,015 253,481 390,777 507,984 641,961 748,095 872,477 992,467 1,088,268 1,200,444 1,323,399 1,443,205

2025-2026 0 127,358 256,354 387,656 507,621 630,816 728,675 847,291

% Change 4.38% 1.13% -0.80% -0.07% -1.74% -2.60% -2.89%
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Tier I Fiscal YTD Consumption 



Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 106,453 130,835 125,611 73,825 61,340 35,325 34,381 30,087 17,750 33,471 56,045 76,773

2025-2026 108,802 122,934 120,334 70,731 44,415 18,409 17,923

% Change 2.21% -6.04% -4.20% -4.19% -27.59% -47.89% -47.87%

24/25 ET 6.99 6.81 4.96 3.92 2.83 1.85 2.86 2.64 3.59 4.43 5.43 6.06

25/26 ET 6.65 6.58 4.72 3.69 2.22 1.98 2.68
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YTD Start Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 0 106,453 237,288 362,899 436,724 498,064 533,389 567,770 597,857 615,607 649,078 705,123 781,896

2025-2026 0 108,802 231,736 352,070 422,801 467,216 485,625 503,548

% Change 2.21% -2.34% -2.98% -3.19% -6.19% -8.95% -11.31%
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Tier II Fiscal YTD Consumption 



Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 6,754 10,469 10,828 9,107 10,147 7,778 7,493 5,707 3,128 3,676 5,179 5,244
2025-2026 6,207 9,731 10,387 8,848 7,255 4,673 5,149
% Change -8.10% -7.05% -4.07% -2.84% -28.50% -39.92% -31.28%

0

3,000

6,000

9,000

12,000
Co

ns
um

pt
io

n 
in

 C
CF

Tier III Consumption 



YTD Start Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 0 6,754 17,223 28,051 37,158 47,305 55,083 62,576 68,283 71,411 75,087 80,266 85,510
2025-2026 0 6,207 15,938 26,325 35,173 42,428 47,101 52,250

% Change -8.10% -7.46% -6.15% -5.34% -10.31% -14.49% -16.50%
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Tier III Fiscal YTD Consumption 



Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 4,363 7,731 9,636 11,043 15,552 11,334 11,258 6,721 3,754 3,994 4,553 4,740
2025-2026 4,851 6,723 8,328 10,265 9,766 4,871 5,594
% Change 11.18% -13.04% -13.57% -7.05% -37.20% -57.02% -50.31%
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Tier IV Consumption 



YTD Start Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 0 4,363 12,094 21,730 32,773 48,325 59,659 70,917 77,638 81,392 85,386 89,939 94,679

2025-2026 0 4,851 11,574 19,902 30,167 39,933 44,804 50,398
% Change 11.18% -4.30% -8.41% -7.95% -17.37% -24.90% -28.93%
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Tier IV Fiscal YTD Consumption 



Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 75,474 82,708 85,443 67,979 75,147 54,456 65,296 56,524 44,933 57,065 64,583 68,083

2025-2026 77,907 81,112 81,491 66,913 65,316 46,039 53,951

% Change 3.22% -1.93% -4.63% -1.57% -13.08% -15.46% -17.37%
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YTD Start Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 0 75,474 158,182 243,625 311,604 386,751 441,207 506,503 563,027 607,960 665,025 729,608 797,691
2025-2026 0 77,907 159,019 240,510 307,423 372,739 418,778 472,729
% Change 3.22% 0.53% -1.28% -1.34% -3.62% -5.08% -6.67%
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Single Family Residents YTD Consumption 



Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 36,626 39,877 41,955 35,175 42,806 31,815 37,493 37,443 31,331 34,478 35,835 37,454

2025-2026 38,413 38,991 40,467 36,756 39,720 30,918 37,934

% Change 4.88% -2.22% -3.55% 4.49% -7.21% -2.82% 1.18%
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Multi Family Residents Consumption 



YTD Start Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 0 36,626 76,503 118,458 153,633 196,439 228,254 265,747 303,190 334,521 368,999 404,834 442,288
2025-2026 0 38,413 77,404 117,871 154,627 194,347 225,265 263,199
% Change 4.88% 1.18% -0.50% 0.65% -1.06% -1.31% -0.96%
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Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 73,319 88,680 83,822 58,609 52,481 43,471 45,821 48,002 33,449 40,580 52,942 57,365

2025-2026 73,586 82,006 85,095 59,933 45,731 36,485 42,560

% Change 0.36% -7.53% 1.52% 2.26% -12.86% -16.07% -7.12%
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Laguna Woods Village Consumption (Excluding Dedicated Irrigation) 



YTD Start Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 0 73,319 161,999 245,821 304,430 356,911 400,382 446,203 494,205 527,654 568,234 621,176 678,541
2025-2026 0 73,586 155,592 240,687 300,620 346,351 382,836 425,396
% Change 0.36% -3.95% -2.09% -1.25% -2.96% -4.38% -4.66%
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YTD Consumption 



Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 30,101 35,509 35,514 29,395 31,800 24,094 28,142 25,942 21,596 24,574 27,981 27,514
2025-2026 31,308 31,814 33,231 31,690 28,815 21,852 26,728
% Change 4.01% -10.41% -6.43% 7.81% -9.39% -9.31% -5.02%
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YTD Start Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 0 30,101 65,610 101,124 130,519 162,319 186,413 214,555 240,497 262,093 286,667 314,648 342,162
2025-2026 0 31,308 63,122 96,353 128,043 156,858 178,710 205,438
% Change 4.01% -3.79% -4.72% -1.90% -3.36% -4.13% -4.25%
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Commercial YTD Consumption 



Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 54,166 69,236 72,151 49,419 50,582 30,829 28,904 20,536 10,720 21,194 35,512 43,661

2025-2026 57,312 66,275 63,298 46,207 33,864 12,370 12,837

% Change 5.81% -4.28% -12.27% -6.50% -33.05% -59.88% -55.59%

24/25 ET 6.99 6.81 4.96 3.92 2.83 1.85 2.86 2.64 3.59 4.43 5.43 6.06

25/26 ET 6.65 6.58 4.72 3.69 2.22 1.98 2.68
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Dedicated Irrigation Consumption (including LWV) 
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YTD Start Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 0 54,166 123,402 195,553 244,972 295,554 326,383 355,287 375,823 386,543 407,737 443,249 486,910
2025-2026 0 57,312 123,587 186,885 233,092 266,956 279,326 292,163
% Change 5.81% 0.15% -4.43% -4.85% -9.68% -14.42% -17.77%
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Dedicated Irrigation Consumption (including LWV)
YTD Consumption 



Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
FY 2024-2025 76,508 100,368 96,005 64,890 49,208 30,793 27,651 25,705 8,085 22,263 51,983 60,007
FY 2025-2026 87,896 102,736 91,867 64,788 30,130 12,319 12,501

% Change 14.88% 2.36% -4.31% -0.16% -38.77% -59.99% -54.79%

FY 24/25 ET 6.99 6.81 4.96 3.92 2.83 1.85 2.86 2.64 3.59 4.43 5.43 6.06

FY 25/26 ET 6.65 6.58 4.72 3.69 2.22 1.98 2.68
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Recycled Water Consumption
FY 2025-26 vs FY 2024-25
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YTD Start Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun
2024-2025 0 76,508 176,876 272,881 337,771 386,979 417,772 445,423 471,128 479,213 501,476 553,459 613,466
2025-2026 0 87,896 190,632 282,499 347,287 377,417 389,736 402,237
% Change 14.88% 7.78% 3.52% 2.82% -2.47% -6.71% -9.70%
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Recycled Water YTD Consumption 



Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2020 Potable 400.80 423.80 407.54 367.77 524.43 639.41 738.29 775.67 752.37 685.68 619.43 495.20
2026 Potable 402.11
Potable % Change 0.33%
2020 ET 2.42 3.43 3.53 4.47 6.59 5.93 7.23 7.19 5.45 4.38 2.92 2.62
2026 ET 2.68
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ETWD Customer Consumption vs 2020 (Potable AF)
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Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2013 Potable 441.82 537.37 551.75 682.75 855.14 903.87 948.61 1023.72 1079.11 830.36 789.23 526.37

2026 Potable 402.11

Potable % Change -8.99%
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ETWD WATER USAGE COMPARED TO 2013
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I hereby certify that the following Agenda was posted at least 72 
hours prior to the time of the Board Meeting so noticed below at 
the usual agenda posting location of the South Orange County 
Wastewater Authority (SOCWA) and at www.socwa.com. 
 

Lynda May, Assistant Secretary 
SOCWA and the Board of Directors thereof 

 
Regular Meeting of The 

South Orange County Wastewater Authority 
Board of Directors 

February 5, 2026 
8:30 a.m. 

 
PHYSICAL MEETING LOCATION: 

South Orange County Wastewater Authority 
34156 Del Obispo Street 
Dana Point, CA 92629 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING ROOM IS WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE. IF YOU REQUIRE ANY SPECIAL DISABILITY RELATED 
ACCOMMODATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT THE SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY SECRETARY’S OFFICE AT (949) 234- 
5400 AT LEAST SEVENTY-TWO (72) HOURS PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED MEETING TO REQUEST SUCH ACCOMMODATIONS. THIS AGENDA 
CAN BE OBTAINED IN ALTERNATE FORMAT UPON REQUEST TO THE SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY’S SECRETARY 
AT LEAST SEVENTY-TWO (72) HOURS PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED MEETING. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC HAVE THE OPTION TO 
PARTICIPATE IN AND MAY JOIN THE MEETING REMOTELY VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE FOR VISUAL INFORMATION ONLY (USE ZOOM LINK 
BELOW) AND BY TELECONFERENCE FOR AUDIO PARTICIPATION (USE PHONE NUMBERS BELOW). THIS IS A PHONE-CALL MEETING AND 
NOT A WEB-CAST MEETING, SO PLEASE REFER TO AGENDA MATERIALS AS POSTED ON THE WEBSITE AT WWW.SOCWA.COM. ON YOUR 
REQUEST, EVERY EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO ACCOMMODATE PARTICIPATION. FOR PARTIES PARTICIPATING REMOTELY, PUBLIC 
COMMENTS WILL BE TAKEN DURING THE MEETING FOR ORAL COMMUNICATION IN ADDITION TO PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED BY 
PARTIES PARTICIPATING IN PERSON. COMMENTS MAY BE SUBMITTED PRIOR TO THE MEETING VIA EMAIL TO ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
LYNDA MAY AT LMAY@SOCWA.COM WITH THE SUBJECT LINE “REQUEST TO PROVIDE PUBLIC COMMENT.” IN THE EMAIL, PLEASE 
INCLUDE YOUR NAME, THE ITEM YOU WISH TO SPEAK ABOUT, AND THE TELEPHONE NUMBER YOU WILL BE CALLING FROM SO THAT THE 
COORDINATOR CAN UN-MUTE YOUR LINE WHEN YOU ARE CALLED UPON TO SPEAK. THOSE MAKING PUBLIC COMMENT REQUESTS 
REMOTELY VIA TELEPHONE IN REAL-TIME WILL BE ASKED TO PROVIDE YOUR NAME, THE ITEM YOU WISH TO SPEAK ABOUT, AND THE 
TELEPHONE NUMBER THAT YOU ARE CALLING FROM SO THE COORDINATOR CAN UNMUTE YOUR LINE WHEN YOU ARE CALLED UPON TO 
SPEAK. ONCE THE MEETING HAS COMMENCED, THE CHAIR WILL INVITE YOU TO SPEAK AND ASK THE COORDINATOR TO UNMUTE YOUR 
LINE AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME. 

AGENDA ATTACHMENTS AND OTHER WRITINGS THAT ARE DISCLOSABLE PUBLIC RECORDS DISTRIBUTED TO ALL, OR A MAJORITY OF, 
THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN CONNECTION WITH A MATTER 
SUBJECT FOR DISCUSSION OR CONSIDERATION AT AN OPEN MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS ARE AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 
INSPECTION IN THE AUTHORITY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE LOCATED AT 34156 DEL OBISPO STREET, DANA POINT, CA (“AUTHORITY 
OFFICE”) OR BY PHONE REQUEST MADE TO THE AUTHORITY OFFICE AT 949-234-5400. IF SUCH WRITINGS ARE DISTRIBUTED TO 
MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS LESS THAN SEVENTY-TWO (72) HOURS PRIOR TO THE MEETING, THEY WILL BE AVAILABLE IN 
THE RECEPTION AREA OF THE AUTHORITY OFFICE AT THE SAME TIME AS THEY ARE DISTRIBUTED TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND 
SENT TO ANY REMOTE PARTICIPANTS REQUESTING EMAIL DELIVERY OR POSTED ON SOCWA’S WEBSITE. IF SUCH WRITINGS ARE 
DISTRIBUTED IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO, OR DURING, THE MEETING, THEY WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE MEETING ROOM OR IMMEDIATELY 
UPON VERBAL REQUEST TO BE DELIVERED VIA EMAIL TO REQUESTING PARTIES PARTICIPATING REMOTELY. 

 
THE PUBLIC MAY PARTICIPATE REMOTELY BY VIRTUAL MEANS. FOR AUDIO OF MEETING USE THE CALL 

IN PHONE NUMBERS BELOW AND FOR VIDEO USE THE ZOOM LINK BELOW. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://socwa.zoom.us/ 

 
Meeting ID: 864 8710 6761 

Passcode: 636881 
 

One Tap Mobile 
+16694449171,, 86487106761#,,,,*636881# US  
+16699006833,, 86487106761#,,,,*636881# US (San Jose) 

http://www.socwa.com/
http://www.socwa.com/
mailto:LMAY@SOCWA.COM
https://socwa.zoom.us/j/86487106761?pwd=pjjMiEOhbhhZobWRVj0ZAuMx9ogozJ.1
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1. CALL TO ORDER 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
3. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

 
Members of the public may address the Board regarding an item on the agenda or may 
reserve this opportunity during the meeting at the time the item is discussed by the Board. 
There will be a three-minute limit for public comments. 
 

4. APPROVAL OF BOARD MEMBER REQUEST FOR REMOTE PARTICIPATION 
 
ACTION   Board Discussion/Direction and Action. 

 
PAGE NO. 

 
5. CONSENT CALENDAR 

 
A. Minutes of Board of Directors ...................................................................................................... 1 

 
• Board of Directors Regular Meeting of January 8, 2026 

 
ACTION The Board will be requested to approve the subject Minutes. 

 
B. Minutes of Engineering Committee ............................................................................................. 5 

 
• Engineering Committee Meeting of November 13, 2025 

 
ACTION The Board will be requested to receive and file the subject Minutes. 
 

C. Minutes of Finance Committee ................................................................................................... 9 
 

• Finance Committee Meeting of November 18, 2025 
 
ACTION The Board will be requested to receive and file the subject Minutes. 
 

D. Minutes of the Executive Committee ...................................................................................... 12 
 

• Executive Committee Meeting of January 27, 2026 
 

ACTION The Board will be requested to receive and file the subject Minutes. 
 

E. December 2025 Operations Report ........................................................................................ 14 
1. Monthly Operational Report 
2. SOCWA Ocean Outfall Discharges by Agency 
3. Fiscal Year Report on Key Operational Expenses 
4. Beach Ocean Monitoring Report 
5. Recycled Water Report 
6. Pretreatment Report (January) 
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ACTION The Board will be requested to receive and file subject reports as 

submitted. 
 

F. Capital Improvement Construction Projects Progress and Change Order Report 
(December) [Project Committees 2 and 15] ............................................................................ 66 
 
ACTION Information Item.   

 
6. ENGINEERING MATTERS 

 
A. Contract Award for Coastal Treatment Plant Personnel Building Phase 2 Upgrades [Project 

Committee 15] ........................................................................................................................ 80 
 
ACTION Staff recommends that the PC 15 Board Directors: 
 

1. Authorize execution of a construction contract with T.E. Roberts in the amount of 
$649,848.00. 

2. Approve a contract contingency of $97,500 to address any unforeseen conditions 
encountered during the work. 
 

B.  ETM Reach B Techite Pipe Replacement Final Design [Project Committee 21]  .................... 85 
 
ACTION Staff recommends that the PC 21 Board Directors: 
 

1. Authorize execution of a final design contract with BKF in the amount of $483,073. 
2. Approve a contract contingency of $48,307, for a total project authorization of 

$531,380 to address any unforeseen conditions and optional tasks if needed 
during the work. 

 
7. GENERAL MANAGER’S REPORT 

 
A. CSRMA Pooled Liability Program Renewal ............................................................................ 100 

 
ACTION Information Item. 
 

B. Budget Assumptions and Schedule ........................................................................................ 101 
 
ACTION Board Discussion/Direction and Action. 

 
C. General Manager’s Report  ..................................................................................................... 104 

 
ACTION Information Item. 
 

D. General Counsel’s Report ....................................................................................................... 121 
 

  Resolution No. 2026-1: A Resolution of the Board of Directors of the South Orange 
 County Wastewater Authority Authorizing Optional Teleconferencing, Remote 

Participation By Board Members, And Virtual Meetings Of Committees Pursuant To 
Government Code Sections 54953.8.7 And 54953.8.6 (Senate Bill 707) 
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ACTION Staff recommends that the Board of Directors approve Resolution No. 

2026-1: A Resolution of the Board of Directors of the South Orange County 
Wastewater Authority Authorizing Optional Teleconferencing, Remote 
Participation By Board Members, And Virtual Meetings Of Committees 
Pursuant To Government Code Sections 54953.8.7 And 54953.8.6 
(Senate Bill 707). 

 
E. Cost Allocation Policy ............................................................................................................. 125 

 
ACTION Board Discussion/Direction and Action. 
 

F. Upcoming Meetings Schedule:  
• March 5, 2026 – Board of Directors Regular Meeting 
• February 12, 2026 – Engineering Committee Meeting 
• February 17, 2026 – Finance Committee Meeting 
 

ACTION Information Item. 
 

8. CLOSED SESSION 
 

A. Closed Session Conference Pursuant to Government Code § 54957(b)(1)   
  Public Employment 

Title: General Counsel 
 

B. Closed Session Conference Pursuant to Government Code § 54957(b)(1)   
  Public Employment 

Title: General Manager 
 
Report out of Closed Session 

 
9. OTHER MATTERS 

 
Determine the need to take action on the following item(s) introduced by the General Manager, 
which arose after the posted agenda. [Adoption of this action requires a two-thirds vote of the 
Board, or if less than two-thirds are present, a unanimous vote.] 

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 

THE NEXT SOCWA BOARD MEETING 
March 5, 2026 



   

 

NOTICE OF CANCELLATION 
 

OF THE 
 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE  
 

ENGINEERING COMMITTEE 
 

February 12, 2026 
 

8:30 a.m. 
 

 
  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Regular Meeting of the South Orange County Wastewater 

Authority Engineering Committee to be held on February 12, 2026, at 8:30 a.m. at the SOCWA 

Administrative Office located at 34156 Del Obispo Street, Dana Point, California, has been 

canceled. The next Engineering Committee meeting is scheduled for February 19, 2026, at 8:30 

a.m.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Notice was personally emailed, faxed, or mailed to each member 
of the Engineering Committee. 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Notice was posted at the South Orange County Wastewater 
Authority (SOCWA) 's usual agenda posting location and at www.socwa.com. 
           
Dated this 9th day of February 2026. 

 
 
 

_________________________________________________ 
Lynda May, Administrative Assistant 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 
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NOTICE OF REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE  
SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

February 17, 2026 
10:30 a.m. 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a Regular Meeting of the South Orange County Wastewater Authority 
(SOCWA) Finance Committee was called to be held on February 17, 2026, at 10:30 a.m. SOCWA staff 
will be present and conducting the meeting at the SOCWA Administrative Office located at 34156 Del 
Obispo Street, Dana Point, California. 

 
THE SOCWA MEETING ROOM IS WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE. IF YOU REQUIRE ANY SPECIAL DISABILITY RELATED 
ACCOMMODATIONS, PLEASE CONTACT THE SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY SECRETARY’S OFFICE AT (949) 
234-5400 AT LEAST SEVENTY-TWO (72) HOURS PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED MEETING TO REQUEST SUCH ACCOMMODATIONS. 
THIS AGENDA CAN BE OBTAINED IN ALTERNATE FORMAT UPON REQUEST TO THE SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER 
AUTHORITY’S SECRETARY AT LEAST SEVENTY-TWO (72) HOURS PRIOR TO THE SCHEDULED MEETING. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
HAVE THE OPTION TO PARTICIPATE IN AND MAY JOIN THE MEETING REMOTELY VIA VIDEO CONFERENCE FOR VISUAL INFORMATION 
ONLY (USE ZOOM LINK BELOW) AND BY TELECONFERENCE FOR AUDIO PARTICIPATION (USE PHONE NUMBERS BELOW). THIS IS A 
PHONE-CALL MEETING AND NOT A WEB-CAST MEETING, SO PLEASE REFER TO AGENDA MATERIALS AS POSTED ON THE WEBSITE 
AT  WWW.SOCWA.COM, ON YOUR REQUEST, EVERY EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO ACCOMMODATE PARTICIPATION. FOR PARTIES 
PARTICIPATING REMOTELY, PUBLIC COMMENTS WILL BE TAKEN DURING THE MEETING FOR ORAL COMMUNICATION IN ADDITION 
TO PUBLIC COMMENTS RECEIVED BY PARTIES PARTICIPATING IN PERSON. COMMENTS MAY BE SUBMITTED PRIOR TO THE 
MEETING VIA EMAIL TO ASSISTANT SECRETARY LYNDA MAY AT LMAY@SOCWA.COM WITH THE SUBJECT LINE “REQUEST TO 
PROVIDE PUBLIC COMMENT.” IN THE EMAIL, PLEASE INCLUDE YOUR NAME, THE ITEM YOU WISH TO SPEAK ABOUT, AND THE 
TELEPHONE NUMBER YOU WILL BE CALLING FROM SO THAT THE COORDINATOR CAN UN-MUTE YOUR LINE WHEN YOU ARE CALLED 
UPON TO SPEAK. THOSE MAKING PUBLIC COMMENT REQUESTS REMOTELY VIA TELEPHONE IN REAL-TIME WILL BE ASKED TO 
PROVIDE YOUR NAME, THE ITEM YOU WISH TO SPEAK ABOUT, AND THE TELEPHONE NUMBER THAT YOU ARE CALLING FROM SO 
THE COORDINATOR CAN UN-MUTE YOUR LINE WHEN YOU ARE CALLED UPON TO SPEAK. ONCE THE MEETING HAS COMMENCED, 
THE CHAIR WILL INVITE YOU TO SPEAK AND ASK THE COORDINATOR TO UN-MUTE YOUR LINE AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME. 

 
AGENDA ATTACHMENTS AND OTHER WRITINGS THAT ARE DISCLOSABLE PUBLIC RECORDS DISTRIBUTED TO ALL, OR A MAJORITY 
OF, THE MEMBERS OF THE SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY FINANCE COMMITTEE IN CONNECTION WITH A 
MATTER SUBJECT FOR DISCUSSION OR CONSIDERATION AT AN OPEN MEETING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE ARE AVAILABLE FOR 
PUBLIC INSPECTION IN THE AUTHORITY ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE LOCATED AT 34156 DEL OBISPO STREET, DANA POINT, CA 
(“AUTHORITY OFFICE”) OR BY PHONE REQUEST MADE TO THE AUTHORITY OFFICE AT 949-234-5400. IF SUCH WRITINGS ARE 
DISTRIBUTED TO MEMBERS OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE LESS THAN SEVENTY-TWO (72) HOURS PRIOR TO THE MEETING, THEY 
WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE RECEPTION AREA OF THE AUTHORITY OFFICE AT THE SAME TIME AS THEY ARE DISTRIBUTED TO THE 
FINANCE COMMITTEE AND SENT TO ANY REMOTE PARTICIPANTS REQUESTING EMAIL DELIVERY OR POSTED ON SOCWA’S 
WEBSITE. IF SUCH WRITINGS ARE DISTRIBUTED IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO, OR DURING, THE MEETING, THEY WILL BE AVAILABLE IN 
THE MEETING ROOM OR IMMEDIATELY UPON VERBAL REQUEST TO BE DELIVERED VIA EMAIL TO REQUESTING PARTIES 
PARTICIPATING REMOTELY. 

 
THE PUBLIC MAY PARTICIPATE REMOTELY BY VIRTUAL MEANS FOR AUDIO OF MEETING USE 

THE CALL IN PHONE NUMBERS BELOW AND FOR VIDEO USE THE ZOOM LINK BELOW. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
https://socwa.zoom.us 

 
Meeting ID: 827 3559 1941 

Passcode: 834492 
 

One Tap Mobile 
+16694449171,,82735591941#,,,,*834492# US 

+16699006833,, 82735591941#,,,,*834492# US (San Jose) 
 

 

http://www.socwa.com/
mailto:lmay@socwa.com
https://socwa.zoom.us/j/82735591941?pwd=5LWHiHpwgJyaCexDC2cE9JgkSx9gPo.1


FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING         
February 17, 2026 
 

ii 
 

AGENDA 
  
1. Call Meeting to Order  
 
2. Public Comments  
 

THOSE WISHING TO ADDRESS THE FINANCE COMMITTEE ON ANY ITEM LISTED ON THE AGENDA WILL 
BE REQUESTED TO IDENTIFY AT THE OPENING OF THE MEETING AND PRIOR TO THE CLOSE OF THE 
MEETING. THE AUTHORITY REQUESTS THAT YOU STATE YOUR NAME WHEN MAKING THE REQUEST IN 
ORDER THAT YOUR NAME MAY BE CALLED TO SPEAK ON THE ITEM OF INTEREST. THE CHAIR OF THE 
MEETING WILL RECOGNIZE SPEAKERS FOR COMMENT AND GENERAL MEETING DECORUM SHOULD 
BE OBSERVED IN ORDER THAT SPEAKERS ARE NOT TALKING OVER EACH OTHER DURING THE CALL. 

 
3. Approval of Committee Member Request for Remote Participation (Standing Item) 
 

Recommended Action: Committee Discussion/Direction and Action. 
 

PAGE NO. 
 
4. Approval of Minutes..................................................................................................................... 1 

 
• Finance Committee Meeting of January 20, 2026 

 
Recommended Action: Staff recommend that the Finance Committee approve the subject 
minutes as submitted. 

 
5. FY 24-25 Annual Audit Presentation ........................................................................................... 4 
 

Recommended Action: Committee Discussion, Direction, or Action 
 

6. PARS 115 Trust Presentation ..................................................................................................... 18 
 
Recommended Action: Staff recommend that the Finance Committee recommend that the 
Board of Directors receive and file the PARS report. 
 

7. Use Audit Update and Presentation ............................................................................................ 65 
 
Recommended Action: Committee Discussion, Direction, or Action 

 
8. FY 26-27 Final Draft O&M Budget ............................................................................................... 68 
 

Recommended Action: Committee Discussion, Direction, or Action 
 
9. Draft Cost Allocation Policy ......................................................................................................... 74 
 

Recommended Action: Committee Discussion, Direction, or Action 
 
10. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 



FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING         
February 17, 2026 
 

iii 
 

I hereby certify that the foregoing Notice was personally emailed or mailed to each member of the 
SOCWA Finance Committee at least 72 hours prior to the scheduled time of the Regular Meeting 
referred to above. 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing Notice was posted at least 72 hours prior to the time of the 
above-referenced Finance Committee meeting at the usual agenda posting location of the South 
Orange County Wastewater Authority and at www.socwa.com. 
 
Dated this 13th day of February 2026. 
  
 

________________________________________________ 
Lynda May, Assistant Clerk 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY WASTEWATER AUTHORITY 

http://www.socwa.com/


MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT OF ORANGE COUNTY 

Jointly with the 
PLANNING & OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 

18700 Ward Street, Conference Room 101, Fountain Valley, CA  92708 
February 2, 2026, 8:30 a.m. 

Teleconference Sites: 
25652 Paseo De La Paz, San Juan Capistrano, CA  92675 

17420 Walnut Street, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 

This meeting will be held in person at 18700 Ward Street, Fountain Valley, California, 92708 (Conference 
Room 101).  As a convenience for the public, the meeting may also be accessed by Zoom Webinar and 
will be available by either computer or telephone audio as indicated below.  Because this is an in-person 
meeting and the Zoom component is not required, but rather is being offered as a convenience, if there 
are any technical issues during the meeting, this meeting will continue and will not be suspended. 

Computer Audio: You can join the Zoom meeting by clicking on the following link: 
https://zoom.us/j/8828665300 

Telephone Audio: (669) 900 9128 fees may apply
(877) 853 5247 Toll-free

Webinar ID:   882 866 5300#

P&O Committee: 
Director Seckel, Chair 
Director Yoo Schneider 
Director McVicker  

Ex Officio Member:  President Dick 

Staff:  H. De La Torre, M. Baum-Haley, 
A. Crespi, C. Busslinger, V. Osborn,
K. Pham

MWDOC Committee meetings are noticed and held as joint meetings of the Committee and the entire Board of 
Directors, and all members of the Board of Directors may attend and participate in the discussion. Each Committee 
has designated Committee members, and other members of the Board are designated alternate committee members. 
If less than a quorum of the full Board is in attendance, the Board meeting will be adjourned for lack of a quorum and 
the meeting will proceed as a meeting of the Committee with those Committee members and alternate members in 
attendance acting as the Committee. 

ROLL CALL 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Public comments on agenda items and items under the jurisdiction of the Committee should be made at this time. 

ITEMS RECEIVED TOO LATE TO BE AGENDIZED 
Determine need and take action to agendize item(s), which arose subsequent to the posting of the Agenda. 
(Requires a unanimous vote of the Committee). 

ITEMS DISTRIBUTED TO THE BOARD LESS THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE MEETING 
Pursuant to Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt public records that relate to open session agenda 
items and are distributed to a majority of the Board less than 72 hours prior to the meeting will be available for 
public inspection in the lobby of the District’s business office located at 18700 Ward Street, Fountain Valley, 
California 92708, during regular business hours. When practical, these public records will also be made available 
on the District’s Internet Website, accessible at http://www.mwdoc.com. 
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P&O Committee Meeting         February 2, 2026 
 

 

PRESENTATION ITEM  
 
1. WATER EMERGENCY RESPONSE ORGANIZATION OF ORANGE COUNTY 

(WEROC) ANNUAL REPORT  
 

ACTION ITEM 
 
2. INDEPENDENT SPECIAL DISTRICTS OF ORANGE COUNTY (ISDOC) BYLAWS 

UPDATE 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS  
 
3. MWDOC EDUCATION INITIATIVES UPDATE 
 
4. MWDOC WATER POLICY FORUM / 75TH ANNIVERSARY RECAP  

 
5. PUBLIC AFFAIRS HIGHLIGHTS 

 
6. DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES REPORTS 

a. Ongoing MWDOC Reliability and Engineering/Planning Projects 
b. WEROC 
c. Water Use Efficiency Projects 
d. Public and Government Affairs 

 
7. REVIEW OF ISSUES RELATED TO PLANNING OR ENGINEERING PROJECTS, 

WEROC, WATER USE EFFICIENCY, FACILITY AND EQUIPMENT MAINTENANCE, 
WATER STORAGE, WATER QUALITY, CONJUNCTIVE USE PROGRAMS, 
EDUCATION, PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS AND EVENTS, PUBLIC INFORMATION 
PROJECTS, PUBLIC INFORMATION CONSULTANTS, DISTRICT FACILITIES, AND 
MEMBER AGENCY RELATIONS 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
NOTE: At the discretion of the Committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed for 
action, may be deliberated, and may be subject to action by the Committee.  On those items designated for Board 
action, the Committee reviews the items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors; 
final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for Committee and Board meetings may be obtained 
from the District Secretary.  Members of the public are advised that the Board consideration process includes 
consideration of each agenda item by one or more Committees indicated on the Board Action Sheet. Attendance 
at Committee meetings and the Board meeting considering an item consequently is advised. 
 
Accommodations for the Disabled.  Any person may make a request for a disability-related modification or 
accommodation needed for that person to be able to participate in the public meeting by telephoning Angela 
Crespi, District Secretary, at (714) 963-3058, or writing to Municipal Water District of Orange County at 18700 
Ward Street, Unit B, Fountain Valley, CA 92708.  Requests must specify the nature of the disability and the type 
of accommodation requested.  A telephone number or other contact information should be included so that District 
staff may discuss appropriate arrangements.  Persons requesting a disability-related accommodation should 
make the request with adequate time before the meeting for the District to provide the requested accommodation. 
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WORKSHOP MEETING OF THE 
MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT OF ORANGE COUNTY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS WITH METROPOLITAN DIRECTORS 
18700 Ward Street, Conference Room 101, Fountain Valley, California 

February 4, 2026, 8:30 a.m. 
 

 Teleconference Sites: 
25652 Paseo De La Paz, San Juan Capistrano, CA  92675 

17420 Walnut Street, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 
 

This meeting will be held in person at 18700 Ward Street, Fountain Valley, California, 92708 (Conference 
Room 101).  As a convenience for the public, the meeting may also be accessed by Zoom Webinar and 
will be available by either computer or telephone audio as indicated below.  Because this is an in-person 
meeting and the Zoom component is not required, but rather is being offered as a convenience, if there 
are any technical issues during the meeting, this meeting will continue and will not be suspended.   
 

Computer Audio: You can join the Zoom meeting by clicking on the following link: 
https://zoom.us/j/8828665300 

 
     Telephone Audio: (669) 900 9128 fees may apply 

 (877) 853 5247 Toll-free 
     Webinar ID:   882 866 5300#   
 

AGENDA 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
At this time members of the public will be given an opportunity to address the Board concerning items within 
the subject matter jurisdiction of the Board. Members of the public may also address the Board about a particular 
Agenda item at the time it is considered by the Board and before action is taken. 
 
The Board requests, but does not require, that members of the public who want to address the Board complete 
a voluntary “Request to be Heard” form available from the Board Secretary prior to the meeting. 
 
ITEMS RECEIVED TOO LATE TO BE AGENDIZED 
Determine need and take action to agendize item(s), which arose subsequent to the posting of the Agenda. 
(ROLL CALL VOTE: Adoption of this recommendation requires a two-thirds vote of the Board members present 
or, if less than two-thirds of the Board members are present a unanimous vote). 
 
ITEMS DISTRIBUTED TO THE BOARD LESS THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE MEETING 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.5, non-exempt public records that relate to open session agenda 
items and are distributed to a majority of the Board less than 72 hours prior to the meeting will be available for 
public inspection in the lobby of the District’s business office located at 18700 Ward Street, Fountain Valley, 
California 92708, during regular business hours. When practical, these public records will also be made 
available on the District’s Internet Website, accessible at http://www.mwdoc.com. 
 

NEXT RESOLUTION NO. 2169 
PRESENTATION ITEM 
 
1. DOHENY OCEAN DESALINATION PROJECT UPDATE (PRESENTATION BY 

SOUTH COAST WATER DISTRICT GENERAL MANAGER – RICK SHINTAKU)  
 

Recommendation:  Receive and file the presentation. 
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Workshop Board Agenda February 4, 2026 
 

 

DISCUSSION ITEMS  
 

2. LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES 
a. Federal Legislative Report (Natural Resource Results) 
b. State Legislative Report (West Coast Advisors) 
c. Legal and Regulatory Report (Ackerman) 
d. County Legislative Report (Whittingham) 

 
Recommendation:  Review and discuss the information presented. 
 

3. QUESTIONS OR INPUT ON MET ISSUES FROM THE MEMBER AGENCIES/ 
METROPOLITAN DIRECTOR REPORTS REGARDING METROPOLITAN 
COMMITTEE PARTICIPATION 

 
Recommendation:  Receive input and discuss the information presented.  

 
INFORMATION ITEMS  
 
4. METROPOLITAN ITEMS CRITICAL TO ORANGE COUNTY  

a. Metropolitan’s Finances 
b. Metropolitan’s Water Supply Condition Update 
c. Metropolitan’s Water Quality Update 
d. Colorado River Issues 
e. Delta Conveyance Activities and State Water Project Issues 

 
5. METROPOLITAN BOARD AGENDA DISCUSSION ITEMS 

a. Summary regarding January Metropolitan Board Meeting 
b. Review items of significance for Metropolitan Board Agenda 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Note: Accommodations for the Disabled.  Any person may make a request for a disability-related modification 
or accommodation needed for that person to be able to participate in the public meeting by contacting Angela 
Crespi, District Secretary, at (714) 963-3058, or writing to Municipal Water District of Orange County at 18700 
Ward Street, Unit B, Fountain Valley, CA 92708.  Requests must specify the nature of the disability and the 
type of accommodation requested.  A telephone number or other contact information should be included so that 
District staff may discuss appropriate arrangements.  Persons requesting a disability-related accommodation 
should make the request with adequate time before the meeting for the District to provide the requested 
accommodation. 
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MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT OF ORANGE COUNTY 

Jointly with the 
ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE COMMITTEE  

18700 Ward Street, Conference Room 101, Fountain Valley, CA  92708 
February 11, 2026, 8:30 a.m. 

 
Teleconference Sites: 

25652 Paseo De La Paz, San Juan Capistrano, CA  92675 
17420 Walnut Street, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 

 
This meeting will be held in person at 18700 Ward Street, Fountain Valley, California, 92708 (Conference 
Room 101).  As a convenience for the public, the meeting may also be accessed by Zoom Webinar and 
will be available by either computer or telephone audio as indicated below.  Because this is an in-person 
meeting and the Zoom component is not required, but rather is being offered as a convenience, if there 
are any technical issues during the meeting, this meeting will continue and will not be suspended. 
 

Computer Audio: You can join the Zoom meeting by clicking on the following link: 
https://zoom.us/j/8828665300 

 
    Telephone Audio: (669) 900 9128 fees may apply 

 (877) 853 5247 Toll-free 
    Webinar ID:   882 866 5300# 
 
A&F Committee: 
Director Thomas, Chair 
Director Crane 
Director Nederhood 
 
Ex Officio Member: President Dick 

Staff:  H. De La Torre, M. Baum-Haley, 
A. Crespi, C. Harris, H. Chumpitazi,  
K. Pham 
 

 
MWDOC Committee meetings are noticed and held as joint meetings of the Committee and the entire Board of 
Directors and all members of the Board of Directors may attend and participate in the discussion. Each Committee 
has designated Committee members, and other members of the Board are designated alternate committee members. 
If less than a quorum of the full Board is in attendance, the Board meeting will be adjourned for lack of a quorum and 
the meeting will proceed as a meeting of the Committee with those Committee members and alternate members in 
attendance acting as the Committee. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Public comments on agenda items and items under the jurisdiction of the Committee should be made at this time. 
 
ITEMS RECEIVED TOO LATE TO BE AGENDIZED  
Determine need and take action to agendize item(s), which arose subsequent to the posting of the Agenda. 
(Requires a unanimous vote of the Committee). 
 
ITEMS DISTRIBUTED TO THE BOARD LESS THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE MEETING  
Pursuant to Government Code section 54957.5, non-exempt public records that relate to open session agenda 
items and are distributed to a majority of the Board less than 72 hours prior to the meeting will be available for 
public inspection in the lobby of the District’s business office located at 18700 Ward Street, Fountain Valley, 
California 92708, during regular business hours. When practical, these public records will also be made available 
on the District’s Internet Website, accessible at http://www.mwdoc.com. 
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A&F Committee Meeting      February 11, 2026 
 

 

PROPOSED BOARD CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 
 
1. TREASURER'S REPORT 

a. Revenue/Cash Receipt Report – January 2026 
b. Disbursement Approval Report for the month of February 2026 
c. Disbursement Ratification Report for the month of January 2026 
d. GM Approved Disbursement Report for the month of January 2026 
e. Consolidated Summary of Cash and Investment – December 2025 
f. OPEB and Pension Trust Fund statement 

 
2. FINANCIAL REPORT 

a. Combined Financial Statements and Budget Comparative for the Period Ending 
December 31, 2025 
 

PRESENTATION ITEM 
 
3.  ANNUAL GRANT PROGRAM UPDATE (PRESENTATION BY SOTO RESOURCES) 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM 
 
4.  MWDOC 1st DRAFT BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEARS 2026-27 & 2027-28  
 
ACTION ITEM 
 
5. ENTERPRISE RESOURCE PLANNING (ERP) SYSTEM ARCHITECTURE AND 

CONFIGURATION CONTRACT CHANGE ORDER AND LICENSING COSTS 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 
 
6. SEMI-ANNUAL DIRECTORS’ ACTIVITIES REPORT 

 
7. SEMI-ANNUAL OVERTIME REPORT 

 
8. ANNUAL AUTO ALLOWANCE REPORT 

 
9. DEPARTMENT ACTIVITIES REPORTS 

a. Administration 
b. Finance and Information Technology 

 
10. MONTHLY WATER USAGE DATA AND WATER SUPPLY INFORMATION 

 
OTHER ITEMS 
 
11. REVIEW ISSUES REGARDING DISTRICT ORGANIZATION, PERSONNEL 

MATTERS, EMPLOYEE BENEFITS FINANCE, AND INSURANCE 
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A&F Committee Meeting      February 11, 2026 
 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
NOTE: At the discretion of the Committee, all items appearing on this agenda, whether or not expressly listed for 
action, may be deliberated, and may be subject to action by the Committee.  On those items designated for Board 
action, the Committee reviews the items and makes a recommendation for final action to the full Board of Directors; 
final action will be taken by the Board of Directors.  Agendas for Committee and Board meetings may be obtained 
from the District Secretary.  Members of the public are advised that the Board consideration process includes 
consideration of each agenda item by one or more Committees indicated on the Board Action Sheet. Attendance 
at Committee meetings and the Board meeting considering an item consequently is advised. 
 
Accommodations for the Disabled.  Any person may make a request for a disability-related modification or 
accommodation needed for that person to be able to participate in the public meeting by telephoning Angela 
Crespi, District Secretary, at (714) 963-3058, or writing to Municipal Water District of Orange County at 18700 
Ward Street, Unit B, Fountain Valley, CA 92708.  Requests must specify the nature of the disability and the type 
of accommodation requested.  A telephone number or other contact information should be included so that District 
staff may discuss appropriate arrangements.  Persons requesting a disability-related accommodation should 
make the request with adequate time before the meeting for the District to provide the requested accommodation. 
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REGULAR MEETING  
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT OF ORANGE COUNTY  
18700 Ward Street, Boardroom, Fountain Valley, California 

February 18, 2026, 8:30 a.m. 

Teleconference Sites: 
25652 Paseo De La Paz, San Juan Capistrano, CA  92675 

17420 Walnut Street, Fountain Valley, CA 92708 

This meeting will be held in person at 18700 Ward Street, Fountain Valley, California, 92708 (Boardroom).  
As a convenience for the public, the meeting may also be accessed by Zoom Webinar and will be available 
by either computer or telephone audio as indicated below.  Because this is an in-person meeting and the 
Zoom component is not required, but rather is being offered as a convenience, if there are any technical 
issues during the meeting, this meeting will continue and will not be suspended.   

Computer Audio: You can join the Zoom meeting by clicking on the following link: 
https://zoom.us/j/8828665300 

Telephone Audio: (669) 900 9128 fees may apply
(877) 853 5247 Toll-free

Webinar ID:   882 866 5300#

AGENDA 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ROLL CALL 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
At this time, members of the public will be given an opportunity to address the Board concerning items within the 
subject matter jurisdiction of the Board.  Members of the public may also address the Board about a particular 
Agenda item at the time it is considered by the Board and before action is taken.  If the item is on the Consent 
Calendar, please inform the Board Secretary before action is taken on the Consent Calendar and the item will be 
removed for separate consideration. 

The Board requests, but does not require, that members of the public who want to address the Board complete a 
voluntary “Request to be Heard” form available from the Board Secretary prior to the meeting. 

ITEMS RECEIVED TOO LATE TO BE AGENDIZED 
Determine need and take action to agendize items(s) which arose subsequent to the posting of the Agenda.  (ROLL 
CALL VOTE: Adoption of this recommendation requires a two-thirds vote of the Board members present, or, if less 
than two-thirds of the Board members are present, a unanimous vote of those members present.) 

ITEMS DISTRIBUTED TO THE BOARD LESS THAN 72 HOURS PRIOR TO THE MEETING 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.5, non-exempt public records that relate to open session agenda 
items and are distributed to a majority of the Board less than 72 hours prior to the meeting will be available for public 
inspection in the lobby of the District’s business office located at 18700 Ward Street, Fountain Valley, California 
92708, during regular business hours. When practical, these public records will also be made available on the 
District’s website, accessible at http://www.mwdoc.com. 

NEXT RESOLUTION NO. 2169 
EMPLOYEE SERVICE AWARD 
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Regular Meeting Agenda  February 18, 2026 

CONSENT CALENDAR (Items 1 to 5) 
All matters under the Consent Calendar will be approved by one motion unless a Board 
member requests separate action on a specific item. 

1. MINUTES
a. January 5, 2026 Planning & Operations Committee Meeting
b. January 7, 2026 Workshop Board Meeting
c. January 14, 2026 Administration & Finance Committee Meeting
d. January 21, 2026 Regular Board Meeting
e. January 22, 2026 Executive Committee Meeting

Recommendation: Approve as presented. 

2. TREASURER'S REPORTS
a. MWDOC Revenue/Cash Receipt Register as of January 31, 2026
b. Disbursement Registers (January/February)

Recommendation: Ratify and approve as presented. 

c. Summary of Cash and Investment and Portfolio Master Summary Report (Cash
and Investment report) as of December 31, 2025

d. PARS Monthly Statement (OPEB Trust)

Recommendation: Receive and file as presented 

3. FINANCIAL REPORT
a. Combined Financial Statements and Budget Comparative for the Period Ending

December 31, 2025

Recommendation: Receive and file as presented. 

4. INDEPENDENT SPECIAL DISTRICTS OF ORANGE COUNTY (ISDOC) BYLAWS
UPDATE

Recommendation: Authorize President Dick, or his designee, to cast a vote on behalf of
MWDOC approving the amended and restated ISDOC bylaws. 

5. ENTERPRISE RESOURCE PLANNING (ERP) SYSTEM ARCHITECTURE AND
CONFIGURATION CONTRACT CHANGE ORDER AND LICENSING COSTS

Recommendation: Approve a contract change order with Consultadd Public Services in
the amount of $27,800, for a total not to exceed amount of $81,000, 
to provide Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) system architecture 
and configuration, as well as all of the licensing costs and one-time 
setup fees for the ERP system and its associated modules, totaling 
$121,556.  

End Consent Calendar 
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Regular Meeting Agenda                                                                     February 18, 2026 
 

 
 

INFORMATION CALENDAR (All matters under the Information Calendar will be Received/Filed 
as presented following any discussion that may occur) 
 
6.  GENERAL MANAGER'S REPORT, FEBRUARY (ORAL AND WRITTEN) 

 
Recommendation: Receive and file report(s) as presented. 

 
7. MWDOC GENERAL INFORMATION ITEMS 

a. Board of Directors - Reports re: Conferences and Meetings 
b. Requests for Future Agenda Topic 

 
 Recommendation: Receive and file as presented. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Note: Accommodations for the Disabled.  Any person may make a request for a disability-related modification or 
accommodation needed for that person to be able to participate in the public meeting by contacting Angela Crespi, 
District Secretary, at (714) 963-3058, or writing to Municipal Water District of Orange County 18700 Ward Street, 
Unit B, Fountain Valley, CA 92708.  Requests must specify the nature of the disability and the type of 
accommodation requested.  A telephone number or other contact information should be included so that District 
staff may discuss appropriate arrangements.  Persons requesting a disability-related accommodation should make 
the request with adequate time before the meeting for the District to provide the requested accommodation. 
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SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY AGENCIES’ GROUP CONSISTS OF MEMBERS AND REPRESENTATIVES FROM 

City of San Clemente •  El Toro Water District • Emerald Bay Service District 

 Irvine Ranch Water District • Laguna Beach County Water District • Moulton Niguel Water District 

Santa Margarita Water District • South Coast Water District • Trabuco Canyon Water District 

SOUTH ORANGE COUNTY AGENCIES GROUP JOINT MEETING 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, 2026 

12:00 P.M. to 1:30 P.M. 
AGENDA 

 
EL TORO WATER DISTRICT 

24251 LOS ALISOS BLVD., LAKE FOREST, CA 92630 
 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
 

2. MWDOC Update/Discussion 

a. MWDOC Current Issues 

b. Other Matters 
 

3. MET Update/Discussion  

a. MET Current Issues 

b. MET CAMP4W Update 

c. MET Water Supply Issues 

d. Other Matters 
 

4. OCWD Update/Discussion 

a. Current Issues 

b. Other Matters 
 

5. Legislative/Regulatory Update 

a. Local 

i. OC-LAFCO Matters 

b. State 

c. Federal 
 

6. Regional Project Interests/Updates 

a. Emergency GW Supply Project 

b. Doheny Ocean Desalination Project Update 

c. San Juan Watershed Project 

d. Other Project Interests/Updates 
 

7. Any Agency/City Updates 
 

8. Adjournment 



 

Orange County Local Agency Formation Commission | oclafco.org 
 

2677 North Main Street | Suite 1050 
Santa Ana, CA  92705 

Phone: 714.640.5100 | Fax: 714.640.5139 

 
 

LOCAL AGENCY FORMATION COMMISSION OF 
ORANGE COUNTY 

 
REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

 
Wednesday, February 11, 2026 

8:15 a.m. 
 

County Administrative North (CAN) 
First Floor Multipurpose Room 101 

400 W. Civic Center Drive, Santa Ana, CA 92701 
Members of the public may access the audio/video live-streamed meeting at 

https://youtube.com/live/5TnCWqvVv8g?feature=share 
 

Any member of the public may request to speak on any agenda item at the time the 
Commission is considering the item. 

 
 
1. CALL THE MEETING TO ORDER 

 
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
4. ANNOUNCEMENT OF SUPPLEMENTAL COMMUNICATION 

(Communications received after agenda distribution for agendized items.) 
 
5. PUBLIC COMMENT 

This is an opportunity for members of the public to address the Commission on items not on 
the agenda, provided that the subject matter is within the jurisdiction of the Commission and 
that no action may be taken by the Commission on off-agenda items unless authorized by 
law. 

 
6. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

a.) January 14 – Regular Commission Meeting Minutes  
The Commission will consider approval of the January 14, 2026 meeting minutes. 
 
 
 

https://youtube.com/live/5TnCWqvVv8g?feature=share
https://oclafco.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/6a_Minutes_January-14-2026-DRAFT.pdf
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b.) OC LAFCO Personnel Policies and Procedures Update 
The Commission will consider proposed amendments to the Personnel Policies and 
Procedures. 

7. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
a.) Activation of Latent Powers for Three Arch Bay Community Services District (LP 25-02) 

The Commission will consider the proposed activation of latent powers for Three Arch 
Bay Community Services District for park and recreational services.  As the responsible 
agency, the Commission will also consider the Notice of Exemption in accordance with 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for the proposed activation of latent 
powers.  
 

8. COMMISSION DISCUSSION AND ACTION 
 

a.) Legislative Report (February 2026) 
The Commission will receive an update on previously reviewed legislative efforts involving 
legislation of LAFCO interest and consider providing direction to staff.  
 

9. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
This is an opportunity for Commissioners to comment on issues not listed on the agenda, 
provided that the subject matter is within the jurisdiction of the Commission.  No discussion 
or action may occur or be taken except to place the item on a future agenda if approved by 
the Commission majority. 

 
10. EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 

Executive Officer’s announcement of upcoming events and brief report on activities of the 
Executive Officer since the last meeting. 
 

11. INFORMATIONAL ITEMS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
No informational items and announcements. 
 

12. ADJOURNMENT OF REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING 
The next Regular Commission Meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 11, 2026 at 8:15 
a.m. at the County Administrative North (CAN), First Floor Multipurpose Room 101, 400 W. 
Civic Center Drive, Santa Ana, CA 92701. 

https://oclafco.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/6b_Personnel-Policies-Proc.pdf
https://oclafco.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/7a_Latent-Power-Three-Arch-Bay.pdf
https://oclafco.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/8a_Legislative-Report-February-2026.pdf


OC LAFCO| Regular Meeting Agenda 
February 11, 2026 
Page 3 of 3 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION: 
The Local Agency Formation Commission of Orange County welcomes your participation.  The public may 
share general comments or comments on agenda items through the following options: 
 

1) In-person comments may be provided during the general comment period on off-agenda items and 
during the hearing of a specific agenda item.  In accordance with the OC LAFCO guidelines, each 
speaker’s comments may not exceed three (3) minutes for the respective item.  If you have 
documents for the Commission, please bring 15 copies and submit to the Commission Clerk for 
distribution.  
 

2) Audio/Video Live Streaming: The public may view and listen to the meeting live on YouTube using 
the link provided on the website homepage (www.oclafco.org).  However, LAFCO cannot guarantee 
that the public’s access will be uninterrupted, and technical difficulties may occur from time to time.  
The meeting will continue despite technical difficulties for participants using audio/video live 
streaming unless otherwise prohibited by State open meeting laws. 
 

3) Written general comments or comments on specific agenda items may be submitted by email to the 
Commission Clerk at ccarter-benjamin@oclafco.org.  Comments received no less than twenty-four 
(24) hours prior to the regular meeting will be distributed to the Commission and included in the 
record.   

 
Pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.5, public records that relate to open session agenda items that 
are distributed to a majority of the Commission less than seventy-two (72) hours prior to the meeting will 
be made available to the public on the OC LAFCO website at www.oclafco.org. 
 
“Pursuant to State law, a participant in an OC LAFCO proceeding who has a financial interest in a decision 
and who has made a campaign contribution of more than $250 to any commissioner in the past year may 
be required to disclose the contribution.  If you are affected, please notify the Commission’s staff before the 
hearing in order to determine whether disclosure is warranted.” 
 

AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT (ADA) 
All regular meeting agendas and associated reports are available at www.oclafco.org. Any person with a 
disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) may receive a copy of the agenda or associated 
reports upon request.  Any person with a disability covered under the ADA may also request a disability-
related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, to participate in a public 
meeting.  Requests for copies of meeting documents and accommodations shall be made with OC LAFCO 
staff at (714) 640-5100 at least three business days prior to the respective meeting. 

 

http://www.oclafco.org/
mailto:ccarter-benjamin@oclafco.org
http://www.oclafco.org/
file://WDMYCLOUDEX4100/lafco_share/LAFCO%20Share/Agenda%20Materials%20and%20Minutes/2022/01_January/www.oclafco.org
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OC LAFCO Regular Meeting (begins at 8:15 a.m. )

No scheduled regular meeting due to legal holiday. 2026 CALAFCO Annual Conference - October 21-23,

Office closure due to legal holidays and flexible 

work schedule.Location: County Administrative North, First Floor 

Multipurpose Room 101, 400 W. Civic Center Dr., 

Santa Ana, CA  92701. 

January April July October

February May August November

March June September December

Agenda materials available at http://oclafco.org. 



 
 
 
Mailing Address 
 

18700 Ward Street 
Fountain Valley, CA  92708 
 
 
Meeting Location 
 

MWDOC/OCWD 
18700 Ward Street 
Fountain Valley, CA  92708 
 
 
(714) 963-3058 
(714) 964-5930 fax 
 
www.isdoc.net 
 
 
 
Executive Committee 
 
President  
Hon. Bob McVicker 
Municipal Water District of  
Orange County   
 
1st Vice President  
Hon. Paul Mesmer 
Surfside Colony Community Services 
District 
 
2nd Vice President  
Hon. Marilyn Thoms 
East Orange County Water District 
 
3rd Vice President  
Hon. Al Nederhood 
Municipal Water District of  
Orange County   
 
Secretary 
Vacant 
 
Treasurer 
Hon. Saundra Jacobs  
Santa Margarita Water District  
 
Immediate Past President 
Hon. Greg Mills 
Serrano Water District  
 
Staff Administration 
 
Heather Baez  
Municipal Water District of  
Orange County 
 
Tina Dubuque 
Municipal Water District of  
Orange County  
 

           Executive Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, February 3, 2026 

7:30 a.m. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
 https://mwdoc.zoom.us/j/83420776167  

 
Dial by your location 

669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 
877 853 5247 US Toll-free 
888 788 0099 US Toll-free 

AGENDA 

• Welcome 

• Approval of Minutes 
• Approval of Minutes: January 6, 2026 

 
• Public Comments on items not on the agenda 

 
• New Business 

• ACTION - Operational Area Executive Board Membership Appointment 
• 1st Vice President Vacancy – Assumption of Duties  
 

• Old Business 
• Update on Election to Update the Bylaws  

 
• Treasurer’s Report – Director Saundra Jacobs 

• Report on accounts 
 
• CSDA Report – Chris Palmer 

• Receive, discuss, and file the CSDA Report 
 
• LAFCO Report – Director Jim Fisler 

• Receive, discuss, and file the LAFCO report 
 

https://mwdoc.zoom.us/j/83420776167


• ACWA Report – Director Saundra Jacobs 
• Receive, discuss, and file the ACWA report 

 
• OCCOG Report – Director Mike Scheafer 

• Receive, discuss, and file the OCCOG report 
 

• California Association of Sanitation Agencies (CASA) Report – SOCWA Representative 
• Receive, discuss, and file the CASA report 

 
• Subcommittee Reports 

• Programs – Heather Baez 
o 2026 Program Suggestions 

• Membership – Director Thoms 
o Update on Membership Renewals  

• Legislative – Director Nederhood 
 

• Adjourn 
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Water Advisory Committee of Orange County 
(WACO) Virtual Meeting 

 
Friday, February 6, 2026 

7:30 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 
 

Zoom Registration: 
Click here to register 

 
………………………………………..………….. 

 
AGENDA 

 
Welcome  
 

• Greg Mills, Serrano Water District 
 

Reports 
 

• Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MET) 
 

• Association of California Water Agencies (ACWA) 
 
Program 
 

Washington Update:  
The Final Session of the 119th Congress 

 
Speaker:  

Eric Sapirstein, Founder & President  
ENS Resources 

 
Agency Announcements 

 
Adjourn 

 

………………………………………..………….. 
 
Next WACO Meeting 
Friday, March 6, 2026 at 7:30 a.m. via Zoom 
 
Next WACO Planning Committee Meeting 
Tuesday, February 17, 2026 at 7:30 a.m. via Zoom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 

       

Officers 
 
Chair 
Hon. Greg Mills  
Serrano Water District 
 
Vice Chair 
Hon. Karl Seckel 
Municipal Water District of Orange County 
 
 
Staff Contacts 
 
Medha Paliwal / Crystal Nettles 
Orange County Water District (OCWD) 
(714) 378-3200 
www.ocwd.com/news-events/events/waco 
 
Heather Baez / Tina Dubuque  
Municipal Water District of Orange County 
(MWDOC) 
(714) 963-3058 
www.mwdoc.com/waco 
 
 
 

https://ocwd.zoom.us/meeting/register/zFWxmGLvQhyCZPC-qBjAew
https://ocwd.zoom.us/meeting/register/zFWxmGLvQhyCZPC-qBjAew


 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

FEBRUARY/MARCH 2026 

 

1. Feb 27 – 12:00 p.m. – Pres/VP/GM meeting 

2. Mar 2 – 8:30 a.m. – MWDOC P&O Committee meeting 

3. Mar 3 – 7:30 a.m. – ISDOC Executive meeting 

4. Mar 3 – 10:00 a.m. – RRC meeting 

5. Mar 3 – 10:30 a.m. – SOCWA Finance meeting 

6. Mar 4 – 8:30 a.m. – MWDOC Met Directors Workshop 

7. Mar 5 – 1:00 p.m. – Budget Committee #2 meeting 

8. Mar 5 – 8:30 a.m. – SOCWA Board meeting 

9. Mar 6 – DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED 

10. Mar 6 – 7:30 a.m. – WACO meeting 

11. Mar 11 – 8:15 a.m. – LAFCO  

12. Mar 11 – 8:30 a.m. – MWDOC Admin/Fin Committee meeting 

13. Mar 12 – 8:30 a.m. – SOCWA Engineering meeting 

14. Mar 13 – 12:00 p.m. – Pres/VP/GM meeting 

15. Mar 16 – 10:00 a.m. – Agenda Review meeting  

16. Mar 17 – 10:30 a.m. – SOCWA Special Finance meeting 

17. Mar 18 – 8:30 a.m. – MWDOC Board meeting 

18. Mar 18 – 11:30 a.m. – OCWA Luncheon 

19. Mar 19 – 8:30 a.m. – Santiago Aqueduct Commission Quarterly meeting 

20. Mar 20 – DISTRICT OFFICE CLOSED 

21. Mar 23 – 7:30 a.m. – Regular Finance and Engineering meeting  

22. Mar 24 – 1:00 p.m. – Budget Committee #3 meeting 

23. Mar 25 – 6:00 p.m. – MWDOC Elected Officials Forum; Virtual 

24. Mar 26 – 7:30 a.m. – Regular Board meeting 

25. Mar 27 – 12:00 p.m. – Pres/VP/GM meeting 

26. Mar 31 – 10:00 a.m. – RRC meeting 

27. Mar 31 – 5:00 p.m. – Lake Forest Chamber Meet the Mayor/State of the City 



EL TORO WATER DISTRICT 
Glossary of Water Terms 

 
Accumulated overdraft: The amount of water necessary to be replaced in the intake area of the 
groundwater basin to prevent the landward movement of ocean water into the fresh groundwater 
body.  
 
Acre-foot, AF: A common water industry unit of measurement. An acre-foot is 325,851 gallons, or the 
amount of water needed to cover one acre with water one foot deep. An acre-foot serves annual needs 
of two typical California families.  
 
ACWA: Association of California Water Agencies. A statewide group based in Sacramento that actively 
lobbies State and Federal Government on water issues.  
 
Advanced treatment: Additional treatment processes used to clean wastewater even further following 
primary and secondary treatment. Also known as tertiary treatment.  
 
AFY: Acre-foot per year.  
 
Alluvium: A stratified bed of sand, gravel, silt, and clay deposited by flowing water.  
 
AMP: Allen McCulloch pipeline. Major pipeline transporting treated water to water districts between 
Yorba Linda, where it starts to El Toro Water District reservoir, where it terminates.  
 
Annexation: The inclusion of land within a government agency’s jurisdiction.  
 
Annual overdraft: The quantity by which the production of water from the groundwater supplies during 
the water year exceeds the natural replenishment of such groundwater supplies during the same water 
year.  
 
Aqueduct: A man-made canal or pipeline used to transport water.  
 
Aquifer: An underground geologic formation of rock, soil or sediment that is naturally saturated with 
water; an aquifer stores groundwater.  
 
Arid: Dry; deserts are arid places. Semi-arid places are almost as dry as a desert. 
 
Artesian: An aquifer in which the water is under sufficient pressure to cause it to rise above the bottom 
of the overlying confining bed, if the opportunity is provided.  
 
Artificial recharge: The addition of surface water to a groundwater reservoir by human activity, such as 
putting surface water into recharge basins. (See also: groundwater recharge and recharge basin.)  
 
AWWA: American Water Works Association. Nationwide group of public and private water purveyors 
and related industrial suppliers. 
 
Base flow: The portion of river surface flow which remains after deduction of storm flow and/or 
purchased imported water.  



Bay-Delta: The Sacramento-San Joaquin Bay-Delta is a unique natural resource of local, state and 
national significance. The Delta is home to more then 500,000 people; contains 500,000 acres of 
agriculture; provides habitat for 700 native plant and animal species; provides water for more then 25 
million Californians and 3 million acres of agriculture; is traversed by energy, communications and 
transportation facilities vital to the economic health of California; and supports a $400 billion economy.  
 
BIA: Building Industry Association 
 
Biofouling: The formation of bacteria film (biofilm) on fragile reverse osmosis membrane surfaces. 
 
Biosolids: Solid organic matter recovered from a sewage treatment process and used especially as 
fertilizer.  
 
BMP: Best Management Practice. An engineered structure or management activity, or combination of 
these, that eliminates or reduces adverse environmental effects.  
 
Brackish water: A mixture of freshwater and saltwater 
 
Brown Act: Ralph M. Brown Act enacted by the State legislature governing all meetings of legislative 
bodies. Also known as Open Meeting Requirements.  
 
Canal: A ditch used to move water from one location to another. 
 
CASA: California Association of Sanitation Agencies. The sanitation equivalent of ACWA concerned solely 
with issues affecting the treatment and disposal of solid waste and wastewater.  
 
CEQA: California Environmental Quality Act.  
 
CERCLA: Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation and Liability Act. This federal law 
establishes the Superfund program for hazardous waste sites. It provides the legal basis for the United 
States EPA to regulate and clean up hazardous waste sites, and if appropriate, to seek financial 
compensation from entities responsible for the site.  
 
CFS: Cubic feet per second.  
 
Chloramines: A mixture of ammonia and chlorine use to purify water.  
 
Clarify: To make clear or pure by separation and elimination of suspended solid material.  
 
Coagulation: The clumping together of solids so they can more easily be settled out of filtered out of 
water. A chemical called aluminum sulfate (alum) is generally used to aid coagulation in water treatment 
and reclamation.  
 
Coastkeepers: A non-profit organization dedicated to the protection and preservation of the marine 
habitats and watersheds of Orange County through programs of education, restoration, enforcement 
and advocacy.  
 
Colored Water: Groundwater extracted from the basin that is unsuitable for domestic use without 
treatment due to high color and odor exceeding drinking water standards.  



 
Condensation: The process of water vapor (gas) changing into liquid water. An example of condensation 
can be seen in the tiny water droplets that form on the outside of a glass of iced tea as warmer air 
touches the cooler glass.  
 
Confined aquifer: An aquifer that is bound above and below by dense layers of rock and contains water 
under pressure.  
 
Conjunctive use: Storing imported water in a local aquifer, in conjunction with groundwater, for later 
retrieval and use.  
 
Contaminate: To make unclean or impure by the addition of harmful substances.  
 
CPCFA: California Pollution Control Financing Authority. State agency providing funds for wastewater 
reclamation projects.  
 
Crisis:  

1. A: The turning point for better or worse B. a paroxysmal attack of pain, distress, or disordered 
function C. an emotionally significant event or radical change of status in a person’s life < a 
midlife crisis> 

2. The decisive moment (as in a literary plot)  
3. A: An unstable or crucial time or state of affairs in which a decisive change is impending; 

especially one with the distinct possibility of a highly undesirable outcome < a financial crisis>  
B. a situation that has reached a critical phase  
 

CTP: Coastal Treatment Plant 
 
CWPCA: California Water Pollution Control Association. A 7000-member non-profit educational 
organization dedicated to water pollution control. 
 
Dam: A barrier built across a river or stream to hold water.  
 
Decompose: To separate into simpler compounds, substances or elements.  
 
Deep percolation: The percolation of surface water through the ground beyond the lower limit of the 
root zone of plants into a groundwater aquifer.  
 
Degraded water: Water within the groundwater basin that, in one characteristic or another, does not 
meet primary drinking water standards.  
 
Delta: Where the rivers empty; an outlet from land to ocean, also where the rivers deposit sediment 
they carry forming landforms.  
 
Delta Vision: Delta Vision is intended to identify a strategy for managing the Sacramento- San Joaquin 
Delta as a sustainable ecosystem that would continue to support environmental and economic functions 
that are critical to the people of California.  
Demineralize: To reduce the concentrations of minerals from water by ion exchange, distillation, 
electro-dialysis, or reverse osmosis.  
 



De-nitrification: The physical process of removing nitrate from water through reverse osmosis, 
microfiltration, or other means.  
 
Desalting (or desalination): Removing salts from salt water by evaporation or distillation. Specific 
treatment process, such as reverse osmosis or multi-stage flash distillation, to demineralize seawater or 
brackish (saline) waters for reuse. Also, sometimes used in wastewater treatment to remove salts other 
pollutants.  
 
Desilting: The physical process of removing suspended particles from water.  
 
Dilute: To lessen the amount of a substance in water by adding more water  
 
Disinfection: Water treatment which destroys potentially harmful bacteria.  
 
Drainage basin: The area of land from which water drains into a river, for example, the Sacramento River 
Basin, in which all land area drains into the Sacramento River. Also called catchment area, watershed, or 
river basin.  
 
Drought: A prolonged period of below- average precipitation.  
 
DPHS: California Department of Pubic Health Services. Regulates public water systems; oversees water 
recycling projects; permits water treatment devices; certifies drinking water treatment and distribution 
operators; supports and promotes water system security; provides support for small water systems and 
for improving technical, managerial, and financial (TMF) capacity; provides funding opportunities for 
water system improvements.  
 
DVL: Diamond Valley Lake. Metropolitan’s major reservoir near Hemet, in southwestern Riverside 
County.  
 
DWR: California Department of Water Resources. Guides development/management of California’s 
water resources; owns/operates State Water Project and other water facilities.  
 
Endangered Species: A species of animal or plant threatened with extinction.  
 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA): The most wide-ranging of the dozens of United States 
environmental laws passed in the 1970’s. As stated in section 2 of the act, it was designed to protect 
critically imperiled species from extinction as a “consequence of economic growth and development 
untendered by adequate concern and conservation.  
 
Ecosystem: Where living and non-living things interact (coexist) in order to survive.  
 
Effluent: Wastewater or other liquid, partially or completely treated or in its natural state, flowing from 
a treatment plant.  
 
Evaporation: The process that changes water (liquid) into water vapor (gas).  
Estuary: Where fresh water meets salt water.  
 



Evapotranspiration: The quantity of water transpired (given off), retained in plant tissues, and 
evaporated from plant tissues and surrounding soil surface. Quantitively, it is expressed in terms of 
depth of water per unit area during a specified period of time.  
 
FCH: Federal Clearing House – Environmental Review/Processing 
 
FEMA: Federal Emergency Management Agency 
 
Filtration: The process of allowing water to pass through layers of a porous material such as sand, gravel 
or charcoal to trap solid particles. Filtration occurs in nature when rain water soaks into the ground and 
it passes through hundreds of feet of sand and gravel. This same natural process of filtration is 
duplicated in water and wastewater treatment plants, generally using sand and coal as the filter media.  
 
Flocculation: A chemical process involving addition of a coagulant to assist in the removal of turbidity in 
water.  
 
Forebay: A reservoir or pond situated at the intake of a pumping plant or power plant to stabilize water 
level; also, a portion of a groundwater basin where large quantities of surface water can recharge the 
basin through infiltration.  
 
Gray water reuse: Reuse, generally without treatment, of domestic type wastewater for toilet flushing, 
garden irrigation and other non-potable uses. Excludes water from toilets, kitchen sinks, dishwashers, or 
water used for washing diapers.  
 
Green Acres Project (GAP): A 7.5 million gallons per day (MGD) water reclamation project that serves 
tertiary treated recycled water to irrigation and industrial users in Costa Mesa, Fountain Valley, 
Huntington Beach, Newport Beach, and Satna Ana.  
 
God Squad: A seven-member committee that is officially called the “Endangered Species Committee”. 
Members consist of Secretary of the Interior, the Secretary of Agriculture, the Secretary of the Army, the 
Chairman of the Council of Economic Advisers, the Administrator of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration and one individual from the affected state. The squad was established in 
1978 by an amendment to the 1973 Endangered Species Act (ESA). It has only been called into action 
three times to deal with proposed federal agency actions that have been determined to cause 
“jeopardy” to any listed species.  
 
Groundwater: Water that has percolated into natural, underground aquifers; water in the ground, not 
water puddled on the ground.  
 
Groundwater basin: A groundwater reservoir defined by the overlying land surface and the underlying 
aquifers that contain water stored in the reservoir. Boundaries of success-ively deeper aquifers may 
differ and make it difficult to define the limits of the basin.  
 
Groundwater mining: The withdrawal of water from an aquifer in excess of recharge over a period of 
time. If continued, the underground supply would eventually be exhausted or the water table could 
drop below economically feasible pumping lifts.  
Groundwater overdraft: The condition of a groundwater basin in which the amount of water withdrawn 
by pumping exceeds the amount of water that recharges the basin over a period of years during which 
water supply conditions approximate average.  



 
Groundwater recharge: The action of increasing groundwater storage by natural conditions or by human 
activity. See also: Artificial recharge.  
 
Ground water replenishment system (GWRS): A joint project of the Orange County Water District and 
the Orange County Sanitation District that will provide up to 1000,000 acre-feet of reclaimed water 
annually. The high-quality water will be used to expand an existing underground seawater intrusion 
barrier and to replenish the groundwater basin underlying north and central Orange County.  
 
Groundwater table: The upper surface of the zone of saturation (all pores of subsoil filled with water), 
except where the surface if formed by an impermeable body.  
 
GPM: Gallons per minute. 
 
Ground Water Replenishment System (GWRS): Orange County Water District’s state of the art, highly 
advanced, waste-water treatment facility.   
 
Hydrologic balance: An accounting of all water inflow to, water outflow from, and changes in water 
storage within a hydrologic unit over a specified period.  
 
Hydrologic cycle: The process of water constantly circulating from the ocean, to the atmosphere, to the 
earth in a form of precipitation, and finally returning to the ocean.  
 
Imported water: Water that has originated from one hydrologic region and is transferred to another 
hydrologic region.  
 
Inflatable rubber dams: Designed to replace temporary sand levees that wash out during heavy storm 
flow, the dams hold back high-volume river flows and divert the water into the off-river system for 
percolation.  
 
Influent: Water or wastewater entering a treatment plant, or a particular stage of the treatment 
process.  
 
Irrigation: Applying water to crops, lawns or other plants using pumps, pipes, hoses, sprinklers, etc.  
 
JPIA: Joint Powers Insurance Authority. A group of water agencies providing self-insurance to member of 
the ACWA.  
 
LAIF: Local Agency Investment Fund. Statewide pool of surplus public agency money managed by state 
treasurer.  
 
Leach: to remove components from the soil by the action of water trickling through.  
 
MAF: Million-acre feet.  
 
MCL: Maximum contaminant level set by EPA for a regulated substance in drinking water. According to 
health agencies, the maximum amount of a substance that can be present in water that’s safe to drink 
and which looks, tastes and smells good.  
 



MET: Metropolitan Water District of Southern California.  
 
MGD: Million gallons per day.  
 
Microfiltration: A physical separation process where tiny, hollow filaments members separate particles 
from water.  
 
Microorganism: An animal or plant of microscopic size.  
 
MWD: Metropolitan Water District of Southern California.  
 
MWDOC: Municipal Water District of Orange County. Intermediate wholesaler between MWD and 27-
member agencies including ETWD.  
 
Non-point source pollution: Pollution that is so general or covers such a wide area that no single, 
localized source of the pollution can be identified.  
 
NPDES: National Pollution Discharge Elimination System 
 
OCBD: Orange County Business Council 
 
OCEMA: Orange County Environmental Management Agency 
 
OCWD: Orange County Water District 
 
Opportunity:  

1. A favorable juncture of circumstances 
2. A good chance for advancement or progress 

 
Organism: Any individual form of life, such as a plant, animal or bacterium  
 
PCM: Professional Community Management, Inc. Property Management company providing services to 
Laguna Woods Village and other homeowners associations.  
 
Perched groundwater: Groundwater supported by a zone of material of low permeability located above 
an underlying main body of groundwater with which it is not hydrostatically connected.  
 
Percolation: The downward movement of water through the soil of alluvium to the groundwater table 
 
Permeability: The capability of soil or other geologic formations to transmit water 
 
Point source: A specific site from which waste or polluted water is discharged into a water body, the 
source of which is identified. See also: non-point source. 
 
Potable water: Suitable and safe for drinking 
 
 
 
 



PPB: Parts per billion 
 
Precipitation: Water from the atmosphere that falls to the ground as a liquid (rain) or a solid (snow, 
sleet, hail).  
 
Primary treated water: First major treatment in a wastewater treatment facility, usually sedimentation 
but not biological oxidation.  
 
Primary treatment: Removing solids and floating matter from wastewater using screening, skimming 
and sedimentation (settling by gravity).  
 
Prior appropriation doctrine: Allocates water rights to the first party who diverts water from its natural 
source and applies the water to beneficial use. If at some point the first appropriator fails to use the 
water beneficially, another person may appropriate the water and gain rights to the water. The central 
principle is beneficial use, not land ownership.  
 
Pumping Plant: A facility that lifts water up and over hills.  
 
Recharge: The physical process where water naturally percolates or sinks into a groundwater basin.  
 
Recharge basin: A surface facility, often a large pond, used to increase the infiltration of surface water 
into a groundwater basin.  
 
Reclaimed wastewater: Wastewater that becomes suitable for a specific beneficial use as a result of 
treatment. See also: wastewater reclamation.  
 
Reclamation project: A project where water is obtained from a sanitary district or system and which 
undergoes additional treatment for a variety of uses, including landscape irrigation, industrial uses, and 
groundwater recharge.  
 
Recycling: A type of reuse, usually involving running a supply of water through a closed system again and 
again. Legislation in 1991 legally equates the term “recycled water” to reclaimed water.  
 
Reservoir: A place where water is stored until it is needed. A reservoir can be an open lake or an 
enclosed storage tank.  
 
Reverse osmosis: (RO) A method of removing salts or other ions from water by forcing water through a 
semi-permeable membrane.  
 
RFP: Request for Proposal 
 
Riparian: Of or on the banks of a stream, river, or other body of water.  
 
RO: Reverse osmosis. See the listing under “reverse osmosis.” 
 
R-O-W: Right-of-way 
 
Runoff: Liquid water that travels over the surface of the Earth, moving downward due to gravity. Runoff 
is one way in which water that falls as precipitation returns to the ocean.  



RWQCB: Regional Water Quality Control Board. State agency regulating discharge and use of recycled 
water.  
 
Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA): The Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) was originally passed by Congress 
in 1974 to protect public health by regulating the nation’s public drinking water supply. The law was 
amended in 1986 and 1996 and requires many actions to protect drinking water and its sources: rivers, 
lakes reservoirs, springs, and ground water wells. (SDWA does not regulate private wells which serve 
fewer than 25 individuals.) SDWA authorizes the United States Environmental Protection Agency (US 
EPA) to set national health-based standards for drinking water to protect against both naturally-
occurring and man-made contaminants that may be found in drinking water. US EPA, states, and water 
systems work together to make sure that these standards are met.  
 
Safe yield: The maximum quantity of water that can be withdrawn from a groundwater basin over a long 
period of time without developing a condition of overdraft, sometimes referred to as sustained yield.  
 
SAFRA: Santa Ana River Flood Protection Agency 
 
Salinity: Generally, the concentration of mineral salts dissolved in water. Salinity may be measured by 
weight (total dissolved solids – TDS), electrical conductivity, or osmotic pressure. Where seawater is 
known to be the major source of salt, salinity is often used to refer to the concentration of chlorides in 
the water.  
 
SAWPA: Santa Ana Watershed Project Authority.  
 
SCADA: Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition 
 
SCAP: Southern California Alliance of Publicity. Newly formed group of public agencies seeking 
reasonable regulation of sewer industry.  
 
SCH: State Clearing House – Environmental Review/Processing 
 
Seasonal Storage: A three-part program offered by Metropolitan Water District of Southern California:  
 

STSS (Short Term Seasonal Storage): financially encourages agencies with local groundwater 
production capabilities to produce a higher percentage of their demand in the summer from 
their local groundwater supplies, thus shifting a portion of their demand on the MWD system 
from the summer to winter;  
 
LTSS (Long Term Seasonal Storage): Financially encourages retail agencies to take and store 
additional amounts of MWD water above their normal annual demands for later use; 
Replenishment Water provides less expensive interruptible water that is generally available and 
used to increase the operating yield of groundwater basins.  
 

Seawater intrusion: The movement of salt water into a body of fresh water. It can occur in either surface 
water or groundwater basins.  
 
Seawater barrier: A physical facility or method of operation designed to prevent the intrusion of salt 
water into a body of freshwater. 
 



Secondary treatment: The biological portion of wastewater treatment which uses the activated sludge 
process to further clean wastewater after primary treatment. Generally, a level of treatment that 
produces 85 percent removal efficiencies for biological oxygen demand and suspended solids. Usually 
carried out through the use of trickling filters or by the activated sludge process.  
 
Sedimentation: The settling of solids in a body of water using gravity. 
 
Settle: To clarify water by causing impurities/solid material to sink to a container’s bottom.  
 
Sewer: The system of pipes that carries wastewater from homes and businesses to a treatment plant or 
reclamation plant. Sewers are separate from storm drains, which is a system of drains and pipes that 
carry rain water from urban streets back to the ocean. Overwatering your yard can also cause water to 
run into the streets and into storm drains. Storm drain water is not treated before it is discharged.  
 
SigAlert: Any unplanned event that causes the closing of one lane of traffic for 30 minutes or more, as 
opposed to a planned event, like the road construction, which is planned.  
 
SJBA: San Juan Basin Authority 
 
Sludge: The solids that remain after wastewater treatment. This material is separated from the cleaned 
water, treated and composted into fertilizer. Also called biosolids.  
 
SOCWA: South Orange County Wastewater Authority. Regional Joint Powers Authority form for 
collection and treatment of sewerage (previously known as AWMA/SERRA/SOCRA). SOCWA member 
agencies:  
 
 CSC – City of San Clemente  
 CSJC – City of San Juan Capistrano 
 CLB – City of Laguna Beach 
 ETWD – El Toro Water District 
 EBSD – Emerald Bay Service District 
 IRWD – Irvine Ranch Water District 
 MNWD – Moulton Niguel Water District 
 SCWD – South Coast Water District 
 SMWD – Santa Margarita Water District 
 TCWD – Trabuco Canyon Water District  
 
SRF: State Revolving Fund 
 
Storm Drain: The system of pipes that carries rain water from urban streets back to the ocean. 
Overwatering your yard can also cause water to run into the streets and into storm drains. Storm drain 
water is not treated before it is discharged. Storm drains are separate from sewers, which is a separate 
system of pipes to carry wastewater from homes and businesses to a treatment plant or reclamation 
plant for cleaning.  
 
Storm flow: Surface flow originating from precipitation and run-off which has not percolated to an 
underground basin.  
 



SWP: State Water Project. An aqueduct system that delivers water from Northern California to central 
and Southern California.  
 
SWRCB: State Water Resources Control Board 
 
TDS: Total dissolved solids. A quantitative measure of the residual minerals dissolved in water that 
remain after evaporation of a solution. Usually expressed in milligrams per liter.  
 
Tertiary treatment: The treatment of wastewater beyond the secondary or biological stage. Normally 
implies the removal of nutrients, such as phosphorous and nitrogen, and a high percentage of 
suspended solids.  
 
THM: Trihalomethanes. Any of several synthetic organic compounds formed when chlorine or bromine 
combine with organic materials in water.  
 
TMA: Too many acronyms. 
 
TMDL: Total maximum daily load; a quantitative assessment of water quality problems, contributing 
sources, and load reductions or control actions needed to restore and protect bodies of water.  
 
Transpiration: The process in which plant tissues give off water vapor to the atmosphere as an essential 
physiological process.  
 
Turbidity: Thick of opaque with matter in suspension; muddy water 
 
Ultraviolet light disinfection: A disinfection method for water that has received either secondary or 
tertiary treatment used as an alternative to chlorination.  
 
VE: Value Engineering 
 
VOC: Volatile organic compound; a chemical compound that evaporates readily at room temperature 
and contains carbon.  
 
Wastewater: Water that has been previously used by a municipality, industry or agriculture and has 
suffered a loss of quality as a result.  
 
Water Cycle: The continuous process of surface water (puddles, lakes, oceans) evaporating from the 
sun’s heat to become water vapor (gas) in the atmosphere. Water condenses into clouds and then falls 
back to earth as rain or snow (precipitation). Some precipitation soaks into the ground (percolation) to 
replenish groundwater supplies in underground aquifers.  
 
Water rights: A legally protected right to take possession of water occurring in a natural waterway and 
to divert that water for beneficial use.  
 
Water-use Efficiency: The water requirements of a particular device, fixture, appliance, process, piece of 
equipment, or activity.  
 
Water year (USGS): The period between October 1st of one calendar year to September 30th of the 
following calendar year.  



Watermaster: A court appointed person(s) that has specific responsibilities to carry out court decisions 
pertaining to a river system or watershed.  
 
Water Reclamation: The treatment of wastewater to make it suitable for a beneficial reuse, such as 
landscape irrigation. Also called water recycling.  
 
Watershed: The total land area that from which water drains or flows to a river, stream, lake or other 
body of water.  
 
Water table: The top level of water stored underground. 
 
WEF: Water Environment Federation. Formerly – Water Pollution Control Federation (WPCF). 
International trade group advising members of sewage treatment techniques and their effect on the 
environment.  
 
Weir box: A device to measure/control surface water flows in streams or between ponds.  
 
Wellhead treatment: Water quality treatment of water being produced at the well site.  
 
Wetland: Any area in which the water table stands near, at, or above the land surface for a portion of 
the year. Wetlands are characterized by plants adapted to wet soil conditions.  
 
Xeriscape: Landscaping that requires minimal water.  
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